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Top White House aides express concerns over Trump’s phone call with Ukraine 


Andrew Harnik/AP 

Jennifer Williams, an aide to Vice President Mike Pence, and National Security Council aide Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman are sworn in to testify before the House Intelligence 
Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington on Tuesday during a public impeachment hearing. 


US accuses South Korea of falling short during defense cost-sharing talks 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
United States cut short contentious 
defense cost-sharing negotiations 
with South Korea on Tuesday in a 
rare public display of discord that 
has raised concerns about the fu¬ 
ture of the long-standing alliance. 

With an end-of-year deadline 


looming, the two sides began the 
latest round of talks on Monday 
and had been due to continue 
through Tuesday evening. 

But James DeHart, the chief 
US. negotiator, said the propos¬ 
als put forth by the South Koreans 
were insufficient. 

“Unfortunately, the proposals 
that were put forward by the Ko¬ 
rean negotiating team were not 


responsive to our request for fair 
and equitable burden sharing,” 
DeHart said in a statement after 
the talks broke down in Seoul. 

“As a result, we cut short our 
participation in the talks today in 
order to give the Korean side some 
time to reconsider,” he added. 

He expressed hope that the 
South Korean side would “put for¬ 
ward new proposals that would 


enable both sides to work toward a 
mutually acceptable agreement in 
the spirit of our great alliance.” 

“We look forward to resuming 
our negotiations when the Korean 
side is ready to work on the basis 
of partnership and on the basis of 
mutual trust,” he said. 

The breakdown in talks comes 
SEE TALKS ON PAGE 4 
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USARPAC has new commander 

General considered 1 of most experienced combat leaders 



Wyatt OrsoN/Stars and Stripes 


Gen. Paul LaCamera took cominand of U.S. Army Pacific during a 
ceremony at Fort Shatter, Hawaii, on Monday. 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — 
Gen. Paul LaCamera, one of the 
Army’s most experienced combat 
leaders, has assumed command 
of U.S. Army Pacific after lead¬ 
ing America’s campaign against 
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. 

“His operational experience 
is truly unmatched, with more 
than three decades of service in 
leadership positions within the 
infantry, airborne and special 
operations units,” Adm. Philip 
Davidson, commander of U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command, said dur¬ 
ing a brief ceremony Monday at 
Fort Shafter, Hawaii. “He has 
deployed for longer periods than 
just about anyone currently serv¬ 
ing in the U.S. Army.” 

In September, LaCamera hand¬ 
ed off command of Combined 
Joint Task Force-Operation In¬ 
herent Resolve in Baghdad. Ear¬ 


lier this month, he stepped down 
as XVIII Airborne Corps com¬ 
manding general at Fort Bragg, 
N.C. 

“Under his leadership. Inher¬ 
ent Resolve recovered more than 
100,000 square kilometers of ter¬ 
ritory across Iraq and Syria, lib¬ 
erating nearly 8 million people 
from ISIS control,” Davidson 
said. 

Gen. Robert Brown, the former 
Army Pacific commander, re¬ 
tired in September. 

Army Pacific deputy com¬ 
mander M^. Gen. Pete Johnson 
was acting head until LaCamera’s 
arrival, which was delayed pend¬ 
ing Senate confirmation of the 
appointment. 

LaCamera is not likely to catch 
his breath as he takes command 
of the more than 85,000 soldiers 
based primarily in Japan, South 
Korea, Hawaii, Alaska, Guam 
and Washington state. 

The Pacific is now the top pri¬ 


ority for the U.S. military. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff chairman Gen. 
Mark Milley told reporters in 
Tokyo last week. 

China and Russia are a grow¬ 
ing military presence in the re¬ 
gion, while North Korea seems to 
be on course to again commence 
full-on ballistic missile testing. 

LaCamera, of Westwood, Mass., 
is a 1985 West Point graduate and 
has deployed to Panama, Haiti, 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria dur¬ 
ing his career. He was deputy 
commander of the 25th Infantry 
Division in Hawaii from 2010 to 
2012. 

“Paul, you are the only four- 
star I personally know who has 
not been assigned to Washington, 
D.C.,” Davidson said. “I suppose 
it has something to do with the 
fact that you’ve been in combat 
for nearly a decade.” 

Speaking briefly to the au¬ 
dience, LaCamera succinctly 
summed up his philosophy of 


winning in warfare. 

“Combat is simple blocking and 
tackling, executed with discipline 
and leadership,” he said. “To 
me, we must be able to trade our 
equipment with the enemy and 
still win. That to me is leadership 
and training.” 

He said he would continue to 


work with allies and partners to 
make joint integration of forces 
“the norm.” 

“Just like our current fight, our 
next one will be joint, interagency 
and coalition,” he said. 

olson.wyatt(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: laWyattWOlson 


Watchdog sides with Bezos’ space company in DOD lannch contracts case 


By Christian Davenport 

The Washington Post 

The Government Accountabil¬ 
ity Office on Monday sustained a 
protest by Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin 
space company to a Pentagon de¬ 
cision that essentially barred the 
company from participating in a 
lucrative contract to launch na¬ 
tional security satellites. 

Blue Origin filed the legal chal¬ 
lenge in August, alleging that the 
Air Force was “pursuing a flawed 


acquisition strategy” that dis¬ 
criminated against new bidders 
and limited competition. (Bezos 
also owns The Washington Post.) 

That policy said only compa¬ 
nies that had been through the 
Pentagon’s rigorous certification 
process could compete for the 
launch contracts, worth billions 
of dollars. Only two companies 
qualified under that restriction: 
United Launch Alliance, or ULA, 
a joint venture of Lockheed Mar¬ 


tin and Boeing; and SpaceX, Elon 
Musk’s space company. 

The Air Force later awarded 
contracts to help ULA, Northrop 
Grumman and Blue Origin de¬ 
velop rockets that meet the Air 
Force’s requirements but said it 
would select only two companies 
to compete for the next batch of 
launch contracts. 

The GAO did not make its full 
findings public Monday because 
it “may contain proprietary and 


source selection sensitive in¬ 
formation,” Kenneth Patton, 
the managing associate general 
counsel for procurement law at 
the GAO, said in a statement. 

But he added that the Air 
Force’s methodology for picking 
the winners “does not provide 
a reasonable, common basis on 
which offerors will be expected to 
compete and have their proposals 
evaluated.” 

Blue Origin challenged other 


parts of the solicitation, he added, 
but those were denied. 

“We want to thank GAO for 
their careful consideration of 
these serious issues, thoroughly 
reviewing the facts of the case 
and recognizing the importance 
of ensuring evaluation criteria 
that are unambiguous and com¬ 
ply with federal procurement 
statutes and regulations,” Blue 
Origin Chief Executive Bob 
Smith said in a statement. 
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Afghan leader: ISIS' 'backbone was broken' 


Officials say hundreds surrender after 
operations aided by Taliban, US forces 



Photos by J.P. Lawrence/S tars and Stripes 


Islamic State fighters line up Tuesday in Jalalabad, Afghanistan, after surrendering to the government. 


By J.P. Lawrence 

Stars and Stripes 

JALALABAD, Afghanistan 

— Hundreds of Islamic State 
fighters have surrendered after 
separate operations by govern¬ 
ment forces and the Taliban 
hemmed them into the mountain¬ 
side in the country’s south, Af¬ 
ghan officials said Tuesday. 

Over the last two weeks, 243 
ISIS fighters and nearly 400 fam¬ 
ily members have surrendered, 
Nangarhar provincial governor 
Shahmahmood Miakhel said 
Tuesday. In total, 2,000 fighters 
and their families are expected to 
surrender, Miakhel said. 

Afghan officials said their forc¬ 
es, aided by United States person¬ 
nel, starved the ISIS fighters by 
cutting off their supply lines in 
Nangarhar, Miakhel said. 

“The result is Daesh’s back¬ 
bone was broken,” Afghan Pres¬ 
ident Ashraf Ghani said in a 
speech Tuesday, using an Arabic 
acronym for ISIS that the group 
dislikes. 

Some ISIS fighters from Af¬ 
ghanistan who have surrendered 
will be investigated through the 
justice system, while others will 
be released without punishment 
to “start their normal life,” Nan¬ 
garhar province spokesman At- 
taullah Khogyani said. Those 
from Pakistan and other coun¬ 
tries — about a third of the group 

— will be sent to Kabul for ques¬ 
tioning, he said. 

While the Pentagon said there 
were fewer than 2,000 ISIS fight¬ 
ers in July, the United Nations the 
same month said there were be¬ 
tween 2,500 and 4,000 fighters. 

US. forces in Afghanistan have 
classified more recent estimates 
of the group’s size. 

Both the Afghan Defense Min¬ 
istry and the Taliban — each of 
whom consider ISIS an enemy 



A fighter for ISIS stands in line. 


— attributed the mass surren¬ 
ders to their respective military 
operations. 

The Taliban launched large- 
scale anti-ISIS operations in 
Nangarhar beginning Sept. 20, a 
spokesman for the group said in 
a statement. 

US. and Afghan forces have 
fought against ISIS in Nangarhar 
since the militants’ arrival in the 
country, reportedly around 2014. 

Last year, an attack by US. 
and Afghan special forces killed 
167 ISIS fighters and dislodged 
them from their declared capital 
in Deh Bala, US. and Afghan of¬ 
ficials said at the time. 

The militants who recently 
surrendered were from Achin 
district, where the US. in 2017 
reportedly killed more than 90 
ISIS fighters when it dropped the 
largest conventional bomb in its 
arsenal, the 21,600-pound GBU- 
43/B, nicknamed “the mother 
of all bombs,” on an ISIS cave 
network. 

A spokesman for US. and co¬ 
alition forces deferred comment 
to the Afghan Defense Ministry 


on whether US. troops were in¬ 
volved in recent operations in 
Nangarhar. The US. in recent 
years has strived to deemphasize 
its own involvement in battlefield 
operations while promoting Af¬ 
ghan activity. 

Miakhel said that the US. con¬ 
tributed both special operations 
forces and aerial bombardments 
to the ISIS defeat. 

Locals said ISIS fighters had 
been under pressure by both Af¬ 
ghan government forces and the 
Taliban. 

The Taliban had surrounded 
ISIS in their mountain hideouts, 
while government forces prevent¬ 
ed militants from using the roads, 
said Lai Mohammad Durrani, 
a provincial council member in 
Nangarhar. 

The ISIS fighters preferred 
to surrender to the government, 
Durrani said. 

“They were just stuck in the 
mountains,” Durrani said. “They 


didn’t want to get arrested by 
the Taliban because the Tal¬ 
iban would just kill them all for 
revenge.” 

Last year, more than 200 ISIS 
militants in Jawzjan in the north 
of the country also surrendered 
to the government after the Tal¬ 
iban surrounded them during a 
two-day battle. 

But some of the ISIS fighters 
who handed themselves in over 
the last fortnight told Stars and 
Stripes it was not the Taliban, but 
Afghan and US. military pres¬ 
sure, particularly airstrikes, that 
made them surrender. 

“We weren’t afraid of the Tal¬ 
iban,” said Gula Jan, 70, from Pe¬ 
shawar, Pakistan. 

Others, like 23-year-old Sheik, 
said they regretted their decision 
to join ISIS in the first place. 

A native of Nangarhar prov¬ 
ince, Sheik, who like many Af¬ 
ghans goes by one name, said he 
“was misguided” when he joined 


the militant group three years 
ago. “All three years with them 
were a big sin,” he said. 

ISIS first arrived in Nangar¬ 
har around 2014 and used money 
from outside the country to per¬ 
suade locals to join them, US. and 
Afghan officials said last year. 

The group then began taxing 
and extorting locals, killing those 
who did not comply and selling off 
the region’s timber and minerals, 
US. officials said. 

ISIS has claimed responsibil¬ 
ity for attacks on numerous civil¬ 
ian targets in Kabul, including a 
wedding hall where more than 60 
people were killed in August by 
a suicide bomber. The group was 
responsible for about 10% of Af¬ 
ghanistan’s civilian casualties in 
the first half of this year, a report 
by the United Nations said. 

Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 
report. 

Iawrence.jp@stripes.com 
Twitter: @]piawrence3 


Taliban say US, Australian hostages freed to complete swap 


By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — The Taliban 
said they freed on Tuesday an 
American and an Australian hos¬ 
tage held since 2016 in exchange 
for three top Taliban figures who 
were released by the Kabul gov¬ 
ernment and flown out of Afghan¬ 
istan the previous day. 

The hostages — American 
Kevin King and Australian Tim¬ 
othy Weeks — were released in 
southern Zabul province, ending 
their more than three years in 
captivity. 

According to a Taliban offi¬ 
cial, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he wasn’t 
authorized to talk to the media, 
the release took place in the 
province’s Now Bahar district. 


a region largely under Taliban 
control. 

It wasn’t immediately known 
if the two hostages, both profes¬ 
sors at the American University 
of Kabul, were handed over to 
Afghan government represen¬ 
tatives, intermediaries or US. 
forces. 

Their freedom came hours 
after the Afghan government 
freed three Taliban prisoners 
and sent them to Qatar. They 
included Anas Haqqani, the 
younger brother of the Taliban’s 
deputy, Sirqjuddin Haqqani, who 
also leads the fearsome Haqqani 
network. 

It appears the Taliban had re¬ 
fused to hand over the two pro¬ 
fessors until they received proof 
their men had reached Qatar. 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 


a week ago announced the “con¬ 
ditional release” of the Taliban 
figures, saying at a press event 
broadcast live on state television 
that it was a very hard decision he 
felt he had to make in the interest 
of the Afghan people. 

King and Weeks were abduct¬ 
ed in 2016 outside the American 
University in Kabul. The follow¬ 
ing year, the Taliban released two 
videos showing the captives. A 
January 2017 video showed them 
appearing pale and gaunt. In 
the later video. King and Weeks 
looked healthier and said a dead¬ 
line for their release was set for 
June 16 that year. 

Both said they are being treated 
well by the Taliban but that they 
remain prisoners and appealed 
to their governments to help set 
them free. It was impossible to 


know whether they were forced 
to speak. 

Subsequently, US. officials 
said that American forces had 
launched a rescue mission to free 
the two, but the captives were not 
found at the raided location. 

US. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and US. national secu¬ 
rity adviser Robert O’Brien made 
separate calls to Ghani on Mon¬ 
day to discuss the prisoners’ re¬ 
lease, Ghani’s spokesman, Sediq 
Sediqqi, said. 

The release and swap were in¬ 
tended to try to restart talks to end 
Afghanistan’s 18-year war and 
allow for the eventual withdrawal 
of U.S. troops from Afghanistan. 

The United States had been 
close to an agreement in Septem¬ 
ber with the Taliban but a fresh 
wave of violence in the Afghan 


capital that killed a U.S. soldier 
brought talks and an impending 
deal to a grinding halt. 

The agreement called for direct 
talks between the Taliban and Af¬ 
ghan government as well as other 
prominent Afghans to find a ne¬ 
gotiated end to the war and set 
out a road map for what post-war 
Afghanistan would look like. 

Ghani in his discussions with 
Pompeo and O’Brien said he 
wanted a reduction in violence 
and an all-out cease-fire, his 
spokesman said. 

According to a U.S. State De¬ 
partment statement Tuesday, 
Pompeo told Ghani the United 
States was “committed to work 
closely together to address vio¬ 
lence if the President’s decision 
does not produce the intended 
results.” 
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N. Korea: Decision to ‘postpone' drills not enongh 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea stepped up pressure Tues¬ 
day on the United States to offer 
more concessions for nuclear 
talks, saying the US. decision 
to postpone a joint air drill with 
South Korea was not enough to 
bring it back to the table. 

The comments posted on the 
state-run news agency were the 
latest to suggest the communist 
state is hardening its position 
ahead of a year-end deadline set 
by leader Kim Jong Un for Wash¬ 
ington to soften its stance. 

Former North Korean nuclear 
negotiator Kim Yong Choi gave 
the first official response to De¬ 
fense Secretary Mark Esper’s an¬ 
nouncement last weekend that the 
United States and South Korea 
were postponing a military exer¬ 
cise planned for later this month 


as an “act of goodwill” to facili¬ 
tate diplomacy with the North. 

“The US. tries to make a good 
impression as if it contributes to 
peace and stability on the Ko¬ 
rean Peninsula, describing the 
suspension as ‘consideration for 
and concession’ to someone. But 
we demand that the US. drop out 
of the drill or stop it once and for 
all,” he said, according to the Ko¬ 
rean Central News Agency. 

“The suspension of the drill 
does not mean ensuring peace 
and security on the Korean Pen¬ 
insula and is not helpful to the 
diplomatic efforts for the settle¬ 
ment of issues,” he added. 

Esper said Sunday he didn’t see 
the decision to postpone the drill, 
which had already been scaled 
back and renamed to replace an 
exercise known as Vigilant Ace, 
as a concession but rather as a 
goodwill gesture. He called on the 


North to reciprocate by returning 
“to the negotiating table without 
precondition or hesitation.” 

U.S.-led efforts to persuade 
the North to give up its nuclear 
weapons reached a high point 
last year when President Donald 
Trump met with Kim for the first 
time at a summit in Singapore. 
But the talks have stalled over 
details, with the North Koreans 
seeking security guarantees and 
relief from punishing economic 
sanctions. 

Kim Yong Choi accused the US. 
of trying to buy time and garner 
political capital for Trump, who 
is facing impeachment hearings 
in Washington. 

“The US. is well-advised not 
to dream of the negotiations for 
denuclearization before scrap¬ 
ping its hostile policy towards the 
DPRK,” he said, using the initials 
for the North’s formal name, the 


Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea. 

On Monday, another North Ko¬ 
rean official rejected a suggestion 
by Trump in a tweet that he may 
be interested in another summit 
with leader Kim. 

The president called on Kim to 
“act quickly, get the deal done” 
and said, “see you soon!” 

But North Korean Foreign Min¬ 
istry official Kim Kye Gwan said 
Washington appeared to be try¬ 
ing to buy time and called on the 
Americans to discard its “hostile 
policies” first. 

Trump and Kim agreed in 
Singapore to improve relations 
between their two countries and 
work toward the denuclearization 
of the Korean Peninsula. 

But talks stalled over the details 
of how to do that, and the leaders 
failed to reach an agreement dur¬ 
ing their second meeting in Feb¬ 


ruary in Vietnam. 

They agreed to restart working- 
level talks during an impromptu 
meeting in June on the Korean 
border, but negotiators failed to 
narrow the gap during a meeting 
last month in Stockholm. 

“We are no longer interested 
in such talks that bring nothing 
to us,” Kim Kye Gwan said. “As 
we have got nothing in return, we 
will no longer gift the US. presi¬ 
dent with something he can boast 
of but get compensation for the 
successes that President Trump 
is proud of as his administrative 
achievements.” 

The North Koreans have previ¬ 
ously avoided direct criticism of 
Trump as he insists that he main¬ 
tains a good relationship with 
Kim Jong Un. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 


Talks: Experts say US stance 
risks jeopardizing the allies’ 
relationship in the long term 
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Soldiers from the 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division protect a landing zone 
during training at Rodriguez Live Fire Complex in Paju, South Korea, in March 2017. Talks over U.S. 
demands that South Korea pay more for hosting U.S. troops have broken down. 

^It’s unclear whether the exorbitant demand by the 
Trump administration is just a negotiating tactic or 
also a tactic to begin withdrawing U.S. troops. ^ 

Frank Aum 

U.S. Institute of Peace 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

as U.S. efforts to persuade North 
Korea to abandon its nuclear 
weapons have stalled. 

Raising the price 

The disagreement stems from 
President Donald Trump’s re¬ 
ported demand that the South 
Koreans raise their contribution 
fivefold to nearly $5 billion. While 
the allies haven’t confirmed the 
figure, several news outlets have 
done so, citing anonymous U.S. 
officials. 

The issue has triggered pro¬ 
tests by South Korean activists 
accusing the Americans of “ex¬ 
tortion” and of monetizing the 
alliance, which has long been 
considered a linchpin of regional 
security against threats from the 
North and China. 

Experts said the U.S. stance 
may be a negotiating tactic, but it 
risked jeopardizing the relation¬ 
ship between the allies in the long 
term. 

The South Koreans “are obvi¬ 
ously and rightfully sensitive to 
both the exorbitance of the in¬ 
creased demand and the transac¬ 
tional nature of the negotiations,” 
said Jenny Town, a Korea spe¬ 
cialist at the Washington-based 
Stimson Center. 

“Anti-American sentiment 
will undoubtedly grow if the U.S. 
sticks to the formula of a 400% in¬ 
crease,” she said. 

South Korea has helped pay for 
U.S. troops under the agreement 
since 1991, with most of the funds 
used for local labor providing 
food, administrative and logisti¬ 
cal support as well as construc¬ 
tion costs. 

Seoul also paid more than 90% 
of the $11 billion-plus construc¬ 
tion costs for expanding Camp 


Humphreys, the U.S. military’s 
new headquarters base south of 
Seoul, although that was under a 
separate agreement. 

South Korea’s Foreign Ministry 
suggested Tuesday that the Unit¬ 
ed States was trying to broaden 
the scope of what’s included in 
the so-called Special Measures 
Agreement. 

It said the U.S. position was 
“that the share of the defense cost 
should increase drastically by es¬ 
tablishing a new article,” while 
Seoul maintains the increase 
should be in the range that is 
“mutually acceptable within the 
framework of the SMA.” 

Negotiations over sharing the 
burden for stationing some 28,500 
American troops on the divided 
peninsula have never been easy. 

But the recent disagreements 
have exposed a wide gap as South 
Korea tries to juggle the need for 
U.S. military might against North 
Korea with Trump’s “America 
first” policies pressing for all al¬ 
lies to pay more for their own 
defense. 

Alliance concerns 

Experts warned that could 
have long-term effects, especially 
since Trump has said in the past 
that he would like to eventually 
bring the troops home. 

“The immediate breakdown in 
talks itself isn’t a blow to the alli¬ 
ance, but it indicates that the cost¬ 
sharing issue won’t be resolved 
soon,” said Frank Aum, a former 
Defense Department official now 
at the U.S. Institute of Peace. 

He noted South Koreans who 
work for the U.S. military may 
have to be furloughed if a deal 
isn’t reached. 

“In other words, this could 
undermine the alliance further 


down the line,” he said. 

South Korean negotiator Jeong 
Fun Bo acknowledged that the 
two sides faced “a considerable 
difference” in their negotiating 
positions but said there had been 
no discussion of reducing the U.S. 
military presence. 

“We will continue to strive with 
patience to reach a mutually ac¬ 
ceptable agreement,” he said. 

The two sides failed to reach 
agreement in time for the deadline 
last year but eventually agreed to 
a retroactive stopgap measure in 
which South Korea increased its 
share by about 8.2%. 

However, that deal was extend¬ 


ed for only one year, unlike pre¬ 
vious iterations that lasted five 
years. 

“It’s unclear whether the ex¬ 
orbitant demand by the Trump 
administration is just a negotiat¬ 
ing tactic or also a tactic to begin 
withdrawing U.S. troops,” said 
Aum. 

He expressed a belief that the 
administration wants a “win” to 
show Americans that it’s saving 
costs and getting allies to pay 
more. Similar discussions are un¬ 
derway with Japan and NATO. 

“But it’s a risky strategy,” Aum 
said. “It paid off during last year’s 
SMA negotiations, but the huge 


leap in demands may be more 
than [South Korea] can handle.” 

Tuesday’s breakdown in talks 
comes as the United States has 
been pressing the South Koreans 
to renew a military intelligence¬ 
sharing agreement with Japan 
that Washington considers vital 
to regional security. 

The General Security of Mili¬ 
tary Information Agreement, or 
GSOMIA, is due to expire at mid¬ 
night Saturday. Seoul has shown 
no signs that it plans to cave to 
pressure to change its plans to 
terminate the deal due to disputes 
over trade and historical issues 
with Tokyo. 

Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper, who was in Seoul for talks 
last week, told reporters in the 
Philippines that South Korea is a 
“wealthy country” that “can and 
should contribute more.” 

gamel.kim(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Survivors, victims' 
families suing over 
Fitzgerald collision 



U.S. Navy 


The USS Fitzgerald sits in dry dock at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, after it was damaged in a deadly 
collision with a merchant vessel on June 17, 2017. Survivors of the crash and families of those killed 
are suing the company that chartered the merchant vessel. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Survivors of the USS 
Fitzgerald collision, along with 
the families of seven sailors killed, 
are seeking more than $287 mil¬ 
lion from the company that char¬ 
tered the merchant vessel that 
collided with the guided-missile 
cruiser in 2017, their attorney told 
Stars and Stripes this week. 

Forty-seven plaintiffs filed two 
lawsuits Monday in New York’s 
Southern District Court against 
NYK Line, a Japanese shipping 
company that chartered the Phil- 
ippine-flagged container ship 
ACX Crystal. Forty of the plain¬ 
tiffs are survivors and seven are 
family members of those killed. 
The two groups filed separate 
lawsuits. 

The plaintiffs’ attorney, David 
Schloss, of Washington, said the 
accident caused his clients inju¬ 
ries, mental anguish, lost wages, 
pain and suffering and “predeath 
fright.” 

The collision happened June 
17, 2017, about 60 nautical miles 
southwest of Yokosuka, where the 
warship was based at the time. 
Official reports have not assigned 
liability for the crash to either 
ship. 

The Navy in its November 2017 
post-collision report took respon¬ 
sibility for crew actions that led 
to the tragedy — such as poor 
watch-standing and crew exhaus¬ 
tion — but said the “relative per¬ 
formance and fault of the vessels 
is an open (maritime) law issue.” 

In its report, the Navy specifi¬ 
cally addressed the Fitzgerald’s 
movements, not those of the ACX 
Crystal. 

“The Navy is not concerned 
about the mistakes made by 


By Thomas Gnau 
Dayton (Ohio) Daily News 

An Air Force engineer and 
his team are offering one idea in 
an era of school and workplace 
shootings — a sturdy, portable, 
yet affordable door barricade. 

Dayton, Ohio-based S9 Engi¬ 
neering Technology Corp. last 
month completed a patent license 
for the commercial rights to the 
device — dubbed the “Fortress” 

— invented at the Air Force Re¬ 
search Laboratory, which is head¬ 
quartered at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base in Greene County, 
Ohio. 

Co-inventor Matt Srnoyachki 

— founder of S9 Engineering 
and a mechanical engineer in the 
AFRL’s 711th Human Perfor¬ 


Crystal,” the report said. “In¬ 
stead, the Navy is focused on the 
performance of its ships and what 
we could have done differently to 
avoid these mishaps.” 

‘A wall of water’ 

In a September interview, 
Schloss said he’d hired a foren¬ 
sic psychologist who will testify 
that the fallen sailors knew they 
were dying as their berthing area 
flooded. 

“Several witnesses recall ... 
a wall of water rushing toward 
them,” according to the law¬ 
suit. “The water pressure was 
so intense that several sailors 
were pulled away from the port 
side scuttle exit by the rushing 
water.” 

Autopsies revealed no sailors 
died in the immediate impact but 
rather by inhaling seawater. 

“They were conscious for two 
to three minutes knowing they 
were drowning,” Schloss said. 

Two of his clients had to close 
the berthing exit “to protect the 
structural integrity of the whole 
ship,” while knowing sailors re¬ 
mained inside, according to the 
lawsuit. 

Nearly all his clients battle 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
since the collision, Schloss said in 
September. Many were sent back 
to the U.S. for treatment, required 
in-patient care, were put on men¬ 
tal health medication or assigned 
limited duty as a result. Eleven 
have or will be discharged from 
the Navy for disabilities they re¬ 
ceived in the collision. 

In August, a Japan Transport 
Safety Board report identified key 
factors that contributed to the col¬ 
lision, but the report did not place 
blame on either party. While it 
listed some Fitzgerald faults, in¬ 


mance Wing — brought a pair of 
the devices to a recent interview, 
easily holding them folded up in 
one hand. 

Don’t be fooled by the size of 
this “fortress.” The military-spec 
invention is meant to be placed 
firmly between a door frame and 
a door’s striker plate, securing a 
metal block that prevents intrud¬ 
ers from pushing a door open. The 
metal block can be pivoted shut or 
opened easily from the inside. 

Those who insert the device 
and lock it in place can flee to 
safety elsewhere or simply move 
away from a closed door. 

There aren’t a lot of options in 
mass shooting situations — fight, 
flee or hide. No device in these 
scenarios can be completely fool¬ 
proof, Srnoyachki acknowledged. 


eluding ineffective watch-stand¬ 
ing, as causal factors, it also said 
the ACX Crystal’s crew should 
have done more to prevent the 
collision. 

The board’s report said the 
merchant ship’s crew “expected 
that the USS Fitzgerald would 
recognize them and avoid ACX 
Crystal,” so it did not change 
its course or speed before the 
collision. 

It also failed to sound a horn to 
properly warn the Fitzgerald of 
the impending danger. 

“When (a) vessel fails to under¬ 
stand the intentions or actions of 
other vessels, or there is doubt 
that other vessels are taking suf¬ 
ficient action to avoid a collision, 
warning signals shall be sound¬ 
ed,” said a translated copy of the 
report. 

The sailors are not pursuing 
legal action against the Navy; 
U.S. law bars service members 
from suing the government for 
on-the-job injuries, Schloss said. 
However, outside parties can be 
held responsible. 

Attempts to reach attorneys for 
NYK were unsuccessful. 

NYK is a Japanese company. 


The device does nothing for win¬ 
dows. And an armed intruder can 
still shoot into a locked door or at¬ 
tempt to smash that door open. 

But Srnoyachki and his col¬ 
leagues believe this device will 
delay almost any intruder — giv¬ 
ing first responders, teachers, 
students and others additional 
minutes. 

“We’ve been researching ac¬ 
tive threat situations since 2015,” 
said Srnoyachki, who has worked 
for AFRL since 2011 as a contrac¬ 
tor. “What we’ve learned is these 
are very time-critical situations. 
And unless there’s a motive be¬ 
hind the assailant, then he’s going 
to try to get into the door for a mo¬ 
ment — then if he can’t really get 
in, he’s going to keep moving.” 

Srnoyachki said the invention 


but Schloss said U.S. courts can 
have jurisdiction over the case 
because NYK has a large global 
network spanning 60 regions and 
countries, including the United 
States. The company employs 
about 35,000 people, has a fleet 
of 710 ships and has consolidated 
revenue of about $17.1 billion, ac¬ 
cording to its website. 

McCain lawsuit 

The Fitzgerald’s was the first of 
two collisions involving 7th Fleet 
vessels in 2017. On Aug. 21, 2017, 
an oil tanker named the Alnic MC 
slammed into the port side of the 
destroyer USS John S. McCain, 
killing 10 sailors. Survivors and 
families of the fallen in that inci¬ 
dent are also involved in a lawsuit 
against the owner of the merchant 
vessel. 

The U.S. government, along 
with the families and injured 
sailors, countersued Energetic 
Tank Inc., owner of the Alnic MC, 
which in early 2018 in federal 
court sought exoneration from li¬ 
ability in that collision. 

The 42 plaintiffs in that case 
are seeking more than $66.5 mil¬ 


has been tested against “just 
about every single portable travel 
lock, portable door lock that you 
can find on the market.” 

“We found deficiencies with 
all of them,” he said. “We were 
either able to kick through them 
very easily; they were made poor¬ 
ly; they didn’t fit in the doors that 
we commonly see.” 

This door lock is effective in 
“90 percent of the commercial 
door frames that we found, both 
industrial and household,” he 
added. 

The license agreement involves 
undisclosed fees and royalties 
which are to be repaid to the Air 
Force. Srnoyachki said he is look¬ 
ing for manufacturers to refine 
prototypes and purse full-scale 
production. 


lion from Energetic Tank for per¬ 
sonal injury, wrongful death and 
property damage. 

Nearly two years later, the case 
is ongoing. The discovery dead¬ 
line passed last month. 

Attorneys collected depositions 
from witnesses in Japan in late 
September and early October for 
the McCain case, according to 
court documents. Ten of the 12 
deposed are sailors, and the re¬ 
maining two are civilians affili¬ 
ated with Yokosuka Naval Base. 


doornbos.caitlindJstripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 
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'Brain death' assessment on NATO agenda 



By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

America’s top representative 
to NATO on Tuesday blasted 
comments by French President 
Emmanuel Macron that the 70- 
year-old alliance is “experiencing 
brain death,” saying an attempt 
to divide members is “not even 
rational.” 

“We firmly disagree with Pres¬ 
ident Macron’s assessment,” U.S. 
NATO Ambassador Kay Bailey 
Hutchison said on the eve of talks 
between alliance foreign minis¬ 
ters in Brussels. 

Macron suggested in an inter¬ 
view earlier this month that the 
European Union should do more 
on its own militarily, a view that 
NATO leaders rejected Tuesday. 

“The thought of only one of our 
countries or one of our groups of 
countries facing the enormous 
risks to our populations alone 
is not even rational,” Hutchison 
said. 

The ministerial talks come at 
a time of tension among the 29 
member states, who will attempt 
to form a united front ahead of 
a leaders’ summit next month in 
London that will include Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump. 

Allies are expected to adopt 
new measures aimed at counter¬ 
ing Russia and China. They will 
likely agree to make outer space 
a new military domain for the al¬ 
liance alongside air, land, sea and 
cyber, NATO Secretary-General 


Jens Stoltenberg said Tuesday. 

“Space is essential to the alli¬ 
ance’s defense and deterrence, 
for early warning, communica¬ 
tion and navigation,” Stoltenberg 
told reporters at the alliance’s 
headquarters in Brussels. 

The alliance “will not weapon- 
ize space,” he said. “We will not 
deploy weapons in space,” but in¬ 
stead will protect the hundreds of 
satellites orbiting the earth that 
belong to NATO members. 

NATO’s focus on space comes 
after the United States earlier this 
year set up a Space Command to 
deal with challenges posed by 
Russia and China, which could 
threaten satellites crucial to 
major military missions. Among 


the allies’ concerns are the ability 
of Russia and China to jam GPS 
communication satellites and 
launch ground-based missiles 
that can destroy satellites. 

But even as members attempt 
to project unity on issues like a 
more robust space defense strat¬ 
egy, they have been at odds on 
issues such as defense spending 
and the conflict in Syria. 

Trump’s frequent criticisms 
of NATO have strained relations 
with longtime allies such as Ger¬ 
many, and Macron’s comments in 
an interview earlier this month 
have ratcheted up tensions once 
again. 

“What we are currently ex¬ 
periencing is the brain death of 


NATO,” Macron told The Econo¬ 
mist, placing the blame for the 
alliance’s decline largely on 
unilateral U.S. moves, such as 
Trump’s decision to withdraw 
from Syria. Macron also said Eu¬ 
rope should do more on its own 
to allay concerns that America’s 
commitment to the alliance is 
waning. 

Macron’s comments drew criti¬ 
cism not only from the U.S. but 
also from European allies, in¬ 
cluding Estonia and Germany. 

Estonian President Kersti 
Kaljulaid on Friday said NATO 
“is the best system we have — the 
only system that can protect us 
all at the moment.” 

German officials, including 


Chancellor Angela Merkel, said 
the 70-year-old alliance remains 
central to European security. 

And Stoltenberg warned 
against deepening divisions be¬ 
tween Europe and the U.S. on se¬ 
curity matters. 

“The EU cannot defend Eu¬ 
rope,” he said. 

While he acknowledged that 
there are disagreements among 
members, Stoltenberg said NATO 
has a long history of working 
through its internal disputes. 

“This leaders’ meeting is time¬ 
ly, not least because questions are 
being asked about the strength of 
the trans-Atlantic relationship,” 
he said. 

Allies must remain united, 
he added, particularly as NATO 
faces new challenges, such as that 
posed by an increasingly asser¬ 
tive China. For the US., getting 
NATO to focus more on China has 
been a top priority. 

Beijing is expanding its eco¬ 
nomic, development and military 
reaches globally, Stoltenberg said. 
“We see them in Africa, in the 
Arctic, investing in infrastruc¬ 
ture in Europe and also in cyber¬ 
space,” he said. “So we need to 
assess the consequences for our 
security.” 

At the same time, the NATO 
secretary-general cautioned, the 
U.S. needs to “keep allies close” 
if it wants to effectively counter 
Beijing’s growing influence. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


Airman earns Silver Star for ’07 Afghan mission 

By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 


Lt. Gen. Jim Slife, commander of Air Force Special Operations 
Command, pins the Silver Star medal onto Chief Master Sgt. Chris 
Grove on Friday at Hurlburt Field, Fla. Grove initially earned a 
Bronze Star for his actions during a Taliban ambush in 2007. 



An airman who stepped into 
the line of fire in Afghanistan to 
call in airstrikes after his unit 
was ambushed by the Taliban 12 
years ago has been awarded the 
Silver Star, America’s third-high- 
est medal for valor. 

Then-Tech. Sgt. Chris Grove 
and his special operations team¬ 
mates were on patrol in Afghani¬ 
stan in November 2007 when the 
Taliban ambushed them with 
mortars, grenades and machine 
guns. 

With the men heavily outnum¬ 
bered and the enemy closing in. 
Grove set up an observation post 
while under fire and called in 
airstrikes. 

“While under continuous, accu¬ 
rate fire from the enemy. Grove 
valiantly controlled airstrikes 
from F-15 Strike Eagles, coordi¬ 
nating multiple 25mm strafes and 
six 500-pound bombs, decimating 
advancing enemy forces,” a state¬ 
ment by the 24th Special Opera¬ 
tions Wing said. 

At one point during the battle. 
Grove’s ground force commander 
was trapped inside a building of 
the compound as insurgents ad¬ 
vanced. The “chances of being 
overrun were rising by the min¬ 
ute,” the statement said. 

Grove called in a “complex 


danger-close airstrike,” which 
enabled his team to battle back 
against an enemy that had moved 


to within 65 feet of their isolated 
position, and allowed the ground 
force commander to escape, the 


statement said. 

Grove’s efforts also allowed his 
team to recover a fallen team¬ 
mate so that no troops were left 
behind. 

Grove was “the right airman 
at the right place, at the right 
time, who rose to the occasion 
brilliantly,” U.S. Air Force Lt. 
Gen. Jim Slife, commander of Air 
Force Special Operations Com¬ 
mand, was quoted as saying as he 
awarded the medal to Grove in 
a ceremony Friday at Air Force 
Special Operations Command 
headquarters at Hurlburt Field, 
Fla. 

“Thanks for being our example 
of the embodiment of the Ameri¬ 
can airman and a testament to 
the proud Special Tactics wing,” 
Slife said. 

Now a special tactics combat 
controller serving as the 720th 
Special Tactics Group superin¬ 
tendent, Grove downplayed his 
uniqueness, giving credit to fel¬ 
low service members in harm’s 
way. 

“It’s not about me.... There are 
hundreds of valorous acts, both in 
the last 18 years and to this day,” 
Grove said in a statement. 

Grove had previously received 
the Bronze Star, but it was up¬ 
graded as part of a military re¬ 
view into valor awards. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


UN ‘very 
‘concerned’ 
after 3 GIs 
exonerated 

Associated Press 

GENEVA — The UN. human 
rights office says it’s “very con¬ 
cerned” about President Donald 
Trump’s exoneration of three 
U.S. service members accused of 
war crimes, calling one pardon 
in a pending case “particularly 
troubling.” 

Office spokesman Rupert 
Colville said Tuesday the moves 
“run against the letter and the 
spirit of international law” re¬ 
quiring accountability for such 
violations and send a “disturb¬ 
ing signal” to military forces 
worldwide. 

One of the pardons announced 
Friday went to Mqj. Mathew 
Golsteyn, a former Green Beret 
accused of killing a suspected 
bomb-maker in Afghanistan in 
2010. Golsteyn believed the man 
was a legal target and was re¬ 
sponsible for an explosion that 
killed two U.S. Marines. 

Colville called that pardon 
“particularly troubling” because 
it cut short judicial processes. 
Golsteyn was to stand trial by 
court-martial in February. 
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Official: Iran eyes Russian 
jets if arms embargo ends 



Masoume Aliakbar, Iranian Students’ News Acency/AP 


On Monday, people walk past buildings in Karaj, Iran, that burned 
during protests which followed authorities raising gasoline prices. 

Amnesty says more than 
100 died in Iran protests 


Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates — Days of protests in Iran 
over rising fuel prices and a sub¬ 
sequent government crackdown 
have killed at least 106 people 
across the Islamic Republic, Am¬ 
nesty International said Tuesday, 
citing “credible reports.” 

Iran’s government, which has 
not made nationwide numbers 
available for the toll of the unrest 
that began Friday, did not imme¬ 
diately respond to the report. A 
request for comment to its mis¬ 
sion at the United Nations was not 
immediately acknowledged. 

The Amnesty report comes 
after a UN. agency earlier said it 
feared the unrest may have killed 
“a significant number of people.” 
Amnesty added that it “believes 
that the real death toll may be 
much higher, with some reports 
suggesting as many as 200 have 
been killed.” 

Iranian authorities have not of¬ 
fered a definitive account of how 
many people have been arrested. 


injured or killed in the protests 
that spread quickly across at least 
100 cities and towns. Authorities 
shut down internet access to the 
outside world Saturday, an outage 
that persisted Monday in the na¬ 
tion of 80 million. 

That has left only state media 
and government officials to tell 
their story. 

Absent in the coverage was an 
acknowledgement of what sparked 
the demonstrations in the first 
place. The jump in gasoline pric¬ 
es represents yet another burden 
on Iranians who have suffered 
through a painful currency col¬ 
lapse, following President Donald 
Trump’s unilateral withdrawal of 
the US. from Iran’s 2015 nuclear 
deal with world powers, and the 
reimposition of crippling US. 
economic sanctions. 

President Hassan Rouhani has 
promised that the fuel price in¬ 
crease will be used to fund new 
subsidies for poor families. But 
the decision has unleashed wide¬ 
spread anger among Iranians. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Iran will 
look to Russia and China to re¬ 
place its long-outdated fighter jets 
and tanks next year when the de¬ 
cades-old international arms em¬ 
bargo banning the country from 
purchasing such weapons abroad 
is set to expire, a senior defense 
intelligence official said Tuesday. 

The Pentagon warns in a new 
report titled “Iran Military 
Power” that the anticipated expi¬ 
ration of the United Nations’ con¬ 
ventional arms embargo on Iran 
could aid Tehran as it attempts to 
become the dominant power in 
the Middle East. The embargo, 
which dates back to the 1979 Ira¬ 
nian revolution, is set to expire in 
October 2020 as a condition of the 
2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action, better known as the Iran 
nuclear deal, which the United 
States unilaterally left last year. 

U.S. officials have cautioned 
the UN. should not allow the em¬ 
bargo to expire amid rising ten¬ 
sions between the United States 
and its allies with Iran. Tehran 
has been implicated in a series of 
attacks in recent months, includ¬ 
ing a trio of mine attacks on com¬ 
mercial shipping vessels, missile 
and drone strikes on key Saudi oil 
infrastructure and the downing 
of a U.S. drone. 

Last month, Brian Hook, the 
U.S. special envoy for Iran, 
warned U.S. lawmakers that the 
expiration of the embargo could 
spark an arms race in the Middle 
East. The defense intelligence of¬ 
ficial on Tuesday spoke of the em¬ 
bargo as though it would be lifted. 
The official spoke on condition of 


anonymity to address sensitive 
intelligence matters. 

“Iran is already evaluating and 
discussing military hardware for 
purchase primarily from Russia 
and, to a lesser extent, China,” 
according to the new Iran re¬ 
port produced by the Defense 
Intelligence Agency. It identified 
Russian Su-30 Flanker-C fighter 
jets and T-90 Main Battle Tanks 
among Iran’s primary purchas¬ 
ing targets. Tehran might also 
pursue Russian S-400 air defense 
systems, the report states. 

The report describes Iran’s air 
forces as inferior, largely because 
of their decades-old aircraft of 
US., Russian and Chinese ori¬ 
gin, for which Iran has been able 
to produce its own replacement 
parts. Its newest fighter aircraft 
are Chinese F-7N Airguard jets 
delivered to Iran most recently 
in 1996. The Iranian military 
also flies Cold War-era American 
fighters procured before the revo¬ 
lution, including the F-4 Phantom 
and F-14 Tomcat. 

Iran’s ground forces are bet¬ 
ter prepared to fight, though its 
armor forces rely on Soviet-era 
T-72S tanks from the 1970s, ac¬ 
cording to the report. 

Tehran has found success with 
in-house ballistic missile pro¬ 
duction up to the medium-range, 
meaning they can travel up to 
about 3,000 kilometers. Iran has 
the largest stockpiles of such mis¬ 
siles in the Middle East, the de¬ 
fense intelligence official said. 

Iran has also committed to its 
drone programs, which the report 
describes as its “most rapidly ad¬ 
vancing air capability.” 

Iran in recent years has de¬ 
ployed its unmanned systems to 


Syria and Iraq. It displayed its 
drone warfare capabilities with 
a 2018 strike on Islamic State in 
eastern Syria and more recently 
with its attacks on Saudi Arabia 
in September. 

Its drone programs are largely 
run through its Islamic Revolu¬ 
tionary Guard Corps, one of two 
factions of the Iranian military 
responsible largely for unconven¬ 
tional warfare and tied closely 
to Supreme Leader Ali Khame¬ 
nei. The IRGC, which includes 
about 190,000 of Iran’s estimated 
610,000 active-duty troops, have 
been blamed for all of the recent 
attacks attributed to Iran in the 
region. 

The defense intelligence offi¬ 
cial said Iran has supplied its key 
proxy forces, including Hezbollah 
and Houthi rebels in Yemen, with 
those drones as it seeks to work 
hand-in-hand with such partner 
forces to garner more influence 
throughout the region. 

Ultimately, Iran seeks to op¬ 
pose U.S. interests, deter attacks 
on its homeland and wield more 
power — including militarily — 
throughout the Middle East, the 
official said. 

“We see Iran’s goal here as try¬ 
ing to deter attacks on Iran and 
we also see Iran wanting to be 
able to project its power and in¬ 
fluence in the region and secure 
that dominant regional presence 
they seek to have,” the defense 
intelligence official said. “That’s 
partially because it provides 
them strategic depth, but also to 
be able to advance their interests 
a little more and leave them less 
vulnerable.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Thousands of student veterans to see change in living stipends 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — About 
21,000 student veterans will see 
lower living stipends next semes¬ 
ter after the Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs finally implements 
a law that alters how students are 
paid when they attend satellite 
campuses. 

For veterans who take classes 
at a satellite or branch campus, 
their monthly allowances — 
which they use for housing, utili¬ 
ties and food — will be based on 
the cost of living in the city where 
they’re taking classes, rather 
than defaulting to their school’s 
main campus. 

About 59,000 veterans are ex¬ 
pected to receive increased pay¬ 
ments because of the change, but 
about 21,000 will get less money, 
the VA estimated Tuesday. GI 
Bill benefits go to about 500,000 
students each semester. 

“These changes have the po¬ 
tential to impact thousands,” said 
Rep. Phil Roe, of Tennessee, the 


ranking Republican on the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 
“I’m concerned that despite VA’s 
best efforts, some students will be 
surprised when they see an unex¬ 
pected decrease in payment.” 

The change was part of the 
Forever GI Bill, a m^or overhaul 
of veterans’ education benefits 
that Congress passed in 2017. The 
new calculation was supposed to 
go into effect in August 2018, but 
technology failures resulted in the 
VA sending out incorrect monthly 
housing stipends to thousands of 
veterans. Some veterans received 
no monthly payments at all. 

After outcry from veterans and 
lawmakers last year, the agency 
halted the rollout. Now, it’s trying 
again. 

The VA is expected to meet a 
Dec. 1 deadline to put the change 
into effect. 

The Economic Opportunity 
subcommittee, part of the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
held a hearing Tuesday to deter¬ 
mine whether the VA was ready. 

“We are on track to meet the 


target date,” said Paul Lawrence, 
VA undersecretary for benefits. 
“We are ready to roll.” 

In addition to using the new 
calculation in the spring semes¬ 
ter, the VA will start sending out 
retroactive payments to students 
who received lower housing pay¬ 
ments since August 2018 than 
they should have under the new 
law. 

For those students who re¬ 
ceived higher living stipends over 
the past year than what’s called 
for under the law, the VA plans 
to distribute notifications that 
the overpayments will be waived. 
Congress passed a law in Decem¬ 
ber that prevents the VA from try¬ 
ing to collect money from those 
students. 

The VA is hiring 500 temporary 
employees to help with the extra 
work, said Charmain Bogue, ex¬ 
ecutive director of Education 
Services at the VA. The agency 
will also require employees to 
work mandatory overtime before 
January, which is when the first 
payments are expected to go out. 


Bogue said. 

Lawmakers expressed con¬ 
cerns Tuesday that some of the 
21,000 students who are set to 
receive lower payments would 
be unaware of the changes until 
they received their checks next 
semester. 

“Our phones are going to ring 
off the wall,” Roe said. “Students 
don’t have too much money, so 
when you reduce the amount they 
have, that’s going to be a real im¬ 
pact. The quicker they get that 
information, the better.” 

The VA sent emails about the 
changes, as well as posted on so¬ 
cial media, Lawrence said. The 
agency also identified the satellite 
schools where students are ex¬ 
pected to receive smaller checks 
and asked them to notify veterans 
at those campuses. 

Some students could receive 
hundreds of dollars less each 
month because of the change. Cit¬ 
ing one example, Bogue said San 
Francisco has a housing allow¬ 
ance of $4,300 each month, while 
Sacramento has $2,500. Under 


the new calculation, a student 
attending a Sacramento branch 
of a San Francisco-based school 
would receive the lower rate. 

Bogue said the VA would offer 
a one-time relief payment for stu¬ 
dents who unexpectedly receive 
less money at the start of the 
spring semester. Those payments 
typically take three months to 
process, but the agency is work¬ 
ing to turn those around within 
two weeks, she said. 

As the VA implements the new 
calculation, Lawrence asked law¬ 
makers for their help explaining 
that the smaller payments were 
because of a law change, not a VA 
mistake. 

“Our student veterans live on 
modest incomes, and the housing 
allowance will go down in certain 
situations,” Lawrence said. “We’d 
like your help to communicate 
this is not a VA failure — this is 
how the law and the rules work. 
We want to make sure that’s 
understood.” 


wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
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GOP questions loyalty of career Army officer 


By Lisa Mascaro 

AND Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A career 
Army officer testified Tuesday 
that President Donald Trump’s 
call with Ukraine was “im¬ 
proper,” as Republicans in the 
impeachment inquiry tried to 
undercut the national security of¬ 
ficial with remarkable exchanges 
questioning his loyalty to the US. 

Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman 
said it was his “duty” to report his 
concerns about the phone call, 
but he deflected repeated Repub¬ 
lican efforts to divulge everyone 
he told about it — an attempt by 
GOP lawmakers to identify the 
anonymous whistleblower who 
spurred the impeachment probe. 

Vindman, a 20-year military 
officer who received a Purple 
Heart after being wounded in the 
Iraq War, was among the officials 
who listened in to the July 25 call 
between Trump and Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy. 
The whistleblower raised sig¬ 
nificant worries about Trump’s 
push for Zelenskiy to investigate 
Democrats, and Vindman said he 
shared those concerns. 

“Without hesitation, I knew I 
had to report this,” Vindman told 
the House Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee. “It was inappropriate; it was 
improper for the president to de¬ 
mand an investigation into a po¬ 
litical opponent.” 

Vindman’s emotional testi¬ 
mony launched a pivotal week 
as the House’s historic impeach¬ 
ment investigation reaches fur¬ 
ther into Trump’s White House. 
Democrats say Trump’s pressure 
on Ukraine to investigate former 
Vice President Joe Biden while 
withholding US. military aid to 
Kyiv may be grounds for remov¬ 
ing the 45th president. Republi¬ 
cans have argued both that there 
was no linkage between the two 
matters and that there is nothing 
inappropriate even if there was. 

No pressure 

Vindman testified alongside 
Jennifer Williams, his coun¬ 
terpart at Vice President Mike 
Pence’s office. Both said they 
had concerns as Trump spoke 
with the newly elected Ukrainian 
president about political investi¬ 
gations into Biden. 

Trump insists Zelenskiy did 
not feel pressured and has cast 
the impeachment probe as a 
partisan affair aimed at push¬ 
ing him from office. At the White 
House, he called it a “kangaroo 
court” as Tuesday’s hearing was 
underway. 

Vindman, an immigrant who 
came to the US. as a toddler from 
Ukraine, arrived at Capitol Hill 
in military blue with a chest full 
of service medals. He opened his 
testimony by assuring his father 
he would be “fine for telling the 
truth.” 

Yet Vindman spent long 
stretches fielding Republican at¬ 
tacks on his loyalty to the US. and 
his career in public service. The 
Republicans’ lead counsel asked 
at one point about an offer to Vin- 


Williams, a career State De¬ 
partment official who has worked 
for three presidential adminis¬ 
trations and counts former Sec¬ 
retary of State Condoleezza Rice 
as a “personal hero,” said the 
Trump phone call was the first 
time she had heard anyone spe¬ 
cifically seeking investigations 
from Ukraine. 

The reference to Biden and his 
son. Hunter, “struck me as politi¬ 
cal in nature,” she said. 

Williams testified the Trump 
phone call was unlike about a 
dozen others she had heard from 
presidents over her career. When 
the White House produced a rough 
transcript later that day, she put 
it in Pence’s briefing materials. 
“I just don’t know if he read it,” 
Williams testified earlier in her 
closed-door House interview. 

Pence’s role throughout the 
impeachment inquiry has been 
unclear. 

Power dynamic 

Vindman said Trump’s remarks 
strayed from the talking points 
prepared for him. And both wit¬ 
nesses noted the use of the word 
“Burisma” on the call. That was 
a reference to the gas company 
in Ukraine where Hunter Biden 
served on the board. 

They both said Zelenskiy had 
mentioned it on the call but tes¬ 
tified it was missing from the 
rough transcript released by the 
White House. 

Vindman said he doesn’t think 
the omission of the word “Bu¬ 
risma” from the transcript of the 
July 25 call was significant. 

He said he thinks the people 
who do transcripts may not have 
caught the word. He said they put 
in “company” instead. 

At the time of the call, the offi¬ 
cials were just beginning to make 
the link with the stalled military 
aid — $391 million approved by 
Congress — that Ukraine was re¬ 
lying on as it confronts neighbor¬ 
ing Russia. 

Vindman said the uneven power 
dynamic between the presidents 
of the East European ally and the 
US. made the demand obvious. 

“The culture I come from, the 
military culture, when a senior 
asks you to do something ... it’s 
not be taken as a request; it’s to 
be taken as an order,” he said. 

It wasn’t the first time Vin¬ 
dman, a decorated Iraq War 
veteran, was alarmed over the 
administration’s push to have 
Ukraine investigate Democrats, 
he testified. 

He highlighted a July 10 meet¬ 
ing at the White House where 
he said Sondland told visiting 
Ukraine officials that they would 
need to “deliver” before next 
steps — a meeting Zelenskiy 
wanted with Trump. 

“He was talking about the 2016 
elections and an investigation into 
the Bidens and Burisma,” Vind¬ 
man testified. “The Ukrainians 
would have to deliver an investi¬ 
gation into the Bidens.” 

On both occasions, Vindman 
said, he took his concerns about 
the shifting Ukraine policy to 
the lead counsel at the NSC, John 
Eisenberg. 


Alex Brandon/AP 

From left, Rep. Joaquin Castro, D-Texas; Rep. Eric Swalwell, D-Calif.; Rep. Mike Quigley, D-lll.; Rep. 
Jackie Speier, D-Calif.; and Rep. Andre Carson, D-Ind., listen to impeachment testimony before the 
House Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington on Tuesday. 


Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, prepares 

dman from a Ukrainian official 
to become the country’s defense 
minister. 

Vindman called it “comical” 
and said he swiftly reported it up 
his chain of command. 

“I’m an American,” Vindman 
said. “And I immediately dis¬ 
missed these offers.” 

Later Tuesday, the House was 
to hear from former NSC offi¬ 
cial Timothy Morrison and Kurt 
Volker, the former Ukraine spe¬ 
cial envoy. On Wednesday, US. 
Ambassador to the European 
Union Gordon Sondland is to ap¬ 
pear. Much of Sondland’s private 
testimony to lawmakers has been 
contradicted by other witnesses. 

At the White House, Trump 
said he had watched part of the 


to question witnesses in the hearin 

day’s testimony and slammed 
the ongoing impeachment hear¬ 
ings. Over the weekend. Trump 
assailed Williams as part of the 
“Never Trumpers” who oppose 
his presidency, though there is no 
indication she has shown any par¬ 
tisanship. Trump allies have also 
repeatedly attacked Vindman’s 
loyalty. 

Vindman acknowledged the at¬ 
tacks during his testimony and 
appeared prepared to defend his 
loyalty to the United States. When 
the top Republican on the com¬ 
mittee, Rep. Devin Nunes, ad¬ 
dressed him as “Mr. Vindman,” 
the colonel reminded him to ad¬ 
dress him by his rank. 

Nunes tried to prompt the wit¬ 
nesses to name the still-anony¬ 


J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


mous whistleblower. 

He asked them who else they 
talked to about their concerns, 
bearing down once Vindman ac¬ 
knowledged one was from the 
intelligence community. The 
whistleblower is a CIA official, 
according to people with knowl¬ 
edge of the matter. 

Vindman said he does not know 
who the whistleblower is. He has 
previously said it is not him. 

Vindman is being provided se¬ 
curity by the US. Army and local 
law enforcement, according to a 
US. official. The official said the 
Army is prepared to take addi¬ 
tional steps, if needed, including 
moving Vindman and his fam¬ 
ily to a more secure location on a 
base. 
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House lawyer says 
panel investigating 
possible Trump lie 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


A Native American flag hangs above advocates at a May 2016 news conference at the Smithsonian 
National Museum of the American Indian in Washington to contest a Paris auction house’s plan to sell 
Native American remains and sacred objects. One such item, a ceremonial shield, has been returned. 

Ceremonial Native American shield 
returned to New Mexico by France 


By Matthew Barakat 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The House 
of Representatives’ top lawyer 
told a federal appeals court Mon¬ 
day that the House is investigat¬ 
ing whether President Donald 
Trump lied to special counsel 
Robert Mueller, and the attorney 
urged the judges to order the re¬ 
lease of still-secret material from 
Mueller’s investigation. 

Two of the three judges who 
heard arguments at the Court of 
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit—Ju¬ 
dith Rogers, a Clinton appointee, 
and Thomas Griffith, an appoin¬ 
tee of George W. Bush — seemed 
prepared to order at least some of 
the material sought by the House 
to be turned over. 

House General Counsel Doug¬ 
las Letter told the judges that the 
need for the still-secret material 
redacted from the Mueller report 
is “immense” because it will help 
House members answer the ques¬ 
tion, “Did the president lie? Was 
the president not truthful in his 
responses to the Mueller investi¬ 
gation?” in his written responses 
to the probe. 

The House Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee is seeking grand jury testi¬ 
mony and other details redacted 
from the public version of Muel¬ 
ler’s investigation into Russian 
meddling in the 2016 election. 

Last month, a judge ordered the 
Justice Department to turn over 
the redacted material, but the 
Trump administration appealed. 
Whatever the appeals panel de¬ 
cides, the case is likely headed to 
the Supreme Court. 

Griffith suggested that the 
House had a particular need for 
the material since the Mueller re¬ 
port ultimately left it to Congress 
to decide whether Trump had ob¬ 
structed the Mueller probe. 

A third judge. Trump appoin¬ 
tee Neomi Rao, seemed more 
sympathetic to the Justice De¬ 
partment’s arguments against 
releasing the information. She 
questioned whether the courts 
should get involved in any way in 
a dispute over impeachment be¬ 
tween the legislative and execu¬ 
tive branches. 


Justice Department lawyers 
say they are barred from releas¬ 
ing the redacted material, in part 
because an impeachment inquiry 
does not qualify as a “judicial pro¬ 
ceeding” under the federal law 
governing release of grand jury 
materials. Trump has called the 
impeachment inquiry “a witch 
hunt.” 

Letter said people connected 
to the investigation have already 
been convicted of lying to Con¬ 
gress about issues related to what 
Mueller was investigating. So, 
he said, it’s far from a stretch for 
Congress to investigate whether 
Trump lied. 

“There is evidence, very sadly, 
that the president might have 
provided untruthful answers. 
This, therefore, is obviously a key 
part of a possible impeachment 
inquiry.” 

He said the House impeach¬ 
ment inquiry is proceeding on 
two tracks: the “Ukraine matter” 
as well as “the Mueller report’s 
discussion: Did the president 
carry out obstruction of justice 
and related bad acts?” 

Democrats’ articles of impeach¬ 
ment are likely to focus mostly 
on Ukraine, though they haven’t 
ruled out wrapping in additional 
investigations. Any mentions of 
Mueller would be more likely to 
fall under articles on obstruc¬ 
tion of Congress or obstruction of 
justice. 

Griffith, in his questioning, 
raised the possibility of releasing 
less material than what U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Judge Beryl Howell called 
for in her Oct. 25 order. Griffith 
asked whether it made more 
sense for a judge to hold a hearing 
and go through each redaction in 
the Mueller report and hear ar¬ 
guments on whether Congress 
could articulate a particularized 
need for that information. 

He also asked whether the in¬ 
formation could perhaps be re¬ 
leased on a limited basis to House 
staff and lawyers while the courts 
continue to hear arguments on 
the broader question of what can 
be fully provided to Congress. 

Democrats believe the redacted 
information could shed light on 
key episodes of the investigation. 


By Mary Hudetz 
Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — A 
ceremonial Native American 
shield has been welcomed back to 
New Mexico by tribal leaders in 
the culmination of a yearslong in¬ 
ternational campaign to reclaim 
the sacred object that held a place 
in a cycle of ceremonies until it 
vanished from a mesa-top indig¬ 
enous village in the 1970s. 

Nearly four years ago, the 
shield surfaced as an auction item 
in Paris, prompting tribal leaders 
to begin making public appeals 
for it to be pulled from bidding 
and returned to them. 


By Josh Wingrove 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — Donald 
Trump’s visit to a Washington- 
area hospital Saturday was for a 
routine checkup and did not in¬ 
clude specialized cardiac or neu¬ 
rological examinations, his doctor 
said Monday. 

In a memorandum prepared 
for White House press secretary 
Stephanie Grisham, Dr. Sean 
Conley said the visit to Walter 
Reed National Military Medi¬ 
cal Center in Maryland — unan¬ 
nounced before Saturday — was 
kept off the record because of 


U.S. and Acoma Pueblo offi¬ 
cials announced Monday that an 
FBI agent delivered the shield 
from Paris last week following a 
multiagency effort that involved 
U.S. senators, diplomats and 
prosecutors. 

A federal judge on Monday dis¬ 
missed a civil forfeiture case that 
removes the final hurdle for the 
shield to be formally returned to 
Acoma Pueblo. 

“Our prayers have been an¬ 
swered,” said Acoma Pueblo Gov. 
Brian Vallo, appearing alongside 
federal law enforcement officials. 
“I am so grateful that we can do 
this — that our grandchildren 
and our great-grandchildren and 


“scheduling uncertainties.” 

The physician described it as a 
“routine, planned interim check¬ 
up” that lasted a little more than 
an hour and included an exam, 
labs and discussions. 

Trump then took a brief tour of 
the hospital, Conley said. 

“Despite some of the specula¬ 
tion, the president has not had any 
chest pain, nor was he evaluated 
or treated for any urgent or acute 
issues,” Conley said in the memo¬ 
randum. “Specifically, he did not 
undergo any specialized cardiac 
or neurologic evaluations.” 

Conley wrote that Trump’s 
primary care occurs continu- 


those not yet born will have the 
opportunity to continue this way 
of life and that they will do it 
with the protection of our sacred 
shield.” 

The shield — a colorful, circu¬ 
lar piece featuring the face of a 
Kachina, or ancestral spirit, and 
dangling feathers — is among 
hundreds of Native American 
items, many of them considered 
sacred by tribes, to be sent to 
Paris auction houses by collectors 
over the years. U.S. laws prohibit 
the trafficking of certain tribal 
items domestically, but it doesn’t 
explicitly ban dealers from ex¬ 
porting them. 


ously and “is not just a single an¬ 
nual event.” He plans to conduct a 
more comprehensive exam after 
the New Year and said he would 
issue a full summary of the presi¬ 
dent’s heath after that. 

Trump allowed Conley to share 
measures of his cholesterol, the 
doctor said. His total cholesterol 
is 165, down from 196 earlier this 
year and 223 in January of 2018. 

Trump’s unannounced visit to 
Walter Reed, coming relatively 
soon after his last physical in 
February, led to some specula¬ 
tion about his health, particularly 
among his critics. 


Doctor: President’s hospital visit routine 
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Hoping to avoid shutdown 
Dems propose stopgap bill 


With bipartisan, bicameral cooperation, we can 
safely fund the federal government through mid- 
December so talks can continue, f 

Mitch McConnell 

Senate majority leader 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., center, walks to 
the podium on Oct. 29 on Capitol Hill in Washington. McConnell has 
voiced optimism that Congress can complete its work on a budget 
agreement. 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — House 
Democrats released a temporary 
govemmentwide funding bill 
Monday to forestall a shutdown 
and give negotiators through 
Dec. 20 to try to hash out details 
of more than $1.4 trillion worth of 
unfinished spending legislation. 

The legislation faces a House 
vote Tuesday as Congress races 
to act before a midnight Thursday 
deadline to prevent a shutdown. 

Bill sponsor Rep. Nita Lowey, 
D-N.Y., said the measure “is nec¬ 
essary to keep government open 
as we work towards completing 
the appropriations process.” 

The measure contains an as¬ 
sortment of technical provisions 
to ensure spending on the de¬ 
cennial U.S. Census can ramp 
up despite delays in the agency’s 
full-year funding bill. It also re¬ 
verses a planned cut in highway 
spending next year and offers 
greater assurances about funding 


a 3.1% pay raise for the military 
that takes effect Jan. 1. 

It would also extend for an¬ 
other three months surveillance- 
related provisions of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act 
that expire Dec. 15, including a 
provision allowing the govern¬ 
ment to gain access to business 
records and conduct roving 
wiretaps of people trying to duck 
surveillance. 

M^ority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell, R-Ky, said the Senate 
will pass the measure by Thurs¬ 
day and said President Donald 
Trump has indicated he’ll sign 
it. Trump sparked last winter’s 


record 35-day partial shutdown 
amid a battle over his long-prom¬ 
ised border wall. 

A fight is again underway over 
Trump’s increasingly large de¬ 
mands for wall funding, and the 
issue is the main roadblock in 
wrapping up this year’s round of 
spending bills. 

At issue is follow-on legisla¬ 
tion to implement the details of 
this summer’s hard-won budget 
agreement, which distributed 
budget increases to the Pentagon 
and domestic agencies. Demo¬ 
crats are complaining that wall 
funding demands mean short¬ 
changing programs like health 


care and education. 

Talks to break the gridlock on 
appropriations have sputtered. 
Efforts to win additional fund¬ 
ing above this summer’s budget 
deal for Democratic priorities 
have been rejected by the White 
House. 

“We’re still talking, but we 
have some impediments,” said 
Senate Appropriations Commit¬ 
tee Chairman Richard Shelby, 
R-Ala. “Seems like we make a 


step, couple steps positive and 
then sideways and then a step 
backwards.” 

“With bipartisan, bicameral co¬ 
operation, we can safely fund the 
federal government through mid- 
December so talks can continue,” 
McConnell said. “And then, with 
more cooperation, we can reach 
agreement on allocations and 
pass as many of the 12 appropria¬ 
tions bills as possible before the 
end of the year.” 


Sources: Senators probing IRS whistleblower complaint 


By Jeff Stein 
AND Tom Hamburger 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Two Sena¬ 
tors are probing a whistleblower’s 
allegations that at least one po¬ 
litical appointee at the Treasury 
Department may have tried to 
interfere with the audit of Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump or Vice Pres¬ 
ident Mike Pence, according to 
two people with knowledge of the 
matter, a sign that lawmakers are 
moving to investigate the com¬ 
plaint lodged by a senior staffer 
at the Internal Revenue Service. 

Staff for Sens. Chuck Grassley, 
R-Iowa, and Ron Wyden, D-Ore., 
the chair and ranking Democrat 
on the Senate Finance Commit¬ 
tee, met with the IRS whistle¬ 
blower earlier this month, those 


people said. Follow-up interviews 
are being scheduled to further 
explore the whistleblower’s 
allegations. 

It could not be learned to what 
extent the senators view the whis¬ 
tleblower as a credible source. 
Trump administration officials 
have previously downplayed the 
complaint’s significance and sug¬ 
gested it is politically motivated. 

The whistleblower, a career 
IRS official, initially filed a com¬ 
plaint in July, reporting that he 
was told that at least one Trea¬ 
sury political appointee attempt¬ 
ed to improperly interfere with 
the annual audit of the president’s 
or vice president’s tax returns. 

In recent weeks, the whistle¬ 
blower filed additional docu¬ 
mentation related to the original 
complaint, which was given to 


congressional officials in July, 
the two people said. These people 
spoke on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity due to the sensitivity of 
the complaint, which pertains to a 
confidential IRS audit that cannot 
be disclosed under federal law. 

The contents of the additional 
information provided by the 
whistleblower were not known. 

The IRS whistleblower com¬ 
plaint was first disclosed in 
an August court filing by Rep. 
Richard Neal, D-Mass., the chair 
of the House Ways and Means 
Committee. 

It raises the prospect that 
Trump administration officials 
at Treasury tried to improperly 
interfere with the IRS audit pro¬ 
cess. That process is supposed 
to be walled off from political 
interference. 


Neal made the disclosure in 
court filings as part of his battle 
with the Trump administration 
over the president’s tax returns, 
which the Treasury Department 
has refused to furnish. 

At the time, Neal said the whis¬ 
tleblower complaint raises “seri¬ 
ous and urgent concerns” about 
the integrity of the IRS audit 
process. 

A person close to Neal, who 
spoke on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity, said the office’s position 
on the complaint is unchanged 
and its investigation is ongoing. 

The Treasury inspector gen¬ 
eral has opened a review of the 
Treasury Department’s handling 
of House Democrats’ request 
for Trump’s tax returns. Asked 
whether that review would look 
at the IRS whistleblower’s com¬ 


plaint, Rich Delmar, the act¬ 
ing inspector general, said in an 
email that “the inquiry is ongoing 
and will take into account that 
aspects of the underlying matter 
are the subject of litigation.” 

The whistleblower also previ¬ 
ously told The Washington Post 
that he had sent his complaint to 
Grassley, Neal and the Treasury 
Department Inspector General 
for Tax Administration, a sepa¬ 
rate watchdog at Treasury. 

Spokespeople for Grassley and 
Wyden declined to confirm their 
meeting with the whistleblower, 
citing strict federal privacy laws 
related to taxpayer information. 
The White House, Treasury De¬ 
partment and Treasury Depart¬ 
ment Inspector General for Tax 
Administration also declined to 
comment. 


Top court puts temporary hold on release of Trump’s taxes 


By Robert Barnes 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Su¬ 
preme Court on Monday gave 
itself a little more time to decide 
whether a House committee gets 
to see President Donald Trump’s 
financial records. 

Chief Justice John Roberts 
put on hold “until further order” 
a lower court’s ruling that said 
the accounting firm Mazars USA 
must turn over eight years of per¬ 
sonal and business financial re¬ 
cords to the House Oversight and 
Reform Committee. 

The House itself had acqui¬ 


esced to such a move earlier on 
Monday. Without the court’s in¬ 
tervention, the firm would have 
been required to turn over the 
records on Wednesday. 

Trump last week asked the 
high court to stop the order from 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
D.C. Circuit. 

The president’s lawyer, William 
Consovoy, told the Supreme Court 
that under the lower court’s deci¬ 
sion, “any committee of Congress 
can subpoena any personal infor¬ 
mation from the president; all the 
committee needs to say is that it’s 
considering legislation that would 
force presidents to disclose that 


same information.” 

House General Counsel Doug¬ 
las Letter said in a letter to the 
court Monday morning that the 
committee will oppose Trump’s 
motion. But “out of courtesy to 
this court,” Letter said the com¬ 
mittee did not oppose putting the 
D.C. Circuit Court’s ruling on 
hold temporarily. 

Roberts said in his short order 
that the House’s opposition to 
Trump’s filing should be filed by 
Thursday. 

The case is one of two at the Su¬ 
preme Court in which Trump is 
fighting to keep his financial re¬ 
cords and tax returns secret. He 


has also asked the court to review 
a ruling of the U.S. Court of Ap¬ 
peals for the 2nd Circuit that said 
roughly the same materials must 
be turned over to state prosecu¬ 
tors in New York. 

Manhattan District Attorney 
Cyrus Vance has said his office is 
investigating whether state laws 
were broken by alleged hush- 
money payments during Trump’s 
2016 campaign to Stormy Dan¬ 
iels, an adult film actress, and to 
former Playboy model Karen Mc- 
Dougal. Both say they had affairs 
with Trump; he has denied the af¬ 
fairs and any wrongdoing. 



Mary Altaffer/AP 


Manhattan District Attorney 
Cyrus Vance, shown in 2017, is 
investigating whether President 
Donald Trump’s 2016 campaign 
violated state laws. 
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Ray Chavez, (Walnut Creek, Calif.) East Bay Times/AP 


Contra Costa County Sheriff deputies investigate a multiple shooting 
on Halloween at a rental home in Orinda, Calif. Chaig;es have not yet 
been filed against five men arrested in connection with the shooting. 


No charges filed yet 
in Halloween shooting 


Associated Press 

ORINDA, Calif. — Prosecutors 
said Monday that they won’t im¬ 
mediately file criminal charges 
against five men arrested on sus¬ 
picion of shooting up a San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay Area Halloween party, 
killing five people. 

The Contra Costa County dis¬ 
trict attorney’s office couldn’t 
meet the standard for filing 
charges by Monday’s deadline, 
spokesman Scott Alonso said. 

“We need more information,” 
he said. “We are not ready to 
file charges and we will not file 
charges until we can. 

“This is a very complex case,” 
he added. 

Charges “absolutely” could be 
filed later, he said. 

Because of the filing deadline, 
the men must be released from 
custody unless they have parole 
violations or warrants, Alonso 
said. 

After a series of raids in sever¬ 
al Bay Area cities, four men were 
arrested Thursday on suspicion of 
murder. The party promoter was 
arrested on suspicion of being an 


accessory. 

The Oct. 31 shooting at an Air- 
bnb rental home in quiet, upscale 
Orinda was a “bloodbath,” Contra 
Costa Sheriff David Livingston 
said last week. 

Members of rival gangs from 
San Francisco and Marin City 
were among the estimated 100 
people at the unsanctioned party, 
which was advertised on social 
media, he said. 

Livingston said that an alter¬ 
cation started in the kitchen of 
the house, and witnesses told 
investigators someone tried to 
steal someone else’s property, 
which may have precipitated the 
shooting. 

The shooting killed Tiyon Far¬ 
ley, 22, of Antioch; Omar Taylor, 
24, of Pittsburg; Raymon Hill Jr., 
23, of San Francisco and Oakland; 
Javlin County, 29, of Sausalito and 
Richmond; and Oshiana Tomp¬ 
kins, 19, of Vallejo and Hercules. 

Two of the dead had guns, Liv¬ 
ingston said. 

Five people were injured, in¬ 
cluding one who jumped from a 
balcony to escape the gunfire. 


Michael Jackson accusers’ 
suits likely to be restored 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A California 
appeals court appeared strongly 
inclined Monday to give new life 
to lawsuits filed by two men who 
accuse Michael Jackson of re¬ 
peatedly molesting them when 
they were boys. 

Three judges from the 2nd 
District Court of Appeal said in 
a tentative ruling that lawsuits 
from James Safechuck and Wade 
Robson against two corporate en¬ 
tities that Jackson owned should 
be reconsidered by the trial court 
that dismissed them in 2017. 

Robson, 37, and Safechuck, 41, 
who became known to a broad 
audience when they aired their 
accusations earlier this year in 


the Emmy-winning HBO docu¬ 
mentary “Leaving Neverland,” 
sat together in a downtown Los 
Angeles courtroom during Mon¬ 
day’s brief hearing. 

Outside, their attorney Vince 
Finaldi said the decision was the 
right one and they are pleased. 

“All they’ve ever wanted is 
their day in court,” Finaldi said. 

The suits filed in 2013 that 
were dismissed because statutes 
of limitations had expired can be 
revived because of a new state law 
signed last month by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom that gives those who say 
they were sexually abused until 
age 40, up from age 26, to file 
lawsuits. It also gives victims of 
all ages a three-year window to 
sue starting Jan. 1. 


Rancher gets life in prison 
in beating death of fiancee 



Christian Murdock, The (Colorado Springs, Colo.) Gazette/AP 


Teller County sheriff’s deputies lead Patrick Frazee out of the Teller 
County Courthouse in Cripple Creek, Colo., on April 5. A jury 
Monday convicted Frazee of beating his fiancee to death 


Associated Press 

CRIPPLE CREEK, Colo. — A 
Colorado rancher was sentenced 
to life in prison without parole 
Monday shortly after a jury con¬ 
victed him of beating his fiancee 
to death with a baseball bat and 
setting the woman’s remains on 
fire to hide the evidence. 

Patrick Frazee was convicted 
of first-degree murder and other 
charges after the jury deliberated 
four hours. Less than an hour 
later, a judge sentenced him to 
the life term plus 156 years, the 
mandatory sentence after pros¬ 
ecutors previously decided not to 
seek the death penalty. 

“Your actions were vicious, 
senseless, without reason or ex¬ 
planation,“ Judge Scott Sells told 
Frazee. 

Prosecutors said Frazee, 33, 
killed Kelsey Berreth, 29, a flight 
instructor and the mother of their 
1-year-old, in her home. She was 
last seen with her infant daugh¬ 
ter on a grocery store video on 
Thanksgiving Day 2018. Her 
body was never found. 

Frazee showed no reaction 
to the verdict, while Berreth’s 
family sobbed and hugged one 
another. 

With little physical evidence, 
prosecutors relied heavily on the 
testimony of Krystal Lee, a for¬ 
mer nurse who has known Frazee 
for more than a decade, and the 


location of Frazee’s and Berreth’s 
cellphones in the days after she 
disappeared. 

Lee, who lives in Hansen, 
Idaho, testified that Frazee asked 
her to clean up the scene of the 
killing and that she watched him 
burn a plastic tote she believed 
contained Berreth’s body. 

Lee acknowledged she took 
Berreth’s cellphone with her to 
Idaho at Frazee’s request to try to 


deceive investigators about Ber¬ 
reth’s whereabouts. She reached 
a plea deal with prosecutors for 
tampering with evidence and 
faces up to three years in prison. 

On the final day of testimony, 
jail inmate Jacob Bentley told the 
jury that Frazee asked him to kill 
Lee, her relatives and the case’s 
lead investigator while the two 
of them were housed near each 
other. 


2 jail guards monitoring Epstein 
charged with falsifying records 


By Michael Balsamo, Larry Neumeister 
AND Tom Hays 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Two jail guards responsible for 
monitoring Jeffrey Epstein the night he killed him¬ 
self were charged Tuesday with falsifying prison 
records to conceal they were sleeping and browsing 
the internet during the hours they were supposed to 
be keeping a close watch on prisoners. 

Guards Toval Noel and Michael Thomas were ac¬ 
cused in a grand jury indictment of neglecting their 
duties by failing to check on Epstein for nearly eight 
hours and of fabricating log entries to show they had 
been making checks every 30 minutes as required. 

Prosecutors allege that instead of making their 
required rounds, the two guards sat at their desks, 
browsed the internet and walked around the unit’s 
common area. During one two-hour period, the in¬ 
dictment said, both appeared to have been asleep. 

The charges against the officers are the first in 
connection with the wealthy financier’s death in 
August at the Metropolitan Correctional Center in 
New York, where he had been awaiting trial on sex 
trafficking charges. 

The city’s medical examiner ruled Epstein’s 
death a suicide. Prosecutors said surveillance cam¬ 
eras confirmed that no one else entered the area in 
which he was housed. 

“As alleged, the defendants had a duty to ensure 
the safety and security of federal inmates in their 
care at the Metropolitan Correctional Center. In¬ 
stead, they repeatedly failed to conduct mandated 


checks on inmates and lied on official forms to hide 
their dereliction,” U.S. Attorney Geoffrey S. Ber¬ 
man said. 

A lawyer for Thomas, Montell Figgins, said both 
guards are being “scapegoated.” 

“We feel this a rush to judgment by the U.S. attor¬ 
ney’s office,” he said. “They’re going after the low 
man on the totem pole here.” 

Epstein’s death was a mqjor embarrassment for 
the U.S. Bureau of Prisons. 

The cell where he died was in a high-security 
unit, famous for having held terrorists and drug car¬ 
tel kingpins. Epstein’s death, though, revealed the 
jail was suffering from problems including chronic 
staffing shortages that lead to mandatory over¬ 
time for guards day after day and other staff being 
pressed into service as correctional officers. 

Attorney General William Barr had previously 
said investigators found “serious irregularities” at 
the jail and the FBI’s investigation had been slowed 
because some witnesses were uncooperative. 

Epstein had been placed on suicide watch after he 
was found July 23 on the floor of his cell with a strip 
of bedsheet around his neck. 

The indictment said he was on that watch for 24 
hours before he was moved to psychological obser¬ 
vation until July 30, several days before his death. 

Prosecutors had wanted the guards to admit they 
falsified the prison records as part of a plea offer 
that they rejected, according to people familiar with 
the matter. They spoke on the condition of anonym¬ 
ity because they were not permitted to publicly dis¬ 
cuss the investigation. 
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Report: US failing to stop China's research theft 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The United 
States government has failed to 
stop China from stealing intel¬ 
lectual property from American 
universities and lacks a compre¬ 
hensive strategy for dealing with 
the threat, a congressional report 
concluded Monday. 

The report says the FBI should 
be more effective and consistent 
in warning colleges and universi¬ 
ties about the threat of Chinese 
economic and industrial espio¬ 
nage. It also says agencies that 
award research grants or provide 
visas for scientists don’t do enough 
to monitor or track the recipients 
and says universities themselves 
must do a better job identifying 
foreign funding sources and con¬ 
flicts of interest among scientists 
on their campuses. 

The problem is especially ur¬ 


gent, says the report from the 
Senate’s Permanent Subcommit¬ 
tee on Investigations, because 
billions of dollars in taxpayer- 
funded research have “contrib¬ 
uted to China’s global rise over 
the last 20 years” and to its goal 
of being a world leader in science 
and technology by 2050. 

“As American policymakers 
navigate an increasingly compli¬ 
cated relationship with China, it is 
not in our national security inter¬ 
est to fund China’s economic and 
military development with tax¬ 
payer dollars,” the report says. 

The report is the most recent 
government study to analyze Chi¬ 
nese intellectual property theft on 
college campuses and to scruti¬ 
nize the shortcomings of govern¬ 
ment agencies in addressing the 
problem. It focuses on Chinese 
programs that recruit scientists 
with access to cutting-edge tech¬ 
nology in the US. and incentivize 


them to conduct research for Bei¬ 
jing’s gain and even to steal the 
work of American academics. 

In recent years, the report says, 
the programs have been exploited 
by scientists who have download¬ 
ed sensitive research files before 
returning to China, filed patents 
based on US. research, lied on 
grant applications and failed to 
disclose money they’d received 
from Chinese institutions. 

“The US. academic commu¬ 
nity is in the crosshairs of not 
only foreign competitors contend¬ 
ing for the best and brightest but 
also of foreign nation states that 
seek to transfer valuable intellec¬ 
tual capital and steal intellectual 
property,” the report states. “As 
the academic community looks to 
the federal government for guid¬ 
ance and direction on mitigat¬ 
ing threats, the US. government 
must provide effective, useful, 
timely and specific threat infor¬ 


mation and tools to counter the 
threats.” 

The report takes aim at the 
lack of transparency in how the 
programs are run, recommend¬ 
ing that agencies that distribute 
research grants stop funding 
participants in them absent full 
disclosure of the terms and con¬ 
ditions of membership. 

The most prominent of the 
programs, known as the Thou¬ 
sand Talents Plan, has gone un¬ 
derground amid heightened US. 
scrutiny, with some Chinese gov¬ 
ernment websites deleting online 
references to it. But it has contin¬ 
ued operating. Participants are 
asked to sign legally binding con¬ 
tracts that include nondisclosure 
agreements and that make clear 
that Chinese institutions will re¬ 
tain the rights to at least some of 
the intellectual property created 
by the researcher in the US. 

The report singles out multiple 


agencies for criticism, saying for 
instance that the National Science 
Foundation — which funds about 
a quarter of all federally funded 
basic research at colleges and 
universities — has taken insuf¬ 
ficient steps to vet grantees and 
avoid misappropriation of their 
funds. It cites as one example a 
Virginia Tech researcher who 
was accused of using NSF grants 
for research he knew had already 
been done in China. 

In a statement Monday, the NSF 
said it is in the process of clarify¬ 
ing policy guidance for research¬ 
ers on requirements to disclose 
foreign and domestic funding. 
It also has barred members of 
its workforce from participating 
in talent recruitment programs 
operated by certain countries 
and has commissioned a study 
on how to “maintain balance be¬ 
tween openness and security of 
science.” 


Syracuse University frat events 
on hold amid reports of racism 


By Carolyn Thompson 

Associated Press 

A student sit-in entered its sixth day 
Monday, fraternity events were suspended 
and as much as $50,000 in reward money 
was offered following reports of racist epi¬ 
sodes at Syracuse University in New York. 

Students in recent weeks have reported 
shouted slurs, vandalism and graffiti tar¬ 
geting Jews, Asians and black students. 

Chancellor Kent Syverud suspended one 
fraternity Sunday, along with social events 
for the others, after the latest report the 
night before. 

A black student filed a complaint saying 
she was verbally harassed as she walked 
by a group of people identified by investi¬ 
gators as members and guests of the sus¬ 
pended fraternity. 

“It is the collective responsibility of our 
fraternities and our whole university to re¬ 
flect on how to prevent this very troubling 
behavior in the future,” Syverud said in a 
video message. 

The slurs followed several unsolved 
discoveries of graffiti and vandalism be¬ 
ginning in early November, when ceiling 
lights were pulled out and put in a toilet in 
a residence hall bathroom was scrawled 
with racist slurs. 

Another slur was written on a bulletin 
board two floors down, according to The 
Daily Orange, the independent campus 
newspaper. 

Since then, the Public Safety Department 
has received reports including swastikas 
in a snowbank and a second residence hall 
and racist graffiti in the physics building. 

Chief Bobby Maldonado on Sunday an¬ 
nounced 16-hour shifts for campus police 
officers and increased patrols, as well as 
$50,000 in rewards for information about 
those responsible. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has directed the 
State Police Hate Crimes Task Force and 
Division of Human Rights to help in the in¬ 
vestigation and prosecution. 

The Student African-American Society, 
meanwhile, has led a protest at the campus 
wellness center since Nov. 13 to demand 
stronger diversity programming for stu¬ 
dents and staff and the expulsion of any 


students involved with the racist graffiti. 

The private central New York school 
enrolls nearly 23,000 students, of which 
about 8% are Hispanic or Latino, 7% are 
black and 6% are Asian, according to the 
university website. More than half of stu¬ 
dents are white. 

An online fundraising campaign to sus¬ 
tain the protest was drawing support from 
Syracuse alumni, 

is the 
collective 
responsibility 
of our 
fraternities 
and our 
whole 
university 
to reflect 
on how to 
prevent this 
very troubling 
behavior in 
the future. ^ 

Kent Syverud . 

University of Syracuse *eir 

. involvement and 
said he is working 
to create plans to 
address their concerns. He urged faculty 
members to get involved. 

“Our response is taking time because we 
want to get this right, because we must get 
this right,” he said in a statement. 

Last year, Syracuse University perma¬ 
nently expelled a fraternity and took dis¬ 
ciplinary action against several members 
after videos emerged showing the men 
laughing and taking part in performanc¬ 
es punctuated by racist language against 
blacks, Jews and Hispanics and simulating 
the sexual assault of a disabled person. 

Syverud at the time called the video 
“racist, anti-Semitic, homophobic, ableist 
and sexist,” while some students contend¬ 
ed it illustrated larger issues of racism 
and sexism at the university. 


some of whom 
wrote in comments 
that they were 
ashamed of what 
was happening. 

“We are demand¬ 
ing direct action by 
the administration 
to live up to the 
promise Syracuse 
University gives to 
make the campus 
an inclusive living 
environment for all 
students,” the cam¬ 
paign’s organizers 
wrote. 

The incoming 
interim vice chan¬ 
cellor and provost, 
John Liu, thanked 


chancellor 



Bill Sikes/AP 


The Autherine Lucy Clock Tower at Malone Hood Plaza stands in front of Foster 
Auditorium on the University of Alabama campus in Tuscaloosa. The number of 
Chinese students at the University of Alabama has decreased by 43% over the past 
two years, to 266, according to the university’s annual enrollment report. 


US again draws fewer foreign students 

Associated Press Cultural Affairs, said students are deterred 


The number of foreign students com¬ 
ing to US. colleges and universities con¬ 
tinued to fall last year, according to a new 
report, but the Trump administration says 
the drop should be blamed on high tuition 
costs and not students’ concerns over the 
nation’s political atmosphere. 

An annual report from the Institute of 
International Education found that the 
number of newly enrolled international 
students dipped by 1% in fall 2018 com¬ 
pared with the year before. It follows de¬ 
creases of 7% and 3% in the previous two 
years, which were the first downturns in 
more than a decade. 

The downturn is a worry for universities 
that have come to rely on tuition from for¬ 
eign students, who are typically charged 
higher rates. Some schools have blamed 
President Donald Trump’s rhetoric against 
immigrants for driving students away, but 
officials at the State Department, which 
pays for the annual report, dismissed the 
idea. 

Caroline Casagrande, deputy assistant 
secretary for academic programs at the 
department’s Bureau of Educational and 


by the high cost to attend US. schools. She 
said the downturn is tied to students who 
were applying to college during the Obama 
administration, and that the numbers ap¬ 
pear to be rebounding under Trump. 

While fewer new students are coming, 
the study found that more are staying for 
professional training after they graduate. 
More than 220,000 were granted permis¬ 
sion to stay for temporary work through a 
federal program, an increase of about 10% 
over fall 2017. 

China continued to send more students 
than any other country, followed by India, 
South Korea and Saudi Arabia. But boom¬ 
ing years of growth from China have lev¬ 
eled off The number of overall Chinese 
students in the country ticked up by less 
than 2%, and some campuses have seen 
m^or decreases in Chinese enrollment. 

The number of Chinese students at the 
University of Alabama has decreased by 
43% over the past two years, to 266, ac¬ 
cording to the university’s annual enroll¬ 
ment report. At the University of Iowa and 
at Kansas State University, Chinese enroll¬ 
ment fell by about a third in that span. 
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A man smokes an electronic cigarette in Mayfield Heights, Ohio. President Donald Trump 
has reconsidered a ban on most flavored e-cigarettes, leaving the fate of the proposed 
measure uncertain. 


Trump ban 
on flavored 
e-cigarettes 
is in doubt 

By Jonathan Lemire, 
Matthew Perrone 
AND Darlene Superville 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — When President Donald 
Trump boarded Air Force One to fly to a Ken¬ 
tucky campaign rally two weeks ago, a plan 
was in place for him to give final approval to a 
plan to ban most flavored e-cigarettes. 

By the time Trump landed back at Joint 
Base Andrews outside Washington a few hours 
later, the plan was off Its future is unclear. 

For nearly two months, momentum had 
been building inside the White House to try 
to halt a youth vaping epidemic that experts 
feared was hurting as many as 5 million 
teenagers. 

Both first lady Melania Trump and Ivanka 
Trump, the president’s daughter and senior 
adviser, pushed for the ban, which was also 
being championed internally by White House 
counselor Kellyanne Conway, who has taken 
the lead on some public health issues. 

But as Trump sat surrounded by political 
advisers on the flights to and from Lexington, 
he grew reluctant to sign the ban, convinced it 
could alienate voters who would be financially 
or otherwise affected by a vaping ban, accord¬ 
ing to two White House and campaign officials 
not authorized to speak publicly about private 
conversations. 

A news conference scheduled by Health 
and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar to 
announce the ban was canceled, while more 
meetings with industry leaders and lobbyists 
were proposed, according to the officials. 

Trump tweeted last week that he’ll be meet¬ 
ing with vaping industry representatives, 
medical professionals and others “to come up 
with an acceptable solution to the Vaping and 
E-cigarette dilemma.” The White House has 
yet to announce a date for a meeting. 

This month. Trump campaign manager 
Brad Parscale and others showed the presi¬ 
dent polling data indicating that e-cigarette 


President Donald Trump’s 
campaign manager, Brad 
Parscale, and others 
showed the president 
polling data indicating that 
e-cigarette users could 
abandon him if he followed 
through with the ban, two 
unnamed officials said. 


users could abandon him if he followed 
through with the ban, the officials said. 

Campaign aides also highlighted an aggres¬ 
sive social media campaign — #IVapeIVote 
— in which advocates claimed a ban would 
force the closure of vaping shops, eliminat¬ 
ing jobs and sending users of electronic ciga¬ 
rettes back to traditional smokes. Parscale 
also pointed out the risk that a ban could have 
on e-cigarette users in key battleground states 
that Trump narrowly won in 2016. 

Others in the West Wing, including Conway, 
have argued that a ban could be a winning 
issue with suburban voters, including moth¬ 
ers, who have fled the president in large num¬ 


bers. Few would predict where Trump would 
end up. 

The vaping industry’s largest trade group 
said Monday the administration was heading 
“in the right direction for adult smokers and 
their families.” 

“Bans don’t work; they never have,” Tony 
Abboud, executive director of the Vapor Tech¬ 
nology Association, said in a statement. 

Gregory Conley, president of the American 
Vaping Association, an advocacy organiza¬ 
tion, added that the government should put in 
place “sensible and targeted regulations” be¬ 
fore it resorts to prohibition, which opponents 
of a ban said could lead to the creation of an 
underground market for e-cigarettes. 

But Matt Myers, president of the Campaign 
for Tobacco-Free Kids, said Trump would 
be guilty of “terrible public policy” and “bad 
politics” if he backs down. 

“This is one of the very few issues on which 
public views are unified,” Myers said in a tele¬ 
phone interview. “There are a small number 
of vape shop owners who are loud and don’t 
care. But there are millions more moms and 
dads who are deeply concerned.” 

Robin Koval, president and CEO of the 
Truth Initiative, a nonprofit, anti-tobacco or¬ 
ganization, called on Trump to implement the 
original plan. “The health of America’s youth 
must come first and is not for sale or political 
gain,” Koval said in a statement. 


Study: Free home HIV tests help detect infections 


Associated Press 

Mailing free home HIV tests to 
high-risk men offers a potentially 
better strategy for detecting in¬ 
fections than usual care. 

That’s according to a U.S. gov¬ 
ernment study that resulted in 
many more infections found—in¬ 
cluding among friends with whom 
recipients shared extra kits. 

The experiment recruited 
2,600 men from online social 
network and music sites. Half of 
them were sent four free test kits 
but could order more. Many did, 
and shared them. The rest got a 
link to local testing services. 

Overall, 25 infections were de¬ 
tected in the self-testing group, 
compared with 11 in the other 
group. Even more infections — 34 


— were detected among friends 
of those who shared tests. 

More than 70% of participants 
who learned of positive results 
sought treatment. 

The study was published Mon¬ 
day in JAMA Internal Medicine. 

Other studies have tested the 
benefits of home HIV tests but 
the current one is the first inter¬ 
net-based effort with a mail-order 
advantage, the researchers said. 

“Self-testing is an important 
option for some people and in 
some situations it saves time, of¬ 
fers privacy and reaches people 
who may not be able to or willing 
to access existing testing servic¬ 
es,” said Robin MacGowan, the 
lead author and a researcher at 
the federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The CDC 



AP 


A patient uses an oral test for 
HIV at a Washington Department 
of Motor Vehicles in 2012. A 
federal study found mailing free 
home tests may help improve 
detection of the virus. 

paid for, designed and conducted 
the study. 

A little over 1 million Ameri¬ 
cans are living with HIV, the 


virus that causes AIDS. More 
than two-thirds of newly diag¬ 
nosed people are men who have 
sex with men, like those in the 
study, and 1 in 6 of these men is 
unaware of his infection. 

The CDC launched the study in 
2015, three years after the U.S. 
approved the OraQuick saliva 
test, an over-the-counter HIV test 
for home use. The study used the 
OraQuick saliva test plus a finger 
stick blood test, which was sent to 
a lab. OraQuick tests are sold in 
many pharmacies for about $35 
to $50 per kit. 

Men received no advice on 
how often to test; the average 
was about five tests during the 
yearlong study in the home-test 
group, compared with about two 
in the others. 


Anti-meth 
campaign 
in SD is 
ridiculed 

By Stephen Groves 

Associated Press 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — South 
Dakota sparked online guffaws 
Monday by rolling out an anti¬ 
drug campaign featuring people 
saying, “Meth, I’m on it.” The 
governor said the backlash proves 
the effort to raise awareness is 
working. 

The nearly $1.4 million cam¬ 
paign aimed at tackling the state’s 
methamphetamine epidemic in¬ 
cludes $449,000 paid to the Min¬ 
neapolis-based ad agency that 
created the tagline. 

A press release for the cam¬ 
paign said it uses “impactful, 
even shocking” images of South 
Dakotans to try to communicate 
that meth should be tackled by 
everyone. 

The images featured the words, 
“Meth. I’m on it.” over photos of 
people in cowboy hats, in a coffee 
shop or on a football field. 

“We didn’t want this to look like 
every other anti-drug campaign,” 
said Laurie Gill, the secretary for 
the Department of Social Servic¬ 
es, which oversaw the campaign. 

Many on social media joked 
about the images making it ap¬ 
pear the people in the photos are 
on meth. 

One Twitter user posted, “It 
seems that if I’m on meth, I can 
live to a ripe old age, eat in restau¬ 
rants, play football with my pals, 
and have a family. That sounds 
much better than the life I’m hav¬ 
ing now. Somebody get me some 
meth.” 

Another Twitter user posted: 
“Surprising anti-meth campaign 
in South Dakota. With the theme 
‘Meth. I’m on it,’ what could go 
wrong?” 

Gov. Kristi Noem defended the 
campaign, posting, “Hey Twitter, 
the whole point of this ad cam¬ 
paign is to raise awareness. So I 
think that’s working...” 

Noem, appearing in a video for 
the campaign, said South Dako¬ 
ta’s meth problem is “growing at 
an alarming rate.” 

According to the state’s De¬ 
partment of Social Services, the 
number of 12- to 17-year-olds 
who reported using meth in the 
last year is double the national 
average. 

The state has also seen the 
number of people seeking treat¬ 
ment for meth addiction double 
from 2014 to 2018. 

The ad campaign includes a 
website, billboards and TV ads 
that will run through May. Gill 
said the price paid to Broadhead 
Co. to produce the ads was justi¬ 
fied considering that meth ad¬ 
diction is on the rise in South 
Dakota. 

“This is a huge issue,” she said. 
“And we’re willing to do what we 
have to do to get people on it.” 
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Israel’s Netanyahu hails 
US settlement decision 



Menahem Kahana, Pool/AP 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, center, meets with 
heads of Israeli settlement authorities at the Alon Shvut settlement 
in the Gush Etzion block in the occupied West Bank on Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

ALON SHVUT, West Bank — 
Israel’s prime minister traveled 
to the West Bank on Tuesday to 
celebrate the U.S.’ announcement 
that it does not consider Israeli 
settlements to be a violation of in¬ 
ternational law. 

Benjamin Netanyahu called the 
Trump administration’s declara¬ 
tion, which stepped back from 
four decades of US. policy and 
reversed the policies of President 
Barack Obama, a “huge achieve¬ 
ment” that “fixed a historic 
wrong.” 

“I think it is a great day for the 
state of Israel and an achievement 


that will remain for decades,” he 
said. 

Netanyahu spoke Tuesday at 
a gathering of ecstatic support¬ 
ers and settler leaders in Alon 
Shvut, a settlement outside of 
Jerusalem. 

The Palestinians, who claim 
the West Bank as part of a future 
state, and other countries say the 
move undercuts any chances of a 
broader peace deal. 

More than 400,000 settlers now 
live in the West Bank, in addition 
to more than 200,000 in east Je¬ 
rusalem, the Palestinian’s hoped- 
for capital. 

The Palestinians and the in¬ 
ternational community say that 


settlements are illegal and pre¬ 
vent the establishment of a Pales¬ 
tinian state. Israel says the fate of 
the settlements should be deter¬ 
mined in negotiations. 

The head of the Arab League 
joined the large number of critics 
condemning the Trump admin¬ 
istration’s latest decision “in the 
strongest terms.” The league’s 
secretary-general, Ahmed Aboul 
Gheit, said the decision would 
result in “more violence and cru¬ 
elty” against the Palestinians at 
the hands of the Israeli settlers 
and “undermines any possibility” 
of achieving peace. 

The White House says it has de¬ 
veloped a Mideast peace plan, but 


it has not unveiled it. The Pales¬ 
tinians already have rejected the 
plan, accusing the US. of unfair 
bias in favor of Israel. 

The Trump administration has 
made a number of moves in favor 


of Israel, recognizing Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital, recognizing 
Israel’s annexation of the Golan 
Heights and shuttering the Pal¬ 
estinian diplomatic offices in 
Washington. 



Achmad Ibrahim/AP 

Injured protesters huddle under blankets as they walk at Hong Kong Polytechnic University in Hong 
Kong on Tuesday as a police siege of the campus entered its third day. 


Police surround last anti-government 
protesters at Hong Kong university 


Associated Press 

HONG KONG — A small band of anti-govern¬ 
ment protesters, their numbers diminished by sur¬ 
renders and failed escape attempts, remained holed 
up at a Hong Kong university early Wednesday as 
they braced for the endgame in a police siege of the 
campus. 

Police were waiting them out after 10 days of 
some of the most intense protests the city has seen 
in more than five months of often-violent unrest 
gripping the semi-autonomous Chinese city. Over 
the past day, more than 1,000 people were arrested 
and hundreds of injured were treated at hospitals, 
authorities said. 

The government has stood firm, rejecting most 
of the protesters’ demands, even as they shut down 
mgjor roads and trains during rush hour every day 
last week, turned several university campuses into 
fortresses and blocked a m^or road tunnel, which 
remained shut Tuesday. 

Even as the latest violence wound down, a fun¬ 
damental divide suggests the protests are far from 
over. 

In Beijing, the National People’s Congress criti¬ 
cized the high court in Hong Kong for striking down 


a ban on wearing face masks at the protests, in a 
decree that has potentially ominous implications for 
Hong Kong’s vaunted rule of law and independent 
judiciary. China’s Communist leaders have taken 
a tough line on the protests and said that restoring 
order is the city’s highest priority. 

Meanwhile, pro-democracy activist Joshua Wong 
was barred from going on a European speaking tour, 
after a court refused to change his bail conditions to 
let him travel outside Hong Kong. 

Protesters have left all the universities except 
Hong Kong Polytechnic, where several hundred 
barricaded themselves and fought back police bar¬ 
rages of tear gas and water cannons with gasoline 
bombs, some launched from rooftop by catapult, and 
bows and arrows. 

Those still at Polytechnic are the last holdouts. 
Surrounded, they now face arrest. Several groups 
have tried to escape, including one that slid down 
hoses from a footbridge to waiting motorcycles, but 
police said they intercepted 37, including the driv¬ 
ers, who were arrested for “assisting offenders.” 

About 600 had left by Tuesday morning, city lead¬ 
er Carrie Lam said, leaving an estimated 100 still 
inside. 


Lebanese parliament 
postponed by protests 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Thousands of pro¬ 
testers rallying against the Leba¬ 
nese political elite blocked roads 
in central Beirut on Tuesday, pre¬ 
venting lawmakers from reach¬ 
ing the parliament and forcing 
the postponement of a legislative 
session. 

The session had been sched¬ 
uled even though the country is 
still without a Cabinet following 
the prime minister’s resignation 
amid unprecedented demonstra¬ 
tions that have gripped Lebanon 
since mid-October. 

The protesters scuffled with 
riot police as they closed all roads 
leading to the parliament build¬ 
ing in Beirut. 

When one legislator headed 
toward the building and could 
not reach it and turned back, his 
bodyguards opened fire in the air 
to clear the way. No one was hurt 
in the shooting. 

The protesters are questioning 
the constitutionality of a parlia¬ 
ment session in the absence of a 
government. An earlier session 
Nov. 12 was postponed amid the 


protests. 

Prime Minister Saad Hariri re¬ 
signed his government on Oct. 29 
in response to the protests, which 
erupted over proposed new taxes 
but have since snowballed into 
calls for the government to resign 
and for the entire political elite 
that has ruled Lebanon since the 
end of its 1975-90 civil war to step 
aside. 

The political deadlock comes 
as Lebanon is passing through 
its worst economic and financial 
crisis in decades. The country, 
which suffers from widespread 
corruption, has one of the high¬ 
est debts in the world, standing at 
$86 billion, or 150% of the GDP. 

Meanwhile, Lebanese banks 
reopened to customers Tuesday 
after a weeklong strike during 
which bank employees refused to 
come to work, fearing for their se¬ 
curity amid random capital con¬ 
trols that have angered clients. 

Heavy police and army re¬ 
inforcements were deployed in 
downtown Beirut since late Mon¬ 
day to cordon off the area around 
the parliament. 


Sweden discontinues Assange rape investigation 


STOCKHOLM — The rape in¬ 
vestigation involving WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange, who is 
currently in prison in Britain, 
has been discontinued, a Swedish 
prosecutor said Tuesday. 

“I want to inform about my de¬ 
cision to discontinue the prelimi¬ 
nary investigation,” Deputy Chief 
Prosecutor Eva-Marie Persson 
told a news conference. 

Kristinn Hrafnsson, WikiLe¬ 
aks editor-in-chief, said in a tweet 
that the focus should now move 
onto the “threat” that Assange has 
been “warning about for years: 
the belligerent prosecution of the 
United States and the threat it 


poses to the First Amendment.” 

Tuesday’s decision follows 
a ruling in June by a Swedish 
court that Assange should not be 
detained. 

Two months earlier, Assange 
was evicted from the Ecuador 
Embassy in London where he 
had been holed up since 2012. He 
was immediately arrested and is 
currently serving a 50-week sen¬ 
tence in Britain for jumping bail 
in 2012. 

He is also fighting extradition 
to the US., which accuses him of 
publishing secret documents. 

From the Associated Press 
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German authorities raid 
homes in tax probe 

BERLIN—German authorities 
have raided the homes and offices 
of six businesspeople and bankers 
as part of an investigation into a 
massive tax fraud scheme. 

Hesse state prosecutors said 
Tuesday that in addition to 12 
searches in Hesse and Bavaria, 
an apartment was searched in the 
Netherlands. 

The suspects, aged between 50 
and 57, are accused of bilking the 
government of $59 million in taxes 
in 2008-09 through so-called cum- 
ex transactions in which partici¬ 
pants would lend each other shares 
to collect reimbursement for taxes 
they hadn’t paid. 

Vatican financial agency 
a ‘sheir after raid 

VATICAN CITY — A board 
member of the Vatican’s financial 
watchdog resigned in the wake of a 
Vatican police raid that resulted in 
the agency’s suspension from the 
global communications network 
of financial intelligence units. 

Marc Odendall, a Swiss-Ger¬ 
man retired banker, tendered his 
resignation late Monday after 
Pope Francis decided not to renew 
the mandate of Rene Bruelhart, 
the president of the Vatican’s Fi¬ 
nancial Information Authority. 

Odendall told The Associated 
Press that he cited Bruelhart’s 
removal as well as the decision by 
the Egmont Group, a consortium 
of financial information agencies 
from 130 countries, to suspend 
AIF from its communications net¬ 
work following the Oct. 1 Vatican 
police raid on AIF’s offices. 

Man arrested in Berlin 
for alleged attack plan 

BERLIN — German authori¬ 
ties arrested a man and raided his 
apartment over suspicions he was 
planning an attack. 

The country’s federal prosecu¬ 
tor said in a statement that the 
man was arrested Tuesday in 
Berlin. His identity was not given 
but he was described as a “radical 
Islamist” who was planning an at¬ 
tack in Germany to “kill and injure 
a maximum number of people.” 

Berlin prosecutors told the dpa 
news agency that the suspect is 
a 37-year-old Syrian who got in¬ 
formation online on how to build 
bombs and talked in internet chats 
about planning an attack. 

Ex-Pakistani PM leaves 
for medical treatment 

LAHORE, Pakistan — Paki¬ 
stan’s ailing former prime min¬ 
ister, Nawaz Sharif, who was 
convicted of corruption, left the 
country Tuesday to travel to Lon¬ 
don for medical treatment. 

Sharif, 69, served three times as 
prime minister but fell from grace 
after the Supreme Court ousted 
him from office over corruption 
allegations two years ago. He has 
had a history of health problems, 
including heart disease. 

He departed on a specially 
equipped medical plane from the 
Pakistani city of Lahore after a 
court granted him permission to 
leave for four weeks abroad for 
medical treatment. 

From The Associated Press 


Boeing gets boost at Dubai Air Show 


Kazakh and Turkish carriers book 
orders for embattled 737 Max jets 


By Aya Batrawy 
Associated Press 



Jon Gambrell/AP 


From left, Boeing Commercial Airplanes President and CEO Stanley 
A. Deal and Air Astana chief planning officer Alma Aliguzhinova and 
chief operating officer Anthony Regan are seen Tuesday in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. Kazakhstan’s national carrier announced a 
letter of intent to purchase 30 of Boeing’s 737-8 Max jets. 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Boeing’s 737 Max jet got an¬ 
other boost at the Dubai Airshow 
on Tuesday, this time with an 
order from Kazakhstan’s newly- 
launched budget carrier as the 
Chicago-based company works 
to try and win US. regulatory ap¬ 
proval to get the airplane back in 
the sky by early next year. 

The plane has been grounded 
around the world after two crash¬ 
es that killed 346 people. The jet’s 
automated flight control system 
has been blamed in part in the 
crashes that occurred after take¬ 
off from Indonesia in October of 
last year and from Ethiopia in 
March. 

Still, the single-aisle jet man¬ 
aged to secure some deals at the 
airshow. 

Kazakhstan’s national carrier 
Air Astana announced a letter of 
intent to purchase 30 of the 737- 
8 Max jets with a list price value 
of $3.6 billion for budget airliner 
FlyArystan. A day earlier at the 
airshow, Turkey’s SunExpress 
announced a purchase of 10 addi¬ 
tional 737-8 Max jets for its fleet. 

Airlines are likely negotiating 


competitive prices for the aircraft 
as Boeing talks to its already ex¬ 
isting customer base about pos¬ 
sible compensations related to the 
grounding of the jets and reaches 
settlements with relatives of vic¬ 
tims who perished. 

Air Astana executives said 
details of the deal, including the 
final price, will be finalized in the 
coming months as the low-cost 
carrier scales its services from 
its current fleet of two A320 air¬ 
craft. FlyArystan began opera¬ 
tions in May. 

Air Astana’s Chief Planning 
Officer Alma Aliguzhinova said 
FlyArystan expects to start op¬ 
erations of the first 737 Max in 
late 2021, giving the company 18 
months to observe its operations 
from when Boeing hopes to have 
the jet back in service globally. 

In a m^or coup for Boeing not 
long after the second crash, one of 
the world’s largest airline groups 
— lAG — announced in June its 
intention to purchase 200 of the 
737 Max jets. 

Boeing competitor Airbus, 
meanwhile, also moved ahead 
with some deals on Tuesday after 
securing $30 billion in deals a day 
earlier at the airshow. 

Saudi budget carrier flynas an¬ 


nounced a firm order for 10 Air¬ 
bus A321XLR, a deal estimated 
at $1.4 billion at list price. The 
purchase stems from a previous 
agreement for purchasing rights 
of the A320 narrowbody, bring¬ 
ing flynas’ order of the jets to 90. 

Also, Air Senegal announced a 
memorandum of understanding 
to purchase eight Airbus A220 in 
an order worth $734 million at list 
price. 

Airbus also secured purchases 
from British budget carrier Easy- 


Jet, which said it will order 12 ad¬ 
ditional A320neos it previously 
had options to buy, pushing the 
airline’s total order for the single¬ 
aisle plane to 159. The airline op¬ 
erates across Europe with a fleet 
of entirely Airbus aircraft, serv¬ 
ing 155 European airports. 

Separately, Ghana announced 
it will launch a national airline 
early next year with three new 
Boeing long-haul, wide-body 787- 
9 Dreamliners. 


Prince’s efforts to put scandal behind him backfire 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Prince Andrew’s 
effort to put the Jeffrey Epstein 
scandal behind him may have 
instead done him irreparable 
harm. 

While aides are trying to put the 
best face on his widely criticized 
interview with the BBC, royal 
watchers are asking whether he 
can survive the public relations 
disaster and remain a working 
member of the royal family. 

The question facing Queen 
Elizabeth H and her advisers is 
how to protect the historic insti¬ 
tution of the monarchy from the 


taint of a 
21st-century 
sex-and- 
trafficking 
scandal and 
the repeated 
missteps of 
a prince who 
has been a 
magnet for 
bad publicity 
Prince Andrew as he strug¬ 
gles to find a 
national role for himself. 

“Prince Andrew, I think, really 
has to stay out of the limelight for 
the moment because there re¬ 
ally, I think, is no coming back 


from the damage that was done 
... at least, not in the near future,” 
Kate Williams, a royal historian 
and professor at Reading Univer¬ 
sity, told ITV News. 

Andrew, the second son of 
Queen Elizabeth H, tried to end 
years of speculation about his role 
in the Epstein scandal by grant¬ 
ing a no-holds barred interview 
to Emily Maitlis, the respected 
presenter of the BBC’s News- 
night program. But the strategy 
backfired when the prince failed 
to show empathy for the young 
women who were exploited by 
Epstein even as he defended his 
friendship with the American fi¬ 


nancier who was a convicted sex 
offender. 

Epstein died Aug. 10 in a New 
York prison while awaiting trial 
on sex trafficking charges. His 
death has been ruled a suicide by 
the city’s medical examiner. 

Andrew denied sleeping with 
Virginia Roberts Giuffre, who 
says she was trafficked by Ep¬ 
stein and had sex with Andrew on 
three occasions, including twice 
when she was 17. 

Nowhere during the almost 
one-hour interview, which took 
place inside Buckingham Palace, 
did the prince express sympathy 
for Epstein’s victims. 



Toyota engineer’s suicide is ruled work-related 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — An engineer at 
Toyota killed himself after being 
constantly ridiculed by his boss, 
authorities have ruled. 

Toyota Motor Corp. acknowl¬ 
edged the case after reports of 
the ruling emerged Tuesday. The 
company said it hopes to prevent 
further such cases and expressed 
condolences over the death. 

The case came amid grow¬ 
ing awareness of problems with 
what the Japanese call “power 
harassment.” 

A regional labor bureau ruled 


in September that the 2017 sui¬ 
cide entitled the victim’s family 
to compensation under a law re¬ 
garding job-related deaths. Such 
rulings in Japan are sometimes 
not disclosed for weeks or longer. 

Yoshihide Tachino, the attor¬ 
ney for the victim and his family, 
said Toyota was responsible for 
mismanagement for allowing the 
harassment to continue. 

Tachino said the 28-year-old 
worker was repeatedly called 
an idiot by his boss, and told he 
should die. His name was with¬ 
held due to privacy concerns. 


After earning a master’s de¬ 
gree at the prestigious Univer¬ 
sity of Tokyo, he joined Toyota in 
2015. After a year of training he 
was sent to the company’s head¬ 
quarters in Toyota city in Aichi 
Prefecture, central Japan. 

That’s when the harassment 
started. 

The young engineer’s boss bul¬ 
lied him with constant insults, 
ordering him not to take days off 
and ridiculing his educational 
background, since his undergrad¬ 
uate degree was from a less elite 
school, according to an investiga¬ 


tion into the case. 

The engineer told those around 
him that he could not endure the 
harassment and would rather die 
to be freed from suffering. 

The case highlights a tragic but 
endemic problem in Japan, where 
a workaholic corporate culture 
and zealous loyalty to an employ¬ 
er are often taken for granted. 

One in five workers in Japan 
puts in an average of 49 hours of 
work a week or more, and 60% of 
workers clock more than 40 hours 
a week, according to government 
data. 














Page 16 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, November 20,2019 


WORLD 


lovely, wooded, almost spicy, earthy' 


Makers of special South African gin infuse their creation with elephant dung 


By Nqobile Ntshangase 
Associated Press 

MOSSEL BAY, South Africa 
— The makers of a South African 
gin infused with elephant dung 
swear their use of the animal’s 
excrement is no gimmick. 

The creators of Indlovu Gin, 
Les and Paula Ansley, stumbled 
across the idea a year ago after 
learning that elephants eat a va¬ 
riety of fruits and flowers and yet 
digest less than a third of it. 

“As a consequence, in the el¬ 
ephant dung, you get the most 
amazing variety of these botani- 
cals,” Les Ansley said during a 
recent visit to their operations. 
“Why don’t we let the elephants 
do the hard work of collecting 
all these botanicals and we will 
make gin from it?” he recalled his 
wife suggesting. 

Her idea came after a safari 
during which a wildlife ranger 
described an elephant’s digestive 
process. 

Weeks later, he said his wife 
woke him up in the middle of 
the night with the inspiration. 
“‘OK,’ I said sleepily. ‘Let’s give 
this a bash. Let’s see how it works 
out.’” 

The first batch of elephant 
dung came by mail from the park 
where they had taken their safari. 
Then the couple, both scientists, 
puzzled for a while before work¬ 
ing out the gin-making process. 

Now they collect the dung them¬ 
selves, using their bare hands. 

They described the gin’s flavor 
as “lovely, wooded, almost spicy, 
earthy” and one that changes sub¬ 
tly with the seasons and location. 

The gin bottles are marked 
with the date and coordinates of 
where the elephant dung was col¬ 
lected. “So, you’re able to com¬ 
pare almost different vintages of 
the gin,” Ansley said. 

After about five sizable bags 
of dung are collected for a batch 
of 3,000 to 4,000 bottles of the 
gin, the droppings are dried and 
crumbled, then washed to remove 
dirt and sand. 

Eventually, only the remains 
of the fruits, flowers, leaves and 
bark eaten by the elephants are 
left behind. 

Those botanicals are then ster¬ 
ilized and dried again and placed 
in an airing cupboard. Think of it 
like a “spice cupboard,” Ansley 
said. Eventually, the remains are 
infused in the gin. 

The couple are not above test¬ 
ing the gin on friends before ex¬ 
plaining its provenance. Even 
with an explanation in advance, 
they get raised eyebrows. 

“The initial reaction of most 
people is, ‘What? There’s no way.’ 
But most people are very keen to 
actually taste it,” Ansley said. 

Once people hear about el¬ 
ephants’ digestive process “it be¬ 
comes a lot clearer to them, and 
they accept it very well.” 

They decided to name the gin 
Indlovu, which means elephant 
in the Zulu language. The couple 



did not say how much of the gin 
they have sold. A bottle sells for 
around 500 rand, or about $32. 

The gin is often a hit with tour¬ 
ists seeking a unique souvenir 
and a story to tell when they re¬ 
turn home, the couple said. It is 
sold in game lodges and duty-free 
shops in addition to regular on¬ 
line sales. 

“I even touched the elephant 
dung, and being close to the ani¬ 
mals are very mqjestic,” said 
one South African visitor, Elsabe 
Hannekom. “So having a piece of 
them actually feels quite good. An 
export of the African experience, 
I would say.” 

After a sip, another guest. Jade 
Badenhorst, weighed in: “Inter¬ 
esting. Very tasty. Very nice. I 
didn’t expect to be able to drink a 
gin smoothly.” 



Clockwise from 
top: Paula and Les 
Ansley collect fresh 
elephant dung in the 
Botlierskop Private 
Game Reserve, near 
Mossel Bay, South 
Africa, last month. 

A bottle of elephant 
dung-infused Indlovu, 
which means elephant 
in the Zulu language, 
gin rests on bar at 
a tasting session at 
Botlierskop Private 
Game Reserve. A 
sample of elephant 
dung is shown at a 
gin tasting session. 
Elsabe Hannekom 
takes part in a tasting. 


Photos by Denis Farrell/AP 
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Tom Sherlin, The (Maryville, Tenn.) Daily Times/AP 


Skull shapes career options 

Veterinarian Dr. Ben Ousley shows animal skulls to Maryville (Tenn.) Junior High School students — from left, Wyatt Russell, Dawson 
Breeden, Fransisco Ortega and Ulises Quinones — on Thursday as students learned of education and work options at a school career fair. 

THE CENSUS 

The speed, in mph. New Hampshire State Police 
troopers say a motorist was traveling before he was 
pulled over. An airborne police unit clocked Alexey Kid¬ 
ney’s 2019 Nissan Altima on Interstate 95 in Greenland. 

Troopers say Kidney, 19, of York, Maine, told them he 
was running late for work Sunday morning. The posted speed limit was 65 mph. 


126 


Officials seek to keep 
feral pigs in Canada 

BILLINGS — State 
I w I I and federal officials in 
Montana are marshaling their re¬ 
sources to keep encroaching feral 
pigs from Canada at bay. 

The Billings Gazette reported 
aerial photographs from last year 
show a population boom in Cana¬ 
da has brought the feral swine to 
within 5 miles of the U.S. border. 

That’s prompted Montana to 
organize a campaign it’s call¬ 
ing “Squeal on Pigs” to prevent 
an invasion of feral swine that 
would destroy crops and even 
golf courses and landscaping. It 
encourages people to report feral 
hog sightings to Montana Depart¬ 
ment of Livestock. 

The most recent U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture estimate put 
swine damages at $1.5 billion 
each year, and officials say it’s 
likely much more. 

Police: Armed robber 
wore ‘Chucky’ mask 

ly WINSTON-SALEM 

— Police in North 
Carolina are searching for a man 
who robbed a store while bran¬ 
dishing a handgun and wearing 
a “Chucky” mask inspired by a 
horror movie. 

The Winston-Salem Police De¬ 
partment said in a news release 
that officers responded Sunday 
around 10 p.m. to the Northwest 
Discount store. Workers told of¬ 
ficers the suspect entered the 
store brandishing a handgun and 
demanding money. They said he 
was wearing a black sweatsuit 
and “Chucky” mask inspired by 
the “Child’s Play” horror movie 
series about an evil doll. 

The suspect fled with cash and 
merchandise. 

Duffel bag of cocaine 
washes up on beach 

PI PALM COAST — Sher- 
r L iff’s deputies seized a 
duffel bag filled with cocaine that 
washed up on a northeast Florida 
beach. 

The Florida Times-Union re¬ 
ported an anonymous caller 
tipped off investigators to the 
barnacle-covered bag on Friday. 

Flagler County Sheriff’s offi¬ 
cials said in a news release Sun¬ 
day that the bag contained 15 kilos 
of water-logged cocaine bundles. 
One of the bricklike packages was 
ripped open, exposing a block of 
cocaine. Thirteen packages were 
similar in size, while two were 
slightly smaller. 

Sheriff Rick Staly said it’s likely 
the bag had been in the Atlantic 
Ocean for some time and washed 
up because of rough surf. 

Museum to acquire just 
works by women in ’20 

ll/l O BALTIMORE — The 
I w I Baltimore Museum 
of Art will add only artwork cre¬ 
ated by women to its permanent 
collection in 2020. 

Museum director Christopher 
Bedford announced the policy 
Thursday, saying something 
radical must be done to rectify 
centuries of imbalance. The mu¬ 


seum acquired its first work by a 
female artist in 1916, two years 
after it was founded and three 
years before women gained the 
right to vote in the U.S. Today, 
only 4% of the 95,000 pieces in its 
permanent collection were cre¬ 
ated by women. 

News outlets reported each of 
the museum’s exhibits will be 
strongly tied to women. Nine¬ 
teen will showcase art solely by 
women, including at least one 
transgender artist. Bedford said 
the museum is working to “cor¬ 
rect our own canon” and address 
historical blind spots. 

Pier partially collapses 
after loose barge hits it 

W A HAMPTON — Officials 
in a coastal Virginia 
city said a fishing pier partially 
collapsed after a barge broke 
loose during stormy weather and 
struck it. 

Hampton police spokeswoman 
Amanda Moreland told the Daily 
Press that nobody was injured 
when a portion of the James T. 
Wilson Fishing Pier at Buck- 
roe Beach collapsed Sunday 
morning. 

Officials were working to se¬ 
cure and remove the barge that 
struck the pier. Part of the nearby 
beach was closed. 

The city’s website says the pier 
is 709 feet long and contains rest¬ 
rooms, a snack bar and bait shop. 
The part of the pier that collapsed 
is closest to an enclosed portion 
above the beach. 


Camel, cow, donkey 
found roaming road 

I# Q GODDARD — Author- 
■ ities have found the 

owners of a camel, cow and don¬ 
key that were spotted roaming 
together along a Kansas road in a 
grouping reminiscent of a Christ¬ 
mas Nativity scene. 

Police in Goddard had asked 
for help over the weekend in a 
Facebook post locating the own¬ 
ers of the “three friends travel¬ 
ing together (towards a Northern 
star).” The post said that if police 
couldn’t find the owners, they 
would be “halfway toward a live 
nativity this Christmas season.” 

Sedgwick County Sheriff’s Lt. 
Tim Meyers said the animals be¬ 
longed to an employee of the near¬ 
by Tanganyika Wildlife Park. 

Man charged after sick, 
dead goats discovered 

I A NEW PROVIDENCE — 
I A 26-year-old man is fac¬ 

ing animal neglect charges after 
authorities found several mal¬ 
nourished and dead goats on his 
property in north-central Iowa. 

The Hardin County Sheriff’s 


Department found two dead goats 
and a malnourished goat in an 
outdoor shed without bedding or 
food when they visited the man’s 
property on Oct. 30. A veterinar¬ 
ian determined the malnourished 
goat needed to be euthanized be¬ 
cause of its condition. 

The Waterloo-Cedar Falls Cou¬ 
rier reported that authorities also 
found three goats on the property 
that had been dead for more than 
a week. 

The man has been charged 
with three counts of animal ne¬ 
glect and three counts of failing 
to dispose of dead animals. 

Interpreters to help 
hospital’s patients 

AAI DETROIT — A sub- 
I w 11 urban Detroit hospital 
will begin providing interpret¬ 
ers for deaf patients following a 
civil rights probe of the hospital’s 
practices. 

The Detroit Free Press report¬ 
ed that William Beaumont Hospi¬ 
tal and the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
in Detroit reached an agreement 
Nov. 13. The settlement stemmed 
from allegations that the hospital 
violated the Americans with Dis¬ 
abilities Act. 


A civil rights investigation of 
Beaumont found that it neglected 
to provide American Sign Lan¬ 
guage interpreters for complex 
medical appointments and proce¬ 
dures for such patients. 

U.S. Attorney Matthew Sch¬ 
neider said in a statement that the 
ADA safeguards deaf individu¬ 
als’ rights and helps them access 
medical services. 

Beaumont denied any ADA vio¬ 
lations and did not admit to wrong¬ 
doing as part of the settlement. 

Man wants revamp of 
program that killed emu 

TKI NASHVILLE — A 
I 1^ Tennessee man says 
he wants an overhaul of a school 
program that killed the emu he 
hatched with his late wife. 

The Tennessean quoted Jeff 
Norman as saying the bird, 
named Charlie, was one of the 
couple’s last projects before Jil 
Norman’s death in 2018. He said 
he found a place for Charlie at 
McGavock High School, which he 
and his family later would visit to 
reminisce about his wife. 

Science teacher Jessica Lump¬ 
kins, 33, was charged with ani¬ 
mal cruelty last week during a 
surprise inspection by Metro 
Animal Care and Control, which 
previously said the emu was thin. 
Lumpkins was cited with animal 
cruelty in March after four school 
alpacas died. 

System spokesman Sean Bra- 
isted said animals are being re¬ 
moved from McGavock, which 
Lumpkins has since left. 

From wire reports 
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Keys takes control 


Last year’s Grammys host agrees to bring back 
her trademark positivity, chill vibe for another go 


By Nardine Saad 
Los Angeles Times 

Alicia Keys will be back to host the 62nd Grammy 
Awards, and the recurring gig even came as a sur¬ 
prise to the super-chill recording artist. 

“At first I did think last year was a one-time thing 
but when the opportunity came back around there 
was no question about returning as host of the Gram¬ 
my Awards,” the singer-songwriter said in a state¬ 
ment Nov. 14. 

“Last year was such a powerful experience for me. 
Not only did I feel the love in the room, but I felt it 
from around the world and it confirmed the healing 
and unifying power of music.” 

The 15-time Grammy Award winner announced 
her return in a silly video that threw back to her 
memorable moments from last year’s show, includ¬ 
ing her over-the-top outfits. Keys was hailed for her 
warm hosting abilities and was behind several of the 
ceremony’s standout moments. She opened the show 
with former First Lady Michelle Obama and nomi¬ 
nee Lady Gaga onstage with her. Keyes later showed 
off her rhythmic prowess when she nailed a Hazel 
Scott-inspired dual piano performance. 

The reviews of Keys’ Grammys gig were widely 
positive last year. 

“The ‘Girl on Fire’ singer dared to be warm and 
personable for her hosting debut, veering away from 
the usual deprecating humor, snack gags and politi¬ 
cal barbs that often drive mqjor awards shows. She 
won over a notoriously cool crowd, and she set the 
tone for the most critically lauded Grammys in re¬ 
cent history,” wrote Times TV critic Lorraine Ali in 
her review. 

“Live from the Staples Center — it’s your cool aunt, 
Alicia Keys!” added Rolling Stone. “Amid the public 


feuds, boycotts and shows of Academy power leading 
up to the annual event, the 15-time Grammy winner 
countered the music industry’s high drama with a 
decidedly laid-back approach to her high-profile 
hosting gig. Keys was certainly there to make 
friends, generously passing artists compliments 
like she was passing them joints. She regaled 
the audience with her own Grammy stories, 
and seemed perfectly at ease bantering 
with everyone.” 

“Alicia Keys hosting the Alicia Keys 
Show, held at the Staples Center with 
an ancillary awards ceremony, dish¬ 
ing a night of heartening Grammys 
chicken soup between two pianos,” 
wrote Pitchfork. “... compared to 
James Corden and LL Cool J’s 
past skits and flop sweat, she 
stepped it up.” 

Keys had never host¬ 
ed an awards show 
until last year 
and was an unex¬ 
pected choice to 
lead the music- 
filled ceremony 
that had been 
previously hosted 
by rapper LL Cool 
J and late-night host 
James Corden. It had 
been 14 years since a 
woman was at the helm. 

The Recording Academy 
will announce the nominees 
for the 62nd Grammy Awards on 
Wednesday. 


Alicia Keys, shown Nov. 14, will host the Grammys for a second time Jan. 26. 

Eric Jamison, Invision/AP 


All-time ‘Jeopardy!’ champs to vie for share of $1.5 million 


From wire services 

The three top money winners in “Jeop¬ 
ardy!” history will vie for a share of $1.5 
million next January. 

ABC and the quiz show’s producer said 
Monday that Ken Jennings, Brad Rut¬ 
ter and James Holzhauer will compete in 
prime-time episodes on the network. 

The first contestant to win three match¬ 
es will receive $1 million. Each runner-up 
will take home $250,000. 

Alex Trebek will host the contest, titled 
“Jeopardy! The Greatest of All Time” and 
debuting on Jan. 7. 

Rutter is the top all-time money winner 
with $4.7 million, followed by Jennings 
with $3.4 million and Holzhauer with $2.7 
million. 

Trebek said the three have proved they 
qualify as the “greatest,” and now will 
compete to be “the best of the best.” 

Doobie Brothers unite with 
Michael McDonald for tour 

Rock & Roll Hall of Fame nominees The 
Doobie Brothers are joining with singer 
and songwriter Michael McDonald for a 
50th anniversary tour next year. 

McDonald, who sang with the band 
starting in 1975 before starting his own 
solo career, surprised fans at The Doo¬ 
bie Brothers concert with a performance 


of “Takin’ it to the Streets” on Monday in 
Nashville at the Ryman Auditorium. 

Formed in Northern California, the 
group had hits with “Listen to the Music,” 
“Long Train Runnin’” and “China Grove.” 
The Doobie Brothers earned two Gram¬ 
mys with McDonald for “What a Fool Be¬ 
lieves” and “Minute By Minute.” 

The tour will begin June 9 in West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Free e-book aims to spark talk 
on ‘culture of health’ 

Roxane Gay, Pam Belluck and Martha 
Wells are among the contributors to a free 
e-book story compilation supported by 
the public health philanthropy the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation. 

The e-book is called “Take Us to a Better 
Place: Stories” and is intended to create a 
conversation about a “culture of health.” 

“Take Us to a Better Place” comes out 
Jan. 21. The stories touch upon everything 
from gentrification “and others concerns 
that impact our health and wellbeing.” 

Jenner sells stake in beauty 
empire to CoverGirl owner 

Kylie Jenner is selling a stake of her 
beauty business to CoverGirl owner Coty, 
in a deal that values the reality TV star’s 


company at about $1.2 billion. 

Coty said Monday that it will pay $600 
million for a 51% stake in Kylie Cosmetics. 
It plans to launch more products under the 
Kylie brand and sell them in more coun¬ 
tries around the world. The deal is expect¬ 
ed to be completed early next year. 

Jenner, 22, part of the “Keeping Up with 
the Kardashians” reality show family, 
founded her company in 2015, tapping into 
her hundreds of millions of social media 
followers to promote her popular lip liners 
and liquid lipsticks. 

The 22-year-old, who is the youngest sis¬ 
ter of Kim Kardashian West, will still be 
the face of the brand and be involved in 
creating new products. 

Qantas backs flight attendant 
Twitter-shamed by will.i.am 

Qantas Airways is backing its flight at¬ 
tendant — verbally and possibly legally — 
after musician will.i.am called her racist in 
a series of tweets over the weekend. 

“We rejected claims of racism and have 
since asked will.i.am for a retraction of 
that claim,” the Australian airline said in 
a statement. “We fully support our crew 
and the great work they do ensuring safety 
of all those on board. Absent a retraction, 
and if the crew member wanted to take the 
matter further, we’d certainly be willing to 
provide legal support for them to do this.” 


Will.i.am tweeted on Nov. 15 that during 
a trip from Brisbane to Sydney, a flight at¬ 
tendant behaved aggressively toward him 
after he didn’t hear a public address mes¬ 
sage because he was wearing noise-cancel¬ 
ing headphones. He said he “quickly and 
politely” put his laptop away when asked, 
but the flight attendant — whose name he 
included — escalated the situation by call¬ 
ing the police. 

Other news 

■ Fox News has signed former CBS 
News chief foreign correspondent Lara 
Logan to host a documentary series for 
its streaming service. The company an¬ 
nounced Monday that it will launch “No 
Agenda With Lara Logan” on its subscrib¬ 
er-based on-demand streaming channel 
Fox Nation in January. The series, from 
Warm Springs Productions, will consist 
of 16 episodes dealing with media bias, 
immigration, veterans and socialism. “No 
Agenda” will be the first regular TV role 
for Logan since she departed CBS News at 
the end of 2018. 

■ Paul McCartney has snagged the 
coveted Saturday night headline slot at 
Glastonbury next year as the British music 
festival celebrates its 50th birthday. Festi¬ 
val organizers confirmed Monday that the 
former Beatle will perform on June 27. Mc¬ 
Cartney last played Glastonbury in 2004. 
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OPINION 

We shouldn’t strip US terrorists of citizenship 


By Noah Feldman 

Bloomberg Opinion 

U .S.-born Hoda Muthana should 
be in an American prison for 
joining Islamic State, the caliph¬ 
ate that terrorized, murdered 
and raped innocent civilians. Instead, 
she and her 2-year-old son are stuck in a 
refugee camp in Syria — because the U.S. 
government, relying on a technicality, has 
stripped her of her passport and told her 
that she and her son are not citizens. A 
federal judge has just held that the govern¬ 
ment had the authority to do so. 

It’s hard to feel sympathy for Muthana. 
But the judge’s decisions, and the govern¬ 
ment’s before that, set a terrible precedent 
for others whom the government might try 
to strip of their citizenship in the future. A 
person who reasonably believes she was 
born a citizen, and has been issued a pass¬ 
port on that understanding by the govern¬ 
ment, should be treated as a citizen unless 
she has lied to get that passport in the first 
place. 

The backstory to the Muthana case starts 
with the fact that European governments 
have been dealing with people who joined 
ISIS by stripping them of their citizenship 
to stop them from coming home. Ordinar¬ 
ily, the U.S. government can’t do that. U.S. 
law doesn’t have provisions for taking away 
citizenship once it is conferred, except if it 
was obtained by fraud. 

But in apparent imitation of those Euro¬ 
pean states, the Obama administration in 
2016 decided to take away Muthana’s citi¬ 
zenship. She had a high public profile after 
BuzzFeed publicized her Twitter efforts to 
recruit for ISIS. 

The way the Obama administration did it 
was to insist that Muthana had never been 
a citizen at all. She was born in the US., 


which is usually a guarantee of citizenship 
under the Constitution, but her father was 
a Yemeni diplomat at the United Nations. 
Under prevailing U.S. law, children of ac¬ 
tive diplomats don’t become citizens even 
when bom in the U.S. 

Here’s where things get complicated. 
When Muthana was born, her father was 
no longer serving his diplomatic mission, 
but he hadn’t officially informed the U.S. 
government that he was no longer a dip¬ 
lomat. According to treaty-based rules, a 
diplomatic mission doesn’t end until the 
host government is told about it. So tech¬ 
nically, the government maintained, Hoda 
didn’t become a citizen by birth. 

Yet the Muthana family didn’t know 
those technical rules, it would appear. 
Hoda seems to have believed herself to be 
a citizen her whole life. When her father 
became a U.S. citizen, he sought to natu¬ 
ralize his older children, recognizing that 
they weren’t citizens. He didn’t do that 
for Hoda, presumably because the family 
thought she was already a citizen by birth. 
Importantly, the U.S. government seemed 
to agree, issuing her the passport on which 
she traveled to join ISIS. 

The federal judge considering the case 
ruled that he had to accept the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment’s decision. That ruling is highly 
unfortunate. It fails to take account of the 
fact that Muthana genuinely and reason¬ 
ably believed herself to be a citizen — and 
that the government effectively agreed by 
giving her a passport. In other words, she 
relied on her citizenship her whole life. If 
the government hadn’t been angry at her 
for joining ISIS, she’d be considered a citi¬ 
zen still. 

You can lose naturalized citizenship 
if your citizenship application was false. 
But Muthana never applied to be natural¬ 
ized. She never appears to have knowingly 


lied to get her citizenship; all along, she’s 
thought she was a natural-born citizen. 
That might have given the judge the tiny 
bit of legal leeway to find that her citizen¬ 
ship could not so easily be stripped. 

Of course, part of a judge’s job is to ad¬ 
here to technical rules. But the law should 
recognize a legitimate reliance interest on 
U.S. citizenship for someone who doesn’t 
know every last technicality, and then trav¬ 
els outside the U.S. on a passport issued 
based on the theory that she is a citizen. 

Muthana is extremely unappealing as a 
claimant for citizenship. President Donald 
Trump has tweeted that she will be kept 
out of the country; it was the Obama ad¬ 
ministration that first canceled her pass¬ 
port. What’s more, she doesn’t seem to have 
paid any attention to the cancellation until 
the caliphate collapsed and she wanted to 
come home. 

Yet there’s an old legal maxim that says 
hard cases make bad law. That Muthana is 
morally culpable shouldn’t distract us from 
the concern that her case will set a prec¬ 
edent. The next time a U.S. citizen abroad 
offends public sentiment, you can expect 
the government to start looking for ways to 
pull his or her citizenship. That prospect is 
worrying to say the least. 

And there’s her child to consider. If Hoda 
isn’t a citizen, neither is the toddler. And he, 
unhke his mother, is genuinely an innocent 
bystander in this train wreck of a case. 

The blame here ultimately lies with the 
Obama administration, not the judge, who 
is trying to do his job and apply the law. But 
sometimes we need judges to step up and 
find legal means to do the right thing. This 
is one of those situations — not for Mutha¬ 
na, but for the rest of us. 

Noah Feldman is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. 
He is a professor of law at Harvard University. His 
books include “The Three Lives of James Madison: 
Genius, Partisan, President.” 


ISIS can’t have the last word on our daughter’s death 


By Carl and Marsha Mueller 

Special to The Washington Post 

N early five years ago, Islamic State 
tweeted that our daughter, Kayla 
Mueller, was dead. In the preced¬ 
ing two years, while the world had 
watched with shock and outrage at ISIS’ 
increasingly brutal and public actions, our 
family was being silently taunted by the 
era’s most notorious terrorist group. 

Kayla was a 24-year-old humanitarian 
aid worker in Aleppo, Syria, when she was 
kidnapped by ISIS in August 2013. Dur¬ 
ing her captivity, ISIS members wrote to 
us with impossible demands for Kayla’s 
release, eventually threatening her with 
violence and death. All the while, our fam¬ 
ily put its trust in the U.S. government to 
bring her home. 

Then, in February 2015, ISIS sent us 
photos of Kayla’s lifeless body, saying she 
had been killed in an airstrike by the U.S.- 
led military coalition. ISIS members ap¬ 
parently assumed this information would 
prompt us to give up on Kayla. They could 
not have been more wrong. 

We didn’t want to allow the terrorist or¬ 
ganization that brutalized our daughter to 
have the last word on Kayla’s life. We had 
many unanswered questions about what 
exactly happened to her, how and why she 
was killed, by whom, and where they may 
have buried her. Unfortunately, the U.S. 
government couldn’t provide us with clear 
answers or conclusive proof that Kayla had 
been killed the way the group claimed. We 
were haunted by rumors that ISIS’ version 
of events was false. Some of the rumors 
even claimed that Kayla wasn’t dead. If 
there was the remotest chance she was 
still alive, we weren’t going to let her down 
again. 


A dear friend of our family, a former 
FBI special agent, Ali Soufan, saw the pain 
we were living with every day and offered 
to help. Ali and a team from his security 
organization took on the case, working to 
find out what happened to Kayla during 
her time in captivity. They have uncovered 
more information in the past few months 
than the U.S. government provided us in 
six years. 

Our search for Kayla has taken us around 
the world, where we met with some of the 
people directly involved in her captivity. 
From the accounts of Yazidi girls held with 
Kayla, we know that our daughter was kept 
captive by Abu Sayyaf, a senior ISIS leader 
(now dead), in his household, where she 
was repeatedly raped by then-ISIS lead¬ 
er Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. Thanks to the 
Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq, 
we were brought face to face with Umm 
Sayyaf, the wife of Abu Sayyaf, who told us 
that Kayla was not killed by a coalition air- 
strike but rather murdered at the order of 
al-Baghdadi because she had become a se¬ 
curity liability. Umm Sayyaf also detailed 
the abuses Kayla suffered at the hands of 
al-Baghdadi’s first wife, who Turkey says 
is now in its custody. 

Our search for Kayla has also yielded in¬ 
formation about other U.S. hostages held by 
ISIS, such as many of the locations where 
they were held and the identities of ISIS 
members who we have been told played 
primary roles in their detentions. These 
include the infamous hostage-and-execu- 
tion cell made up of British citizens called 
“the Beatles” by hostages, as well as the 
Belgian national N^im Laachraoui, who 
blew himself up in the attack on Brussels 
Airport in 2016, and French-born Mehdi 
Nemmouche, convicted in Belgium last 
spring of murdering four people at Brus¬ 


sels’ Jewish Museum in 2014. 

Recent weeks have brought new devel¬ 
opments. On Oct. 26, al-Baghdadi was 
killed in a U.S. military operation. We are 
immensely grateful to President Donald 
Trump, U.S. soldiers, intelligence officers 
and all the others who provided support for 
the operation. We were greatly touched to 
learn that the operation was dedicated to 
Kayla. Recent administration statements 
have renewed our hope that the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment is dedicated to finding and bring¬ 
ing home the bodies of American hostages 
killed by ISIS — Kayla, James Foley, Peter 
Kassig and Steven Sotloff 

We urge the administration to review 
all existing evidence — especially new 
evidence collected in the al-Baghdadi raid 
— to help determine exactly what hap¬ 
pened to Kayla and the other hostages. We 
also ask that all ISIS members who were 
involved in kidnapping and abusing our 
daughter and the other hostages be identi¬ 
fied, apprehended and prosecuted. Two of 
the so-called Beatles, Alexanda Kotey and 
El Shafee Elsheikh, were recently turned 
over to U.S. forces by Kurdish allies in 
Syria. The British government is consider¬ 
ing prosecuting them, but we strongly urge 
the U.S. government to bring them to jus¬ 
tice in this country. 

At the heart of all our efforts is a search 
for the truth of what happened to Kayla 
and to other American hostages killed by 
ISIS. Their bodies belong in their native 
land. Pursuing that goal for Kayla is our 
duty as parents, but we also hope it is the 
nation’s duty to its citizens. In a way, ensur¬ 
ing that truth and justice find their way out 
of this tragic story would mean that ISIS 
will never have the last word. 

Carl and Marsha Mueller live in Prescott, Ariz. 
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Google VP shares others’ Big Tech concerns 



As a consumer myself, as 
part of the general public, as a 
mother, it’s very important to 
understand ... what am I seeing, 
what are my children seeing, f 

Jacqueline Fuller 

Google vice president 


By Angela Charlton 

Associated Press 

PARIS — Google Vice President 
Jacqueline Fuller says the com¬ 
pany is having “a lot of conversa¬ 
tions” internally amid worries 
about the tech giant’s bottomless 
appetite for consumer data and 
how it uses its algorithms. 

Fuller wouldn’t comment on 
specific data privacy controversies 
dogging Google lately, but said she 
shares other concerns many have 
about Big Tech: Cyberbullying. 
Hate speech amplified online. The 
impact of artificial intelligence on 
everything, from jobs to warfare. 

“As a consumer myself, as part 
of the general public, as a mother, 
it’s very important to understand 
... what am I seeing, what are my 
children seeing,” she said in an in¬ 
terview with The Associated Press 
in Paris, where she was announc¬ 
ing new grant winners for projects 
aimed at teaching digital skills to 


poor, immigrant or elderly users. 

The philanthropic arm she 
runs, Google.org, is like the com¬ 
pany’s conscience, spending $100 
million a year on nonprofit groups 
that use technology to try to coun¬ 
teract problems the tech world is 
accused of creating, abetting or 
exacerbating. 

“Across the world we want to 
make sure we’re a responsible 
citizen,” she said. 

“The company is having a lot of 


conversations around things like 
access to information and access 
to data and making sure there’s no 
algorithmic bias,” she said. 

Public outrage has grown over 
Google’s use of consumer data and 
domination of the online search 
market, with governments step¬ 
ping up scrutiny of the company. 

Just in the past week, nine 
groups called for the U.S. govern¬ 
ment to block Google’s $2.1 bil¬ 
lion acquisition of fitness-gadget 


maker Fitbit, citing privacy and 
antitrust concerns. Then Google 
came under fire for a partnership 
with U.S. health care system As¬ 
cension that the Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal says gives the search giant 
access to thousands of patient 
health records without doctors’ 
knowledge. 

Fuller wouldn’t comment spe¬ 
cifically on either case, but said, 
“We take our users’ trust very 
seriously.” 

Among projects Google.org is 
funding are those that help users 
create and share digital resumes 
or map job opportunities, as the 
company tries to figure out “how 
can we anticipate some of the im¬ 
pacts of AI in an economy, and un¬ 
derstand how can we make sure 
that everyone has access to jobs 
that are not only interesting now 
but jobs that are going to be here 
in the future,” Fuller said. 

Google is also holding a compe- 


Chick-fil-A ending donations to anti-gay marriage groups 


Associated Press 

Chick-fil-A is ending donations 
to three groups that oppose gay 
marriage in an effort to halt pro¬ 
tests and broaden its customer 
base. 

But the move has angered some 
of the fast-food chain’s fans. 

The Atlanta-based company 
said that starting next year it 
will focus its giving on three 
areas: hunger, homelessness and 
education. 

“This decision was made to 
create more clarity — and to bet¬ 
ter address three critical needs 
facing children across the com¬ 
munities Chick-fil-A serves,” the 
company said in a statement. 


Chick-fil-A President Tim 
Tassopoulos said the company 

— which is closed on Sundays 

— will still consider donations 
to faith-based groups. But in the 
meantime, it doesn’t plan to con¬ 
tinue its support of three groups 
that oppose gay marriage and 
have been the target of protest¬ 
ers’ ire. 

In 2017 and 2018, the Chick-fil- 
A Foundation gave $2.4 million to 
the Missouri-based Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes for sports 
camps for underserved youth and 
$165,000 to the Salvation Army 
to buy Christmas gifts for needy 
children. The foundation also 
gave $6,000 to the Paul Anderson 
Youth Homes. 


Chick-fil-A’s decision to no lon¬ 
ger support the groups angered 
some conservatives, who say they 
stood by the restaurant in 2012 
when CEO Dan Cathy said in 
several interviews that he didn’t 
support gay marriage. In more 
recent interviews, Cathy — who 
is the son of Chick-fil-A’s founder 
— has reiterated his personal be¬ 
liefs but says he treats all custom¬ 
ers with respect. 

Chick-fil-A, which operates 
around 2,400 restaurants, has 
been also feeling heat from oppo¬ 
nents. Earlier this year, airports 
in Buffalo, N.Y., and San Anto¬ 
nio blocked the restaurant from 
opening at their sites because of 


the company’s gay rights record. 

Some college campuses have 
banned the chain. A location in 
the United Kingdom is closing 
because of protests. 
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Poor’s 500 2 122 03 


Russell 

2000 


tition this year in Europe for proj¬ 
ects on “how we can keep children 
safe,” she said. 

Despite its philanthropic efforts, 
Google’s critics remain legion — 
even within the tech universe. 

Former Google design ethicist 
Tristan Harris argues technology 
is shortening our attention spans 
and pushing people toward more 
extreme views. He couldn’t get 
Google to tackle these problems 
when he was there, so he quit and 
is pushing for change from the 
outside through his Center for 
Human Technologies. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Nov. 20).$1.1370 

Dollar buys (Nov. 20).€0.8795 

British pound (Nov. 20).$1.33 

Japanese yen (Nov. 20).106.00 

South Korean won (Nov. 20).1,139.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2939 

Canada (Dollar).1.3222 

China (Yuan) 7 0264 

Denmark (Krone).6.7477 

Egypt (Pound).16.1101 

Euro.$1.1074/0.9030 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8279 

Hungary (Forint).302.11 

Israel (Shekel) 3 4613 

Japan (Yen) 108 64 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3037 

Norway (Krone).9.1277 

Philippines (Peso).50.91 

Poland (Zloty) 3 87 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7502 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3607 

South Korea (Won).1,167.48 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9913 

Thailand (Baht).30.20 

Turkey (Lira).5.7199 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market ra 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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HALFIE ANNlVERSARy 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Fed. workplace 
monitor 
5 Sailor 
8 No neatnik 

12 Life stories 

13 Altar affirmative 
14— Bora (Afghan 

region) 

15 Short joke 

17 Done with 

18 Road curves 

19 Thin porridges 
21 TV trophy 

24 Timetable abbr. 

25 Envelope part 
28 Broadcasts 

30 Texter’s “Wow!” 

33 Have the flu 

34 Lovable 

35 Catch red- 
handed 

36 — Aviv 

37 Actress Fisher 

38 Match parts 

39 Roth svgs. plan 
41 “Phooey!” 

43 Casual pants 
46 Like Santa’s 
laundry 

50 “The game —I” 

51 Tiny, as a town 

54 Foundered 

55 “A pox upon 
thee!” 

56 Act of faith? 


57 Poolroom sticks 

58 Rocker Rose 

59 Ukr. and Lith., 
once (Abbr.) 

DOWN 

1 Bassoon’s kin 

2 Goes astray 

3 Tackles weeds 

4 In dreamland 

5 Martini liquor 

6 Praise in verse 

7 Bjorn of 
tennis fame 

8 Portly 

9 Prized person 

10 Pitcher Hershiser 

11 Taverns 
16 Belief 

20 Take it easy 
22 Gullets 


23 Relinquish 

25 Obese 

26 Fib 

27 Multifunctional, 
as a printer 

29 Bring up 

31 Yoga pad 

32 “Pygmalion” 
monogram 

34 Thailand, once 
38 Pub perches 
40 Skating spots 

42 Fireplace residue 

43 Platter 

44 Jacob’s brother 

45 Couch 

47 Raw materials 

48 Despot 

49 Slangy OKs 

52 Prohibit 

53 Snaky fish 
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11-20 CRYPTOQUIP 


YK “AVX MYRSHC QK QR” VSC 


BQAAXP GXA YP BXHZSPT, 

CQ TQW AVYPL YA MQWNC 

YPUNWCX ZWPYUV-LYPG? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THAT MEDICATION 
CAUSES PEOPLE TO BECOME SARCASTIC, SO BE 
CAREFUL OF ALL THE SNIDE EFFECTS. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; R equals Z 
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•Stars and Stripes* 


FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted In Free ads. 


-STARSigiSTRIPES.- 

CLASSIFIED 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristl@stripes.com Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com Ichiro Katayanagi CustomerHelp@stripes. 

+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 _ +49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 _ +81(3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


Reader Letters letters@stripes.cc 


ClassifiedsI 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


140 Autos for Sale 141 Autos for Sale 141 


SCAM 

FADS 


^ (different breeds) for ^ 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes Is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


2007 Honda CR-V $6,500.00 - 
I Turbo Diesel 7 Gear Manual 

Transmission European Spec 

Miles 4 Wheel Drive ; 

-se Control Aluminum rims (2 ] 

sets) Automatic Air Conditioning ( 
Trailer Hitch Installed Backup I 
Proximity Alarm New Front 
Shocks Email: Nicolaspersijn® 
yahoo.com 

2008 Peugeot 807 Van (7 seat) 


BMW X5 for sale $13,600.00 - 
BMW X5 Diesel Am.Specs. 
105,000 mi. All options, includ¬ 
ing ventilated seats with mas¬ 
sage, ^window^ curtains and 

dealer maintained, garage car! 
Mint condition in/ouf Must sell. 
Tel. cell:01602642954 
home:067815087710 
Email: gorshev@hotmail.com 


Autos for Sale 
■ Benelux 


Electronic Shopplng440 Furniture 


2004 Jeep Liberty 4WI 
Edition $4,000.00 - 
automatic, 3.7 liter 
116,000 miles. Avail 
November 2019. Loi 
Brussels, Belgium. 1 
(0)475-954-143, 
Kat.dodge@yahoo.com 


N750 DB Wi-Fi Dual-Band N+ 

I Gigabit Router - $10.00 - N750 
I Dff Wi-Fi Dual-Band N+ Gigabit ; 
Router, black, new price $79.99, 
asking price $10.00. , 

I Contdcr017624134872 Email: 

' ferguson.irma@googlems'- 

Ei 


(116,531km) German Spec. 
Newly Inspected, it is good until 
05 Sept. 2020 Manual Diesel 
with (green 4 sticker) Electric 

tanevOI @hotmail.co 


Volkswagen VanM 


- JS.tIo.OO - 1SS4 Volkswa- 
en Camper Westfalia edition 
93,000 mile^^US spec Engine 
'TSoWe^'' currefitfy ^has 


i; Autos for Sale-UK 154 


Furniture 


about 13,000 m 


any parts replaced 
8 years call for a 


2018 Audi Q3 (American spec) _"s 
- $29,500.00 - 200 HP turbo r-i 
charged unlear^d^engine Auto- , 
ranty S-lui5p^remium Plus edi- ] 
tion Premium Bose sound sys- . 

subwoofer Power 


le English Bureau (Desk) 


ded Brembo 6 caliper brake 
system Upgraded Forge twin- 
take intake non daily driver Two 
sets of tires included Call: 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


I Email: glorydog2001 ©gmail.co 

a 

Electronic Shopping440 

‘ I want to buy Korean-English 
AVOL HN700 GPS 7". Jon call 


__trestle feet. Reason¬ 
able offers OK. Bu:^er picks u^. 
+49-6571-9522421 

a 


English Wicker Picnic Hampers 
(Baskets). One Wine 
lasses, etc. One is^sen^ce^for 4 

(plates r 

ups, etc.). Great Gift for ( 
Newlyweds! Call and leave tel# i 
if interested. Cost is per hamper. 

' Call:+49-6571-9522421 

a 

Mahogany Sheraton Revival 
Chair (from UK) - $125.00 - 
Sheraton revival painted ma¬ 
hogany salon chair. Shield sha- ; 
ped back, pierced back splat, 
stuff over seat, square tapered ^ 
legs. Circa f900. Condition: ( 
excellent. Buyer picks up. PCS 
Sale. Call: ■f49-6^1-9522421 

a 


Fireplace Tools - $170.00 - 
Brand new Antique Copper 
Finish Fireplace screen and set 
of matching antique copper 
finish fireplace tools. Price is for 


9-6571-9522421 


Tools & Machinery 990 


Cape 


not included), 2 nightstands, 
5-drawer chest. Very Good 
Condition. Free for pick-up. 
^ richardparsons1950@ho 


Trimmed Cream Colored 
- $40.00 - Ladies hand- 
...uwo cream coloured velvet 
cape (with lining) trimmed in 
mink. Great for winters ^iri 
wifget '^ac^k" tp^yo\? PCSing to 
+49-65^1-9522421^ ^ ' 

a 


STARS AND STRIPES 


ClassifiedsPACIFIC 


PacificClassifieds@stripes.com JAPAN DSN: 229 3276 Civ: 03 6385 3276 OKINAWA DSN: 645 7418 Civ: 098 893 0292 
KOREA DSN: 721-7146 Civ: 82-2-2270-7146 FROM USA Overseas: 011-81-3-6385-3276 


Autos for Sale 
- Korea 


2008 Daewoo Matiz - $1,700.00 
- 2008. Matiz. 138471 KM New 

s™arkplugl Ne^ ba^fen^'Brakes 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
Afo one covers t/je /oases t/oe way we do. 


StarsioStripes. 


In print • Online at stripes.com 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 



STARSK^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 






Round-the-world news for America s military. 
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SlARS^STRIPES. 

Unlimited 

Digital Access ONE MONTH 

FREE TRIAL 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 


When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poli, compiied by U.S. Coliege Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, records through Nov. 17 and pre¬ 
vious ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Minnesota state (36) 8-1-1 983 1 

2. Corneil (13) 6-0-0 948 3 

3. Notre Dame 8-1-1 830 4 

4. Denver 8-2-2 820 2 

5. North Dakota (1) 8-1-2 809 9 

6. Penn state 9-2-0 787 8 

7. Massachusetts 

8. Clarkson 

9. Minnesota Duiuth 

10. Harvard 


11. Ohio state 

12. Providence 

13. Northeastern 

14. Boston Coliege 

15. UMass Loweil 

16. Wisconsin 

17. Bowling Green 

18. Omaha 

19. Northern Michigan 

20. Western Michigan 
Others receiving votes: Maine 83, 

Quinnipiac 52, Arizona State 11, Aiaska 9, 
RIT 7, Coiorado Coilege 4, Dartmouth 4, 
New Hampshire 3, Robert Morris 1. 


7- 3-0 680 5 

8- 3-1 619 7 

5-4-1 570 6 

5- 0-0 561 13 

6- 3-1 467 11 
6-4-2 433 10 

6- 4-2 342 14 

7- 4-0 341 16 
7-3-4 266 12 

6- 6-0 250 15 

7- 4-0 231 17 

6- 3-1 148 19 

7- 3-2 137 18 
6-4-2 104 20 


Davis Cup Finals 

WORLD GROUP FiNALS 
La Caja Magica 
Madrid 

Surface: Hard-indoor 
Group Round Robin 
Monday 
Group B 

Russia 3 Croatia 0 
Singies 

Andrey Rubiev, Russia, def. Borna 
Gojo, Croatia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Karen Khachanov, Russia, def. Borna 
Coric, Croatia, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 6-4. 

Doubies 

Karen Khachanov and Andrey Rublev, 
Russia, def. Ivan Dodig and Nikola Mek- 
tic, Croatia, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

Group D 

Belgium 2, Colombia 1 
Singles 

Steve Darcis, Belgium, def. Santiago 
Giraldo, Colombia, 6-3, 6-2. 

David Goffin, Belgium, def. Daniel Elahi 
Galan, Colombia, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3. 


Juan-Sebastian Cabal and Robert Far- 
ah, Colombia, def. Sander Gille and Joran 
Vliegen, Belgium, 6-7 (5), 6-4,7-6 (3). 

Group F 

Canada 2, Italy 1 

Singles 

Vasek Pospisil, Canada, def. Fabio 
Fognini, Italy, 7-6 (5), 7-5. 

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, def. Mat- 
teo Berrettini, Italy, 7-6 (5), 6-7 (3), 7-6 
(5). 

Doubles 

Simone Bolelli and Lorenzo Sonego, 
Italy, def. Vasek Pospisil and Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 


AP sportlight 


College basketball 


AP Men’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ men’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Nov. 17, total points based on 
25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Duke (52) 4-0 1,608 2 

2. Louisville (8) 4-0 1,501 4 

3. Michigan St. (4) 2-1 1,496 3 

4. Kansas 2-1 1,389 5 

5. North Carolina 3-0 1,262 6 

6. Maryland 3-0 1,240 7 

7. Virginia (1) 3-0 1,232 9 

8. Gonzaga 4-0 1,227 8 

9. Kentucky 2-1 1,110 1 

10. Ohio St. 3-0 1,006 16 

11. Oregon 4-0 998 14 

12. Texas Tech 3-0 947 11 

13. SetonHall 3-1 837 12 

14. Arizona 4-0 644 19 

15. Utah St. 4-0 619 17 

16. Memphis 3-1 574 13 

17. Villanova 2-1 560 10 

18. Xavier 4-0 463 21 

19. Auburn 4-0 420 22 

20. Tennessee 3-0 402 — 

21. VCU 4-0 365 - 

22. Texas 4-0 238 - 

23. Colorado 2-0 208 25 

24. Baylor 2-1 179 24 

25. Washington 2-1 150 20 

Others receiving votes: Florida St. 91, 

Florida 67, LSU 61, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 55, 
Evansville 43, Oklahoma 29, Vermont 11, 
Michigan 11, Marquette 11, Purdue 11, 
Butler 10, Mississippi St. 9, Virginia Tech 
7, West Virginia 6, Providence 5, Wiscon¬ 
sin 5, Liberty 4, Arkansas 3, Missouri 2, 
UConn 2, Southern Cal 2, New Mexico 2, 
San Diego St. 2, Dayton 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Army 81, Fairleigh Dickinson 65 
Bryant 73, Niagara 62 
LIU Brooklyn 92, Delaware St. 84 
Lehigh 87, Misericordia 68 
Pittsburgh 63, Monmouth (NJ) 50 
West Virginia 69, N. Colorado 61 
SOUTH 

Auburn 91, Colgate 62 
Belmont 90, High Point 51 
Coastal Carolina 93, Middle Tennessee 72 
Kennesaw St. 69, Reinhardt 54 
Kentucky 82, Utah Valley 74 
McNeese St. 103, Arlington Baptist 51 
North Florida 115, Trinity Baptist 39 
SC State 103, Wilberforce 79 
Southern U. 121, Ecclesia 55 
Tennessee St. 99, Fisk 65 
UNC Greensboro 55, Appalachian St. 41 
W. Kentucky 109, Campbellsville 66 
MIDWEST 

Akron 76, SC-Upstate 45 

Cent. Michigan 115, Siena Heights 58 

E. Illinois 114, Indiana-Northwest 61 

Illinois 66, Hawaii 53 

Michigan St. 94, Charleston Southern 46 

Missouri 75, Wofford 56 

N. Illinois 65, Longwood 48 

Notre Dame 63, Presbyterian 53 

Oakland 60, Hartford 50 

Ohio St. 86, Stetson 51 

SMU59, Evansville 57 

South Dakota 71, SlU-Edwardsville 56 

UMKC 111, Bacone 38 

SOUTHWEST 

Oklahoma 75, William & Mary 70 


Nov. 20 

1977 — Walter Payton rushes for an 
NFL record 275 yards as the Chicago 
Bears edge the Minnesota Vikings 10-7. 


TCU 65, Air Force 54 
Texas St. 73, Jackson St. 58 

FAR WEST 

California 54, Prairie View 50 
Colorado 69, UC Irvine 53 
Montana Tech 74, Montana 72 
UCLA 76, S. Utah 61 
UNLV 72, Abilene Christian 58 
Utah St. 82, UTSA 50 

AP Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Nov. 17, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Oregon (27) 3-0 723 1 

2. Baylor (2) 3-0 697 2 

3. Stanford 4-0 654 3 

4. UConn 3-0 606 4 

5. South Carolina 4-0 601 6 

6. TexasA&M 3-0 576 5 

7. Oregon St. 4-0 573 7 

8. Louisville 3-0 506 9 

9. Maryland 3-1 502 8 

10. Mississippi St. 3-0 467 10 

11. UCLA 3-0 427 11 

12. Florida St. 4-0 393 12 

13. Kentucky 4-0 375 13 

14. NC State 3-0 373 14 

15. Michigan St. 3-0 318 16 

16. Miami 3-0 286 17 

17. Syracuse 3-0 185 20 

18. Indiana 3-0 176 21 

19. DePaul 2-1 155 18 

20. Arkansas 4-0 151 23 

21. Michigan 4-0 120 24 

22. South Florida 4-0 107 25 

23. Gonzaga 2-1 74 — 

23. Tennessee 4-0 74 — 

25. West Virginia 3-0 68 - 

Others receiving votes: Notre Dame 
62, Arizona 53, Arizona St. 46, South Da¬ 
kota 26, Missouri St. 24, Minnesota 13, 
Drake 6, Texas 5, Rutgers 2, Northwest- 


Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

American U. 56, High Point 48 
Cleveland St. 61, HofstraSl 
Lehigh 70, CCSU 51 

SOUTH 

Austin Peay 100, MVSU 82 
Clemson 76, Alabama St. 43 
Florida 60, Presbyterian 46 
Furman 70, Hampton 65 
Louisiana-Monroe 63, Northwestern St. 54 
Mississippi St. 122, Troy 82 
NC A&T 80, ETSU 71 
Nicholls 101, Paul Quinn 68 
North Alabama 88, Tennessee St. 63 
Texas-Arlington 88, Grambling St. 54 
UNC Asheville 64, W. Carolina 47 
MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 88, Notre Dame 54 
Creighton 70, N. Dakota St. 59 
Kansas St. 109, Oral Roberts 69 

SOUTHWEST 

Texas Tech 98, Florida A&M 60 
UTSA 79, U. of the Southwest 62 

FAR WEST 

Idaho 66, San Francisco 60 
UC Santa Barbara 57, Southern Cal 46 
Utah 87, E. Washington 49 
Utah St. 56, Long Beach St. 48 


College football 


STATS FCS poll 

The top 25 teams in the STATS Foot¬ 
ball Championship Subdivision poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, records 
through Nov. 16, points and previous 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota St. (156) 11-0 3900 1 

2. James Madison 10-1 3743 2 

3. Montana 9-2 3558 5 

4. Sacramento State 8-3 3220 6 

5. South Dakota State 8-3 3193 8 

6. Weber State 8-3 3067 3 

7. Illinois State 8-3 3056 7 

8. Montana State 8-3 2625 10 

9. UNI 7-4 2619 4 

10. Villanova 8-3 2144 13 

11. Central Arkansas 8-3 1945 14 

12. Florida A&M 9-1 1923 12 

13. Southeast Missouri St. 8-3 1799 15 

14. Wofford 7-3 1711 21 

15. Monmouth 9-2 1656 17 

16. Kennesaw State 9-2 1529 16 

17. Furman 7-4 1456 9 

18. Central Connecticut St. 10-1 1306 19 

19. Towson 7-4 1165 20 

20. Austin Peay 8-3 1025 22 

21. Southeastern Louisiana 7-3 899 23 

22. Dartmouth 8-1 819 11 

23. Nicholls 7-4 626 24 

24. Yale 8-1 315 - 

25. North Carolina A&T 7-3 305 25 

Others: Southern Illinois 282, North 

Dakota 269, Albany 185, Princeton 92, San 
Diego 82, UT Martin 38, Alcorn State 37, 
Sam Houston State 25, Maine 22, Eastern 
Washington 20, Citadel 14, New Hamp¬ 
shire 10, South Carolina State 8, UC Davis 
8, Chattanooga 4. 

FCS Coaches poll 

Records Through Nov. 16 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota State (26) 11-0 650 1 

2. James Madison 10-1 624 2 

3. Montana 9-2 598 4 

4. Sacramento State 8-3 562 6 

5. South Dakota State 8-3 523 9 

6. Illinois State 8-3 510 8 

7. Weber State 8-3 496 3 

8. Montana State 8-3 441 10 

9. Kennesaw State 9-2 385 11 

10. Northern Iowa 7-4 379 5 

11. Central Arkansas 8-3 373 13 

12. Monmouth (N.J.) 9-2 347 15 

13. Florida A&M 9-1 336 14 

14. Villanova 8-3 322 16 

15. Furman 7-4 277 7 

16. Southeast Missouri St. 8-3 265 17 

17. Wofford 7-3 259 20 

18. Central Connecticut St. 10-1 234 18 

19. Austin Peay 8-3 183 22 

20. Towson 7-4 151 21 

21. Dartmouth 8-1 144 12 

22. Southeastern Louisiana 7-3 126 23 

23. Nicholls 7-4 80 24 

24. North Carolina A&T 7-3 48 25 

25. Southern Illinois 7-4 35 - 

25. Yale 8-1 35 - 

Others receiving votes: Princeton 26; 
North Dakota 14; Albany 12; San Diego 
11; UT Martin 2; Eastern Washington 1; 
South Carolina St. 1. 


NAIA poll 


Records through N_ 

Record Pts P 

1. Morningside (Iowa) 10-0 392 

2. Marian (Ind.) 9-0 371 

3. Kansas Wesleyan 11-0 356 

4. Grand View (Iowa) 11-0 353 

5. College of Idaho 9-0 333 

6. Lindsey Wilson (Ky.) 10-0 320 

7. Keiser (Fla.) 9-0 292 

8. Northwestern (Iowa) 9-1 289 

9. Saint Xavier (III.) 8-2 272 

10. Cumberlands (Ky.) 9-1 250 

11. Saint Francis (Ind.) 7-2 243 

12. Concordia (Mich.) 8-2 221 

13. Reinhardt (Ga.) 9-2 209 

14. Southeastern (Fla.) 8-1 196 

15. Baker (Kan.) 9-2 192 

16. Ottawa (Ariz.) 9-1 174 

17. Dickinson State (N.D.) 8-2 151 

18. Benedictine (Kan.) 8-3 124 

19. Langston (Okla.) 8-2 123 

20. Siena Heights (Mich.) 7-3 102 

21. Evangel (Mo.) 8-3 101 

22. Montana Western 7-3 76 

23. Waldorf (Iowa) 7-3 46 

24. Bethel (Kan.) 8-3 30 

25. Carroll (Mont.) 6-3 23 

Recieving votes: Midland (Neb.) 

MidAmerica Nazarene 7, Indiana W< 
leyan 6, Montana Tech 6. 


Wednesday’s games 
EAST 

Toledo (6-4) at Buffalo (5-5) 

MIDWEST 

Akron (0-10) at Miami (Ohio) (6-4) 

Thursday’s games 
SOUTH 

Stephen F. Austin (2-9) at Northwest¬ 
ern St. (3-8) 

Nicholls (7-4) at SE Louisiana (7-3) 

NC State (4-6) at Georgia Tech (2-8) 

Friday’s games 
SOUTHWEST 

Cent. Arkansas (8-3) at Incarnate 
Word (5-6) 

FAR WEST 

Colorado St. (4-6) at Wyoming (6-4) 

Saturday’s games 
EAST 

CCSU (10-1) at Duquesne (6-4) 
Georgetown (5-5) at Holy Cross (6-5) 
Merrimack (5-5) at LIU (0-9) 

Hampton (5-6) at Monmouth (NJ) (9-2) 
James Madison (10-1) at Rhode Island 
(2-9) 

Sacred Heart (7-4) at Robert Morris (6-5) 
Michigan St. (4-6) at Rutgers (2-8) 

East Carolina (3-7) at UConn (2-8) 

BYU (6-4) at UMass (1-10) 

Bryant (3-8) at Wagner (1-10) 
Oklahoma St. (7-3) at West Virginia (4-6) 
Harvard (4-5) at Yale (8-1) 

Dartmouth (8-1) at Brown (2-7) 
Lafayette (3-8) at Lehigh U-6) 

Bucknell (3-7) at Fordham (3-8) 
Morgan St. (3-8) at Howard (1-10) 
Maine (6-5) at New Hampshire (5-5) 
Princeton (7-2) at Penn (5-4) 

Delaware (5-6) at Villanova (8-3) 
Columbia (3-6) at Cornell (3-6) 

St. Francis (Pa.) (5-6) at Delaware St. 
(2-9) 

Albany (NY) (7-4) at Stony Brook (5-6) 
Elon (4-6) at Towson (7-4) 

Nebraska (4-6) at Maryland (3-7) 

SMU (9-1) at Navy (7-2) 

SOUTH 

W. Carolina (3-8) at Alabama (9-1) 
Samford (5-6) at Auburn (7-3) 

San Diego (8-2) at Jacksonville (3-8) 
William & Mary (4-7) at Richmond (5-6) 
Wofford (7-3) at The Citadel (6-5) 
UCF(7-3)atTulane (6-4) 

Liberty (6-4) at Virginia (7-3) 

Drake (5-4) at Davidson (8-3) 

Point (Ga.) (5-6) at Furman (7-4) 
Stetson (6-4) at Morehead St. (5-6) 

NC Central (4-7) at NC A&T (7-3) 

SC State (7-3) at Norfolk St. (5-6) 

St. Andrews (0-0) at Presbyterian (1-10) 
Chattanooga (6-5) at VMI (4-7) 

MVSU (2-8) at Alabama A&M (6-5) 
South Alabama (1-9) at Georgia St. (6-4) 

E. Kentucky (6-5) at Jacksonville St. (6-5) 
Gardner-Webb (3-8) at Kennesaw St. 
(9-2) 

Texas St. (3-7) at Appalachian St. (9-1) 
Tennessee St. (2-9) at Tennessee Tech 
(6-5) 

E. Illinois (1-10) at Austin Peay (8-3) 
Alcorn St. (7-3) at Jackson St. (4-7) 
Campbell (6-4) at Charleston South¬ 
ern (5-6) 

Marshall (7-3) at Charlotte (5-5) 
Bethune-Cookman (6-4) vs. Florida 
A&M (9-1) at Orlando, Fla. 

Texas A&M (7-3) at Georgia (9-1) 

UT Martin (7-4) at Kentucky (5-5) 
Mercer (4-7) at North Carolina (4-6) 

W. Kentucky (6-4) at Southern Miss. (7-3) 
Louisiana Tech (8-2) at UAB (7-3) 

ETSU (3-8) at Vanderbilt (2-8) 
Pittsburgh (7-3) at Virginia Tech (7-3) 
Syracuse (4-6) at Louisville (6-4) 
Memphis (9-1) at South Florida (4-6) 
Old Dominion (1-9) at Middle Tennes¬ 
see (3-7) 

Troy (5-5) at Louisiana-Lafayette (8-2) 
Coastal Carolina (4-6) at Louisiana- 
Monroe (4-6) 

Miami (6-4) at FlU (5-5) 

Arkansas (2-8) at LSU (10-0) 

Abilene Christian (5-6) at Mississippi 
St. (4-6) 

Duke (4-6) at Wake Forest (7-3) 

MIDWEST 

Illinois (6-4) at Iowa (7-3) 

Kansas (3-7) at Iowa St. (6-4) 

Ball St. (4-6) at Kent St. (4-6) 
Minnesota (9-1) at Northwestern (2-8) 
Penn St. (9-1) at Ohio St. (10-0) 

Illinois St. (8-3) at Youngstown St. (5-6) 
Butler (3-8) at Dayton (7-3) 

W. Illinois (1-10) at N. Iowa (7-4) 

S. Utah (3-8) at North Dakota (6-4) 
Murray St. (4-7) at SE Missouri (8-3) 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Agreed to terms 
with IB Yuli Gurriel on a one-year con- 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Sacramento G Buddy 
Hield $25,000 for kicking the game ball 
into the spectator stands at the conclu¬ 
sion of the Nov. 17 game against Boston. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Named Dasha Smith executive 
vice president and chief people officer. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Placed 
DE Lerentee McCray and TE Josh Oliver 
on IR. Signed TE Nick O’Leary. Signed TE 
Charles Jones from the practice squad 
and TE Matt Sokol to the practice squad. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS - Placed DE Em¬ 
manuel Ogbah on IR. Signed WR Gehrig 
Dieter from the practice squad. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed LB Pres¬ 
ton Brown. Placed WR-KR Dwayne Harris 


from the practice squad. Signed RB Ralph 
Webb and WRs Quadree Henderson and 
Amara Darboh to the practice squad. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Released 
DL Terry Beckner from the practice 
squad. 

LPGA — Elected Diane Gulyas chair of 
the board of directors, Madeleine Klein¬ 
er and John Veihmeyer to the board of in¬ 
dependent directors and Lydia Ko, Amy 
Olson and Alena Sharp to the board as 
player directors. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Recalled 
D Steven Santini and F Mathieu Olivier 
from Milwaukee (AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Placed G Cory 
Schneider on waivers. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

LA GALAXY - Exercised their 2020 
contract option on F Cristian Pavon. 


Marist (3-7) at Valparaiso (1-10) 

Boston College (5-5) at Notre Dame (8-2) 
Indiana St. (4-7) at Missouri St. (1-9) 

N. Dakota St. (11-0) at S. Illinois (7-4) 

S. Dakota St. (7-3) at South Dakota (4-7) 
Michigan (8-2) at Indiana (7-3) 

Purdue (4-6) at Wisconsin (8-2) 
Temple (7-3) at Cincinnati (9-1) 
Tennessee (5-5) at Missouri (5-5) 

SOUTHWEST 

Texas Southern (0-9) at Ark.-Pine Bluff 
(5-5) 

Georgia Southern (6-4) at Arkansas 
St. (6-4) 

Houston Baptist (5-6) at Sam Houston 
St. (6-5) 

Texas (6-4) at Baylor (9-1) 

North Texas (4-6) at Rice (1-9) 
McNeese St. (6-5) at Lamar (4-7 
FAU (7-3) at UTSA (4-6) 

Kansas St. (6-4) at Texas Tech (4-6) 
Houston (3-7) at Tulsa (3-7) 

TCU (5-5) at Oklahoma (9-1) 

FAR WEST 

Montana (9-2) at Montana St. (8-3) 

Air Force (8-2) at New Mexico (2-8) 

Cal Poly (2-8) at N. Colorado (2-9) 
UCLA (4-6) at Southern Cal (7-4) 

Idaho (4-7) at N. Arizona (4-7) 

UTEP (1-9) at New Mexico St. (1-9) 
California (5-5) at Stanford (4-6) 

San Jose St. (4-6) at UNLV (2-8) 

Idaho St. (3-8) at Weber St. (8-3) 
Portland St. (5-6) at E. Washington (6-5) 
UC Davis (5-6) at Sacramento St. (8-3) 
Oregon (9-1) at Arizona St. (5-5) 
Oregon St. (5-5) at Washington St. (5-5) 
Utah (9-1) at Arizona (4-6) 

Washington (6-4) at Colorado (4-6) 
Nevada (6-4) at Fresno St. (4-6) 

Boise St. (9-1) at Utah St. (6-4) 

San Diego St. (8-2) at Hawaii (7-4) 

NCAA Division II playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 23 

Shepherd (9-2) at Indiana (Pa.) (10-1) 
Tiffin (9-1) at Kutztown (10-1) 

West Chester (9-2) at Notre Dame 
(Ohio) (10-1) 

West Florida (8-2) at Wingate (10-1) 
Carson-Newman (8-2) at Bowie State 
( 11 - 0 ) 

Miles (8-2) at Lenoir-Rhyne (11-0) 
Indianapolis (9-1) at Central Missouri 
( 10 - 1 ) 

Lindenwood (Mo.) (8-2) at Ouachita 
Baptist (11-0) 

Harding (10-1) at Northwest Missouri 
State (10-1) 

Texas A&M-Commerce (9-2) at Tar- 
leton State (11-0) 

Sioux Falls (8-3) at Colorado Mines (11-0) 
Augustana (S.D.) (9-2) at Colorado St.- 
Pueblo (10-1) 

Second Round 
Saturday, Nov. 30 

Shepherd —Indiana (Pa.) winner at 
Slippery Rock (11-0) 

West Chester—Notre Dame (Ohio) 
winner vs. Tiffin-Kutztown 

West Florida—Wingate winner at Val¬ 
dosta State (10-0) 

Miles—Lenoir-Rhyne winner vs. Car¬ 
son-Newman—Bowie State winner 
Indianapolis—Central Missouri win¬ 
ner at Ferris State (10-0) 

Lindenwood (Mo.)—Ouachita Baptist 
winner vs. Harding—Northwest Missouri 
State winner 

Augustana (S.D.)—Colorado St.-Pueb- 
lo winner at Minnesota State (11-0) 
Texas A&M-Commerce—Tarleton 

State winner vs. Sioux Falls—Colorado 
Mines winner 

NAIA playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday, Nov. 23 

Dickinson State (N.D.) (8-2) at Morn¬ 
ingside (Iowa) (10-0) 

Reinhardt (Ga.) (9-2) at Marian (Ind.) 
(9-0) 

Baker (Kan.) (8-2) at Kansas Wesleyan 
( 11 - 0 ) 

Concordia (Mich.) (8-2) at Grand View 
(Iowa) (11-0) 

St. Francis (Ind.) (7-2) at Lindsey Wil¬ 
son (10-0) 

Saint Xavier (III.) (8-2) at Northwest¬ 
ern (Iowa) (9-1) 

Ottawa (Ariz.) (9-1) at College of Idaho 
(10-0) 

Cumberlands (Ky.) (9-1) at Keiser 
(Fla.) (9-0) 


Pro baseball 


MLB calendar 

Nov. 19-21 — Owners meetings, Ar¬ 
lington, Texas. 

Dec. 2 — Last day for teams to offer 
2020 contracts to unsigned players on 
their 40-man rosters. 

Dec. 8— Hall of Fame Modern Baseball 
committee vote announced, San Diego. 

Dec. 9-12 — Winter meetings, San Di- 

Jan. 10, 2020 — Salary arbitration fig¬ 
ures exchanged. 

Jan. 21 — Baseball Writers’ Associa¬ 
tion of America Hall of Fame voting re¬ 
sults announced. 

Feb. 3-21 — Salary arbitration hear¬ 
ings, Phoenix. 

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 16 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 21 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 26 — Opening day, active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 26 players. 

April 28-30 — New York Mets vs. Miami 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
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Rematch for Big 12 title seems inevitable 

Oklahoma, Baylor each need just one more victory to meet again 


Oklahoma quarterback Jalen Hurts, left, and Baylor linebacker Blake 
Lynch dive to recover a fumble on Saturday. 



By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

WACO, Texas — Matt Rhule 
and his Baylor Bears almost cer¬ 
tainly won’t have to wait until 
next year for another shot at 
Oklahoma. 

Give it about three weeks, when 
it seems inevitable that they will 
meet again in the Big 12 champi¬ 
onship game. The No. 8 Sooners 
and No. 13 Bears, both 9-1 over¬ 
all, are clearly the league’s top 
two teams this season. 

“There is no doubt in our minds 
that we are one of the better teams 
in the country,” Rhule said. “Ob¬ 
viously we wish we could have 
the second halfback.... I am sure 
Oklahoma, they wish they could 
have the first halfback.” 

The incredible start that gave 
Baylor an early 25-point lead 
ended up setting up the biggest 
comeback ever for the Sooners. 
The four-time defending Big 12 
champions still have hopes for 
another playoff appearance after 
the 34-31 victory on the banks 
of the Brazos River on Saturday 
night. 

“Well, that was fun,” Oklahoma 
coach Lincoln Riley said. 


With two games left in the regu¬ 
lar season, the Sooners and Bears 
share the Big 12 lead at 6-1, ahead 
of three teams with 4-3 confer¬ 
ence records. Iowa State already 
has lost to both Oklahoma and 
Baylor. Texas, already with a loss 
to the Sooners, plays at Baylor on 
Saturday. Oklahoma State, which 
lost at home to Baylor, ends the 
regular season Nov. 30 hosting 
Bedlam against its instate rival. 

Oklahoma and Baylor will play 
again Dec. 7 in Arlington, Texas, 
if both win just one of their last 
two games. The Sooners, up two 
spots in the new AP poll on Sun¬ 
day, host TCU on Saturday. 

The Sooners trailed 28-3 early 
in the second quarter at Baylor 
and were down 31-10 at halftime. 

Jalen Hurts overcame a career- 
worst three turnovers — two that 
led to Baylor touchdowns in the 
first half, and a third when the 
quarterback fumbled just before 
running across the goal line in 
the third quarter when Oklahoma 
was making its comeback. 

Riley slapped Hurts on the 
back coming off the field after 
that, and he had a short message. 

“I told him that I think we’re 
moving it well at this point, hold 


onto the damn ball, score every 
drive,” Riley said. 

Oklahoma’s offense was on the 
field pretty much all of the second 
half The Sooners tied the game 
at 31 with four consecutive drives 
after halftime that took at least 
11 plays — three touchdowns and 
Hurts’ fumble that was set up 
when the Sooners’ defense forced 
its first turnover in six games. 
Baylor ran only seven plays in the 
same span. 

Hurts finished with 297 yards 
passing and four touchdowns, even 
with standout receiver CeeDee 
Lamb missing the game because 
of an undisclosed medical issue. 
The graduate transfer from Ala¬ 
bama also ran for 114 yards. 

Baylor had the ball for less than 
6 minutes after halftime and had 
only 16 plays, the last when Char¬ 
lie Brewer’s pass was intercepted 
after the Bears got to the Oklaho¬ 
ma 40 in the final minute. 

Now they have to refocus and 
do their part for the chance at a 
December redo. 

“You’ve got to get over it and 
move on to the next week,” said 
Brewer, who threw two TD passes 
to Denzel Mims and ran for two 
more scores for the early lead. 


“Obviously, it was tough with just 
all the implications and how big 
the game was. Would we have 
liked to win it? Yes, but we didn’t, 
so we don’t have a choice but to 
learn from it.” 

Baylor had won 11 in a row. The 
loss pretty much takes the Bears 
out of a contention for a spot in 
the College Football Playoff, but 
they can still win a conference 
title only two years after an 11- 
loss season. 

If the Sooners can win their 
fifth consecutive Big 12 title, and 


13th overall, they could still have 
a shot at getting into the playoff for 
the fourth time in five seasons. 

“As a coach, there’s a lot of 
great wins. We’ve been lucky to 
have a ton of them here. Coming 
back like we did, how it all played 
out, this one is up there for sure,” 
Riley said. “I am beyond proud, 
also beyond excited about us con¬ 
tinuing to grow. I think people 
still see we got a lot of things to 
continue to grow and get better. 
I think this can be a catalyst for 
that. I think it will be.” 
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Outlook ‘excellent’ 
for QB Tagovailoa 
after hip surgery 


Associated Press 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Ala¬ 
bama’s team surgeon said Tua 
Tagovailoa’s prognosis was “ex¬ 
cellent” after the quarterback 
underwent surgery to repair a 
dislocated hip, although there 
is no timeline for Tagovailoa’s 
recovery. 

Dr. Lyle Cain said Tagovailoa 
is expected to recover fully after 
Monday’s surgery in Houston — 
probably the best possible news 
the QB could have received about 
the devastating season-ending in¬ 
jury, which has cast a cloud over 
his football future. 

The 2018 Heisman Trophy 
runner-up, Tagovailoa emerged 
as a likely high draft pick — pos¬ 
sibly No. 1 overall — with fans of 
downtrodden NFL teams using 
the Twitter hashtag “Tankfortua” 
to show their hopes of getting the 
QB in the draft. 

If Tagovailoa does decide to 
enter the draft, it’s unclear how 
the injury will affect how teams 
evaluate him. 

Saban isn’t publicly speculating 
on Tagovailoa’s prospects. 

“Our concern is about him 
getting healthy,” the coach said. 
“This is going to be a long recov¬ 
ery for him, but we fully expect a 
full recovery. No one’s really spec¬ 
ulating or talking about what’s 
best for him to do in the future. 
My only concern is that he can do 
what’s best for him in his future. 
I don’t know if right now’s the 
time to be thinking about that, 
when you’re thinking about the 
guy’s health and well-being and 
recovery.” 

Saban pointed out that New 
York Jets linebacker C.J. Mosley 
also dislocated a hip in the nation¬ 
al championship game to end the 
2011 season. 

“And he’s come back and had 
a very successful career,” the 
coach said. “That’s basically all I 
can tell you about it.” 

Dr. Michael Stover, an ortho¬ 
pedic surgeon at Northwestern 
Medicine in Chicago, said he has 
performed similar surgeries on 
high school athletes and one pro 
football player, an offensive line¬ 
man. He said there’s not enough 
data to project a timetable on a 
skill player like Tagovailoa, but 
he was cautiously optimistic. 

“He has a chance to return to 
sports,” Stover said. “I would be 
hesitant to say at what level.” 

Tagovailoa passed for 7,442 
yards and a school-record 87 
touchdowns in less than two full 
seasons as Alabama’s starter. 
He presided over a remarkable 
transformation of the once-staid 
Crimson Tide offense. A five-star 
recruit from Hawaii, he capped 
his freshman season by coming 
off the bench to lead a second-half 
comeback win over Georgia in 
the national championship game, 
throwing the winning touchdown 
in overtime. 

SEC Network analyst and 



Rogelio V. Solis/AP 

Alabama quarterback Tua 
Tagovailoa stands on the 
sidelines during a timeout in the 
first half on Saturday. 

former Tide quarterback Greg 
McElroy believes Tagovailoa has 
two things in his favor: medical 
advances and a positive attitude. 

“You are in a much better po¬ 
sition today in 2019 to come back 
from a catastrophic injury than at 
any other point in history,” McEl¬ 
roy said. 

He cited former Notre Dame 
linebacker Jaylon Smith, another 
coveted NFL prospect who recov¬ 
ered from a potentially career¬ 
ending knee injury and wound up 
being a second-round draft pick 
by the Dallas Cowboys in 2016. 
In August, Smith received a $64 
million, five-year extension. 

“So much about overcoming 
an injury is about your attitude, 
and if there’s one thing I know 
about Tua, he’s ping to have a re¬ 
markably positive attitude in the 
approach to the rehab and every¬ 
thing that’s going to go along with 
it,” McElroy said. 

Positive attitude is one thing 
people close to Tagovailoa say he 
has plenty of 

Saban couldn’t say enough 
about the quarterback’s spirit. 
The coach said Tagovailoa is a 
“fabulous person” and one of the 
four or five players he has cared 
the most for personally. 

Saban said he was feeling down 
about the injury, but got a pick- 
me-up from the injured QB. 

“I feel bad. I’m hurting,” Saban 
said Monday. “So I called him on 
Saturday night to cheer him up 
and he cheered me up. I called 
him last night because I’d been 
sitting in that room for 10 hours 
(Sunday) watching film. I called 
him to cheer him up and he 
cheers me up. 

“This is a guy that has great 
spirit. He’s very positive about 
just about everything he does and 
the effect that he has on other 
people.” 

Tagovailoa was injured while 
being dragged down by two Mis¬ 
sissippi State defenders late in the 
first half with Alabama up 35-7. 

Mac Jones is taking over Ala¬ 
bama’s offense starting Saturday 
against Western Carolina. 



Butch Dill/AP 

Georgia quarterback Jake Fromm looks downfield as he prepares to pass against Auburn during the 
second half on Saturday in Auburn, Ala. The No. 4 Bulldogs clinched the SEC East and a spot in the 
conference championship game, giving them a clear path to the College Football Playoff. 


Despite ugly loss, Georgia 
has a clear path to playoff 


By Paul Newberry 
Associated Press 

ATHENS, Ga. — Kirby Smart held up his 
cellphone. 

His players all have one, too. 

They can keep up with the chatter like everyone 
else. 

“These kids live and die by these things, man,” 
Georgia’s coach said Monday, shrugging his 
shoulders. 

Yep, his players are fully aware. 

Despite the ugliest loss of any national champi¬ 
onship contender, the No. 4 Bulldogs head into late 
November with a clear path to the College Football 
Playoff 

“You don’t control that,” Smart said. “They’re 
going to see it. They’re going to hear it. What you try 
to emphasize is the facts. Here are the facts: if we 
block and tackle people, we’re 
pretty good.” 

A little over a month ago, 
Georgia didn’t look good at all. 

The Bulldogs somehow lost 
at home to 24y2-point underdog 
South Carolina, a team that is 4- 
7 and most recently took a 30-6 
loss at Texas A&M — the team 
that Georgia, in an interesting 
twist, hosts Saturday in its final 
game of the season at Sanford 
Stadium. 

That looked like it would com¬ 
pletely derail any championship 
aspirations, but the Bulldogs (9- 
1, 6-1) have bounced back with 
impressive wins over No. 10 Florida and No. 16 Au¬ 
burn, clinching the SEC East title for the third year 
in a row. 

“I knew what we were capable of I knew the South 
Carolina game was just a combination of us turning 
the ball over and not playing our best football,” tight 
end Eli Wolf said. “I know when we play the way 
we’re capable of, we can do just about anything.” 

As it turned out, that unthinkable setback won’t be 
a hindrance to any of Georgia’s goals. 

The Bulldogs still claimed the division title, the 
first team from the East to win three straight since 
the 1990s. They climbed back into the top four of 


the CFP rankings last week, the voters impressed 
enough with a schedule that also includes a victory 
over No. 15 Notre Dame to overlook the South Caro¬ 
lina defeat. They’ll surely stay there when the new 
rankings come out on Tuesday. 

Essentially, Georgia is in the same position it’s 
been the last two years after 10 games. If the Bull¬ 
dogs can win their last two regular-season games, 
they’ll play in the SEC title game — most likely 
against top-ranked LSU — for a spot in the four- 
team playoff 

In 2017, Georgia knocked off Auburn for the SEC 
title to earn its playoff berth, going on to beat Okla¬ 
homa in the Rose Bowl before squandering a 13- 
point lead to Alabama and losing the national title 
game in overtime. 

Last season, the Bulldogs were again denied by 
the Crimson Tide, only it was in the SEC champion¬ 
ship. Squandering a pair of 14-point leads, they lost 
35-28 and had to settle for a spot in the Sugar Bowl 
rather than a berth in the playoff 

Smart was asked to compare this year’s team with 
his two previous squads. 

“Every team is different,” he said. “I think this 
team is getting better. I think the biggest thing, this 
team is going to be defined what it does going for¬ 
ward, not what it’s done in the past.” 

Turns out, what happened in the past—especially 
that one grim loss — didn’t affect Georgia’s ultimate 
goal this season. 

If the Bulldogs can beat No. 24 Texas A&M (7-3, 
2-4) on Saturday they will be a huge favorite in the 
regular-season finale against a two-win Georgia 
Tech team, which was blown out last weekend by 
Virginia Tech 45-0. 

Then, it’s on to face LSU, presuming the Tigers 
get through their final two regular-season games 
against woeful Arkansas and Texas A&M without 
any slip-ups. 

That South Carolina game is still lingering just a 
bit, serving as a reminder of what can go wrong. 

“You’ve got to remember after the South Caro¬ 
lina loss, what the outside world was saying,” Wolf 
recalled. “You do the same when things are going 
well. 

“When people start talking about the playoffs and 
stuff like that, you block it out and say, ‘Remember 
who we are, remember where we were after South 
Carolina.’” 


I I know 
when we 
play the 
way we’re 
capable of, 
we can do 
just about 
anything. ^ 

Eli Wolf 

Georgia TE 
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NHL/SPORTS BRIEFS 



Nick Wass/AP 

Capitals right wing Garnet Hathaway, left, fights Anaheim Ducks 
center Derek Grant during the second period of Monday’s game in 
Washington. Hathaway was later ejected for spitting. 

NHL roundup 


Caps beat Ducks 
in wake of brawl 


Hathaway gets tossed for spitting 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—Just as com¬ 
batants were being separated in 
the aftermath of a heated brawl, 
Erik Gudbranson gave Garnet 
Hathaway another punch and 
received something he didn’t ex¬ 
pect in return. 

Hathaway spit on him and was 
thrown out of a feisty matchup 
Monday night he and the Wash¬ 
ington Capitals won 5-2 against 
Gudbranson and the Anaheim 
Ducks. Hathaway said he regret¬ 
ted the loogie that could spark fur¬ 
ther punishment from the NHL in 
the form of a fine or suspension, 
and the Ducks were spitting mad 
about the entire incident. 

“That’s about as low as you dig 
a pit, really,” Gudbranson said. 
“It’s a bad thing to do. It’s some¬ 
thing you just don’t do in a game, 
and he did it.“ 

Hathaway was given a match 
penalty for spitting in the latter 
stages of the fracas late in the sec¬ 
ond period. Gudbranson got a 10- 
minute misconduct, Anaheim’s 
Nick Ritchie was also ejected for 
being the third man into a fight 
and a total of 50 penalty minutes 
were doled out. 

“These games can get physi¬ 
cal and they can get nasty,” 
Ducks coach Dallas Eakins said. 
“These guys’ll throw down, drop 
their gloves, that stuff goes on in 
the game, but what I saw there I 
haven’t seen — I think I’ve been 
in pro hockey 30 years maybe 
— and I’ve never seen that before. 
It’s just something you don’t see 
in the game.” 

After some off-and-on hos¬ 
tilities in the first 39 minutes, 
Washington’s Brendan Leipsic 
incited the brawl by bulldozing 
Anaheim’s Derek Grant just be¬ 


fore Chandler Stephenson scored 
to make it 3-0 Capitals with 33.4 
seconds remaining in the sec¬ 
ond. Almost all 10 skaters on the 
ice got involved, and Hathaway 
fought Gudbranson, Grant and 
Ritchie in a matter of minutes. 

Officials were attempting to 
separate players when Gudbran¬ 
son rabbit-punched Hathaway, 
who then spit in his face with 
referee Peter MacDougall a few 
feet away. Officials checked the 
video before confirming a five- 
minute match penalty and game 
misconduct on Hathaway for spit¬ 
ting, which carries an automatic 
ejection. 

“Unfortunately, spit came out 
of my mouth after I got sucker 
punched and it went onto him,” 
Hathaway said. “It has no place. It 
was an emotional play by me. You 
don’t plan any of that stuff in your 
head, and it was a quick reaction 
and unfortunately the wrong one 
for me to a sucker punch.” 

Coyotes 3, Kings 0: Conor 
Garland had a goal and an assist, 
Antti Raanta stopped 31 shots and 
host Arizona beat Los Angeles. 

Derek Stepan and Jakob Chy- 
chrun also scored, and Christian 
Dvorak and Nick Schmaltz had 
two assists apiece as the Coyotes 
won their fourth in five games. 
Schmaltz raised his point total to 
a team-high 18. 

Raanta and Darcy Kuemper 
became the first goaltending tan¬ 
dem to post back-to-back shut¬ 
outs for the Coyotes. Kuemper 
held Calgary scoreless Saturday 
night. 

Raanta denied a breakaway 
attempt by Austin Wagner with 
10:32 to play. Jack Campbell 
made 24 saves for Los Angeles, 
which had its three-game win¬ 
ning streak snapped. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


20 12 
20 11 
20 10 
20 10 


20 8 11 
7 12 


Boston 
Montreal 
Florida 
Buffalo 
Toronto 
Tampa Bay 
Ottawa 
Detroit 

Metropolitan Division 

Washington 23 16 3 4 3 

N.Y. isianders 18 14 3 12 

Caroiina 20 12 

Pittsburgh 20 11 

Phiiadeiphia 20 10 

N.Y. Rangers 18 8 

New Jersey 19 7 

Coiumbus 19 7 


5 25 74 74 
3 23 59 59 


2 20 64 59 


24 67 ! 
24 61 I 
18 60 I 
18 50 I 


Western Conference 


St. Louis 
Coiorado 
Winnipeg 

Chicago 

Nashviiie 

Minnesota 


Centrai Division 
— ■ ■ OT Pts GF GA 

5 29 62 61 


21 12 
20 12 
21 12 
21 11 


20 7 11 2 


Edmonton 
Arizona 
Vancouver 
Vegas 

San Jose 
LosAngeies 21 


Pacific Division 


26 73 59 
25 59 64 
24 55 52 
22 61 59 
21 70 66 
16 53 69 

71 61 
28 64 49 
24 69 59 


3 23 


60 70 
22 59 64 
21 63 73 
17 53 75 


10 10 
10 10 
10 10 
8 12 

Note: Two points for a ___ 

for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Vegas 6, Calgary 0 
Chicago 4, Buffalo 1 

Monday’s games 
Washington 5, Anaheim 2 
Arizona 3, Los Angeies 0 

Tuesday’s games 
Montreal at Columbus 
Philadelphia at Florida 
N.Y. Isianders at Pittsburgh 
Minnesota at Buffalo 
Boston at New Jersey 
Ottawa at Detroit 
Tampa Bay at St. Louis 
Winnipeg at Nashviiie 
Carolina at Chicago 
Vancouver at Dalias 
Colorado at Calgary 
Toronto at Vegas 
Edmonton at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Ottawa at Montreal 
Washington at N.Y. Rangers 
Thursday’s games 
Buffalo at Boston 
Detroit at Coiumbus 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Islanders 
Philadelphia at Caroiina 
Anaheim at Florida 
Vancouver at Nashviiie 
Caigary at St. Louis 
Colorado at Minnesota 
Tampa Bay at Chicago 
Winnipeg at Daiias 
Toronto at Arizona 
San Jose at Vegas 
Edmonton at Los Angeles 

Monday 

Capitals 5, Ducks 2 

Anaheim 0 0 2—2 

Washington 1 2 2-5 

First Period— 1, Washington, Panik 1 
(Eiler, Boyd), 0:50. 

Second Period— 2, Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 15 (Kuznetsov, Carison), 6:39 (pp). 3, 
Washington, Stephenson 3 (Hathaway), 
19:26. 

Third Period— 4, Washington, Vrana 
10, 5:44. 5, Anaheim, Steel 1 (Del Zotto, 
Shore), 13:31 (pp). 6, Anaheim, Desiau- 
riers 1 (Rakeil, Getziaf), 18:11. 7, Wash¬ 
ington, Wilson 9 (Backstrom, Carlson), 
18:49. 

Shots on Goai-Anaheim 7-12-15-34. 
Washington 12-12-7—31. 

Power-piay opportunities— Anaheim 1 
of 4; Washington 1 of 1. 

Goaiies— Anaheim, Gibson 7-10-0 (30 
shots-26 saves). Washington, Hoitby 11- 
1-3 (34-32). 

A-18,573 (18,277). T-2:34. 

Coyotes 3, Kings 0 

Los Angeies 0 0 0-0 

Arizona 2 1 0—3 

First Period— 1, Arizona, Gariand 10 
(Dvorak, Schmaltz), 3:12. 2, Arizona, Ste¬ 
pan 4 (Dvorak, Kessei), 14:48 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, Arizona, Chychrun 
5 (Garland, Schmaltz), 10:47 (pp). 

Shots on Goai— Los Angeles 6-14-11 — 
31. Arizona 13-6-8-27. 

Power-piay opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
ies 0 of 4; Arizona 2 of 4. 

Goaiies— Los Angeles, Campbell 3-4-1 
(27 shots-24 saves). Arizona, Raanta 4-2- 
2 (31-31). 

A-12,210 (17,125). T-2:19. 

Calendar 

Dec. 1 — Signing deadiine Group 2 free 
agents (5 p.m. EST). 

Dec. 9-10 — Board of Governors meet¬ 
ing, Pebbie Beach, Calif. 

Dec. 12 — U.S. Hockey Hali of Fame in¬ 
duction, Washington. 

Dec. 19-27 — Holiday roster freeze. 
Dec. 24-26 — Hoiiday break. 


Briefly 

Japan’s Yamaguchi 
set to move to MLB 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — Pitcher Shun Yama¬ 
guchi, who led Japan’s Central 
League in wins, strikeouts and 
winning percentage this season, 
says he wants to move to Mqjor 
League Baseball through the 
posting system. 

The 32-year-old right-hander 
declared his intention this week. 
He would become the first play¬ 
er from Tokyo’s Yomiuri Giants 
to pursue a career in the ma¬ 
jors through the posting system, 
though outfielder Hideki Matsui 
left as a free agent to sign with 
the New York Yankees for the 
2003 season. 

“I will work even harder as I 
pursue a new challenge,” said 
Yamaguchi, who received per¬ 
mission from the Giants to talk 
to MLB teams. “I will take a shot 
at my dream of playing in the 
mqjors.” 

Yamaguchi went 15-4 this sea¬ 
son with 188 strikeouts and a .789 
winning percentage, helping Yo¬ 
miuri to its first CL pennant in 
five years. 

He signed with the Giants be¬ 
fore the 2016 season after leav¬ 
ing the DeNA BayStars as a free 
agent. 

The posting system allows 
Japanese players under contract 
to negotiate with m^or league 
teams. If a contract is reached, 
their Japanese club receives a 
fee based on a percentage of the 
value of the player’s contract. 

In other baseball news: 

■ Outfielder Yoshitomo Tsu- 
tsugo has been made available to 
mqjor league teams through the 
posting process by Yokohama of 
Japan’s Central League. 

M^or league clubs have until 5 
p.m. EST on Dec. 19 to negotiate 
with Tsutsugo, who turns 28 on 
Nov. 26. 

A corner outfielder, Tsutsugo 
hit .272 this year with 29 hom¬ 
ers and 79 RBIs. He has a .285 
average with 205 homers and 
613 RBIs during 10 seasons with 
Yokohama. 

■ Yuli Gurriel has agreed to 
an $8.3 million, one-year con¬ 
tract with the Houston Astros, a 
$300,000 raise from his originally 
scheduled salary for next season. 

Gurriel hit .298 and set ca¬ 
reer bests with 31 homers and 
104 RBIs as the Astros won the 
American League pennant for the 
second time in three seasons. He 
hit .310 with one homer and five 
RBIs in the seven-game World 
Series loss to Washington. 

Hield fined $25,000 for 
kicking ball into stands 

NEW YORK — Sacramento 
guard Buddy Hield has been fined 
$25,000 by the NBA for kicking 
the ball into the stands following 
the Kings’ victory over Boston. 

The ball bounced toward mid¬ 
court after Marcus Smart’s poten¬ 
tial winning shot bounced off the 
rim Sunday. Hield chased it down 


and kicked it into the crowd. 

The penalty was announced 
Monday by Kiki VanDeWeghe, 
the NBAs executive vice presi¬ 
dent of basketball operations. 

Hield scored a season-high 35 
points in Sacramento’s 100-99 
victory that snapped the Celtics’ 
10-game winning streak. 

France opens Davis Cup 
Finals by beating Japan 

MADRID — Two days after 
clinching the doubles title in the 
ATP Finals, French duo Pierre- 
Hugues Herbert and Nicolas 
Mahut gave France an opening 
win in the Davis Cup Finals. 

Herbert and Mahut rallied to 
defeat Ben McLachlan and Yas- 
utaka Uchiyama of Japan 6-7 (4), 

6- 4, 7-5 in the deciding doubles 
match in Group A on Tuesday, 
giving top-ranked France a 2-1 
victory. 

The French duo squandered 
two match points while serving 
at 5-4, but capitalized on their 
chance at 6-5 to clinch the vic¬ 
tory for last year’s Davis Cup 
runner-up. 

The teams were tied after Jo- 
Wilfried Tsonga cruised past 
Uchiyama 6-2, 6-1 and Yoshihito 
Nishioka defeated Gael Monfils 

7- 5, 6-2. 

In the new Davis Cup format, 
teams play only two singles anci 
a doubles in each tie, with the 
group winners advancing to the 
knockout stage. 

Argentina comfortably defeat¬ 
ed Chile 3-0, while Kazakhstan 
also needed the doubles match 
to beat the Netherlands 2-1 and 
clinch its first away Davis Cup 
win since 2011. 

The new Davis Cup is being 
played in World Cup-style with 
all 18 teams playing in a single 
venue in the same week. It is the 
result of a 25-year partnership 
between the International Tennis 
Federation and Kosmos, a group 
co-founded by Barcelona soccer 
player Gerarcl Pique. 

Galaxy extend Pavon’s 
loan through 2020 

CARSON, Calif—The LA Gal¬ 
axy have picked up their contract 
option to keep Argentine forward 
Cristian Pavon through the 2020 
season. 

The Galaxy announced the 
widely anticipated move Monday 
to retain the 23-year-old Pavon, 
who joined the club in August 
from Boca Juniors. 

Pavon had three goals and eight 
assists in just 11 regular-season 
games for the Galaxy under ex- 
Boca coach Guillermo Barros 
Schelotto. 

Pavon will now occupy a desig¬ 
nated player spot with the Galaxy. 
They have a vacancy after Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic announced his de¬ 
parture from the club last week. 

Pavon will be a key element of 
the Galaxy’s attack with Ibrahi- 
movic’s departure. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 


5 8 .385 6 


Miami 
Orlando 
Charlotte 
Atlanta 
Washington 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Cleveland 

Chicago 


Southeast Division 


Centrai Division 


3 8 .273 5'/2 


8 6 .571 I'/i 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 
Dallas 
Memphis 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Nc 

Denver 

Utah 

Minnesota 
Oklahoma City 
Portland 


5 8 .385 5'/2 


5 8 .385 4'/2 


L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers 
Phoenix 
Sacramento 
Golden State 


Pacific Division 


Sunday’s games 

Philadelphia 114, Cleveland 95 
Sacramento 100, Boston 99 
Denver 131, Memphis 114 
Orlando 125, Washington 121 
New Orleans 108, Golden State 100 
L.A. Lakers 122, Atlanta 101 
Monday’s games 
New York 123, Cleveland 105 
Indiana 115, Brooklyn 86 
Toronto 132, Charlotte 96 
Houston 132, Portland 108 
Milwaukee 115, Chicago 101 
Dallas 117, San Antonio 110 
Boston 99, Phoenix 85 
Minnesota 112, Utah 102 
L.A. Clippers 90, Oklahoma City 88 
Tuesday’s games 
Golden State at Memphis 
Portland at New Orleans 
Phoenix at Sacramento 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers 
Wednesday’s games 
New York at Philadelphia 
San Antonio at Washington 
Charlotte at Brooklyn 
Cleveland at Miami 
Golden State at Dallas 
Milwaukee at Atlanta 
Orlando at Toronto 
Detroit at Chicago 
Utah at Minnesota 
Houston at Denver 
Boston at L.A. Clippers 


Monday 

Celtics 99, Suns 85 

BOSTON - Brown 6-16 0-2 14, Tatum 

8-16 7-9 26, Theis 0-2 0-0 0, Walker 9-19 
0-0 19, Smart 5-12 4-4 17, Williams 2-5 0-0 
4, Oieleye 1-2 0-0 3, Kanter 1-2 0-0 2, Wil¬ 
liams III 0-1 0-0 0, Edwards 1-5 2-2 4, Wa- 
namaker 4-9 0-0 10. Totals 37-89 13-17 99. 

PHOENIX - Oubre Jr. 5-13 4-6 15, Saric 

3-13 1-2 9, Baynes 4-9 0-0 9, Carter 1-2 0-0 
3, Booker 7-13 4-4 20, C.Johnson 3-10 0-0 8, 
Bridges 3-4 0-0 6, Diallo 2-2 0-0 4, Kamin¬ 
sky 2-7 0-0 5, Okobo 0-3 0-0 0, T.Johnson 

3- 6 0-0 6. Totals 33-82 9-12 85. 

Boston 26 31 23 19-99 

Phoenix 22 20 23 20-85 

Three-point Goals—Boston 12-41 (Ta¬ 
tum 3-9, Smart 3-10, Wanamaker 2-4, 
Brown 2-5, Ojeleye 1-1, Walker 1-7, Theis 
0-1, Edwards 0-2, Williams 0-2), Phoenix 
10-36 (Booker 2-4, Saric 2-6, C.Johnson 

2-7, Carter 1-1, Kaminsky 1-3, Oubre Jr. 

1-5, Baynes 1-5, Bridges 0-1, Okobo 0-2, 
T.Johnson 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Boston 52 (Theis, Tatum 11), 
Phoenix 45 (Saric 10). Assists—Boston 

22 (Wanamaker 6), Phoenix 22 (Baynes 
5). Total Fouls—Boston 21, Phoenix 17. 
A-15,193 (18,422). 

Knicks 123, Cavaliers 105 

CLEVELAND - Osman 2-5 1-2 5, Porter 
Jr. 6-11 3-8 18, Thompson 3-6 3-4 9, Sexton 
5-13 3-5 14, Garland 4-9 0-2 10, McKinnie 

4- 10 3-5 14, Wade 0-1 0-0 0, Zizic 2-4 1-2 5, 
Clarkson 5-7 0-0 13, Dellavedova 1-2 2-2 5, 
Knight 4-8 0-0 12. Totals 36-76 16-30 105. 

NEW YORK - Morris Sr. 5-13 12-13 23, 
Randle 12-17 3-5 30, Gibson 2-6 3-4 7, Nti- 
likina 3-7 0-0 6, Barrett 5-13 4-5 15, Knox 
II 2-10 2-4 6, Portis 3-8 0-0 7, Robinson 3-7 

1-2 7, Smith Jr. 3-6 2-2 8, Ellington 1-1 0-0 3, 
Dotson 5-10 0-0 11. Totals 44-98 27-35 123. 
Cleveland 20 31 20 34-105 

New York 32 32 30 29-123 

Three-point Goals—Cleveland 17-36 
(Knight 4-8, Clarkson 3-5, McKinnie 3-6, 
Porter Jr. 3-6, Garland 2-5, Dellavedova 

1-2, Sexton 1-2, Osman 0-2), New York 8- 

23 (Randle 3-5, Barrett 1-1, Ellington 1-1, 
Portis 1-2, Morris Sr. 1-3, Dotson 1-5, Nti- 
likina 0-2, Knox II 0-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Cleveland 41 (Osman 8), New 
York 47 (Gibson, Robinson 8). Assists— 
Cleveland 18 (Clarkson 4), New York 17 
(Ntilikina 6). Total Fouls-Cleveland 26, 
New York 24. A-17,097 (19,812). 



David J. Phillip/AP 


The Rockets’ Russell Westbrook goes up for a shot past the Trail 
Blazers’ CJ McCollum during the second half on Monday in Houston. 


Bucks 115, Bulls 101 

MILWAUKEE - Matthews 0-0 0-0 0, 
G.Antetokounmpo 13-22 5-12 33, B.Lopez 

5-118-9 19, Bledsoe 2-113-5 8, DiVincenzo 
5-9 2-2 15, Ilyasova 3-8 0-0 6, R.Lopez 1-2 
0-0 3, Hill 5-9 4-4 18, Korver 2-4 0-0 5, Con- 
naughton 0-0 0-0 0, Brown 2-6 2-3 8. Totals 
38-82 24-35 115. 

CHICAGO - Hutchison 2-8 2-2 7, Mark- 
kanen 2-12 5-6 9, Carter Jr. 3-6 0-0 6, Sa- 
toransky 2-6 0-0 5, LaVine 4-16 1-2 11, 
Young 3-7 2-2 9, Gafford 10-12 1-2 21, 
White 5-15 0-0 13, Dunn 4-8 0-0 8, Arcidi- 
acono 4-7 0-0 12. Totals 39-97 11-14 101. 
Milwaukee 29 31 24 31-115 

Chicago 26 30 25 20-101 

Three-point Goals—Milwaukee 15- 
41 (Hill 4-7, DiVincenzo 3-6, Brown 2-4, 
G.Antetokounmpo 2-6, R.Lopez 1-2, Ko¬ 
rver 1-3, Bledsoe 1-4, B.Lopez 1-5, Ilyas¬ 
ova 0-4), Chicago 12-34 (Arcidiacono 

4-5, White 3-6, LaVine 2-7, Young 1-3, 
Satoransky 1-3, Hutchison 1-3, Carter Jr. 
0-1, Dunn 0-2, Markkanen 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Milwaukee 48 
(G.Antetokounmpo, B.Lopez 10), Chicago 
50 (Markkanen, LaVine, Carter Jr. 8). As¬ 
sists—Milwaukee 24 (Brown 6), Chicago 
25 (Dunn 9). Total Fouls—Milwaukee 
16, Chicago 25. Technicals—Milwaukee 
coach Bucks (Defensive three second), 
Milwaukee coach Mike Budenholzer. A— 
17,565 (20,917). 


Pacers 115, Nets 86 

INDIANA - Warren 6-17 6-7 19, Sabonis 
7-16 2-2 16, Turner 4-11 0-1 9, A.Holiday 
10-19 0-0 24, J.Holiday 6-11 4-4 20, Bowen 
II 0-1 0-0 0, McDermott 2-7 1-2 7, Leaf 0-1 
0-0 0, Johnson 2-3 0-0 4, Bitadze 2-5 0-1 
4, Mitrou-Long 5-10 0-0 12. Totals 44-101 
13-17 115. 

BROOKLYN - Harris 3-8 0-0 7, Prince 

3-11 0-0 7, Allen 4-7 2-4 10, Dinwiddle 9- 
21 6-7 28, Temple 4-10 0-1 10, Kurucs 1-2 
0-0 2, Claxton 0-1 1-2 1, Jordan 2-2 2-2 6, 
Shumpert 1-5 0-2 3, Luwawu-Cabarrot 0- 
2 1-2 1, Pinson 3-11 0-0 8, Musa 0-4 3-4 3, 
Nwaba 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 30-84 15-24 86. 
Indiana 18 41 25 31-115 

Brooklyn 18 17 33 18- 86 

Three-point Goals—Indiana 14-33 
(J.Holiday 4-6, A.Holiday 4-7, McDermott 

2-4, Mitrou-Long 2-6, Warren 1-2, Turner 

1- 4, Bitadze 0-1, Bowen II 0-1, Sabonis 0- 
2), Brooklyn 11-34 (Dinwiddle 4-8, Pinson 

2- 4, Temple 2-6, Prince 1-3, Shumpert 1-5, 
Harris 1-5, Luwawu-Cabarrot 0-1, Musa 
0-1, Kurucs 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Indiana 63 (Sabonis 18), Brook¬ 
lyn 40 (Allen 12). Assists—Indiana 26 
(A.Holiday 13), Brooklyn 18 (Dinwiddle 
8). Total Fouls—Indiana 22, Brooklyn 19. 
A-14,140 (17,732). 


Raptors 132, Hornets 96 

CHARLOTTE - Bridges 5-10 1-1 13, 
Washington 2-5 0-0 5, Zeller 3-6 0-0 8, 
Rozier 4-11 0-0 10, Graham 4-9 0-0 11, 
Kidd-Gilchrist 0-3 2-2 2, Williams 4-5 3-3 

14, Hernangomez 1-2 3-6 5, Biyombo 5-7 

3-8 13, Batum 1-4 0-0 3, Monk 2-9 3-4 7, 
Co.Martin 0-3 0-0 0, Bacon 2-4 0-0 5. To¬ 
tals 33-78 15-24 96. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 10-13 0-0 24, 
Siakam 7-14 3-3 20, Gasol 2-4 0-0 5, Van- 
Vleet 3-12 3-4 11, Powell 7-15 1-2 17, Bris- 
sett 0-2 0-0 0, Hollis-Jefferson 6-10 3-3 

15, Miller 2-2 0-0 5, Hernandez 1-2 0-0 2, 
Boucher 5-110-111, Thomas 2-5 0-0 6, Da¬ 
vis 5-7 2-2 16. Totals 50-97 12-15 132. 

Charlotte 25 31 18 22- 96 

Toronto 26 34 32 40-132 

Three-point Goals—Charlotte 15-45 
(Williams 3-4, Graham 3-7, Zeller 2-3, 
Bridges 2-5, Rozier 2-6, Bacon 1-2, Wash¬ 
ington 1-3, Batum 1-4, Hernangomez 0-1, 
Kidd-Gilchrist 0-2, Co.Martin 0-3, Monk 
0-5), Toronto 20-43 (Davis 4-5, Anunoby 4- 
7, Siakam 3-6, Thomas 2-4, VanVIeet 2-6, 
Powell 2-8, Miller 1-1, Boucher 1-2, Gasol 
1-3, Hernandez 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Charlotte 37 (Batum 6), To¬ 
ronto 53 (Boucher 11). Assists—Char¬ 
lotte 26 (Graham 6), Toronto 40 (Gasol 
9). Total Fouls-Charlotte 19, Toronto 25. 
A-19,800 (19,800). 


Rockets 132, Trail Blazers 108 

PORTLAND - Hood 2-8 0-0 5, Little 4-10 

3-6 11, Whiteside 5-9 1-111, Lillard 4-15 4-4 
13, McCollum 10-19 0-0 25, Hezonja 1-1 0-0 
2, Tolliver 0-0 2-2 2, Labissiere 6-7 3-4 15, 
Bazemore 4-14 1-2 11, Simons 3-10 3-4 10, 
Trent Jr. 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 40-96 17-23 108. 


HOUSTON - House Jr. 4-9 0-011, Tucker 

5-7 0-0 13, Capela 10-17 2-3 22, Westbrook 

9- 26 7-9 28, Harden 11-19 9-10 36, Clark 0- 

10- 0 0, Hartenstein 3-3 3-3 9, Clemons 2-5 
0-0 6, Rivers 2-5 0-1 5, McLemore 1-8 0-0 2. 
Totals 47-100 21-26 132. 

Portland 30 20 26 32-108 

Houston 29 35 35 33-132 

Three-point Goals—Portland 11-36 
(McCollum 5-12, Bazemore 2-5, Trent Jr. 1- 
2, Hood 1-2, Simons 1-5, Lillard 1-6, Little 0- 
4), Houston 17-45 (Harden 5-10, Tucker 3- 
4, House Jr. 3-6, Westbrook 3-11, Clemons 

2-4, Rivers 1-4, Clark 0-1, McLemore 0-5). 
Fouled Out—Little. Rebounds—Portland 
44 (Whiteside 8), Houston 58 (Capela 20). 
Assists—Portland 28 (Lillard 11), Houston 
24 (Westbrook 10). Total Fouls—Portland 
21, Houston 21. Technicals—Portland 
coach Terry Stotts, Bazemore, Rivers, 
Houston coach Rockets (Defensive three 
second). A-18,055 (18,500). 


Mavericks 117, Spurs 110 

SAN ANTONIO - DeRozan 14-20 8-8 
36, Aldridge 7-14 2-2 16, Lyles 0-2 0-0 0, 
Forbes 4-9 2-2 13, Murray 4-11 0-0 8, Gay 

4-10 0-0 9, Carroll 1-2 0-0 3, Poeltl 4-10 1-2 
9, Mills 3-9 1-2 9, White 1-1 0-0 2, Belinelli 
2-8 0-0 5. Totals 44-96 14-16 110. 

DALLAS - Finney-Smith 8-10 3-4 22, 
Porzingis 6-14 2-4 18, Powell 1-2 0-0 2, 
Doncic 14-27 9-13 42, Curry 3-6 0-0 7, 
Hardaway Jr. 0-5 0-0 0, Jackson 1-3 0-0 
3, Kleber 3-4 0-0 8, Brunson 5-9 0-0 11, 
Wright 1-4 2-2 4. Totals 42-84 16-23 117. 
San Antonio 22 27 30 31-110 

Dallas 36 23 34 24-117 

Three-point Goals—San Antonio 8-24 
(Forbes 3-5, Mills 2-8, Belinelli 1-2, Car- 
roll 1-2, Gay 1-3, Murray 0-1, Aldridge 0- 
1, Lyles 0-2), Dallas 17-41 (Doncic 5-13, 
Porzingis 4-9, Finney-Smith 3-4, Kleber 
2-3, Jackson 1-2, Brunson 1-3, Curry 1- 
3, Wright 0-1, Hardaway Jr. 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—San Antonio 48 
(Poeltl 10), Dallas 41 (Doncic 11). As¬ 
sists—San Antonio 18 (DeRozan 4), Dal¬ 
las 28 (Doncic 12). Total Fouls—San Anto¬ 
nio 18, Dallas 19. A-19,637 (19,200). 


Clippers 90, Thunder 88 

OKLAHOMA CITY - Ferguson 2-5 0-0 5, 
Gallinari 3-13 6-6 14, Adams 4-8 1-2 9, Paul 

5-10 10-11 22, Gilgeous-Alexander 4-10 2- 
2 11, Bazley 0-4 0-0 0, Nader 3-5 1-18, Noel 
1-2 5-6 7, Schroder 6-17 0-0 12, Burton 0-1 
0-0 0. Totals 28-75 25-28 88. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - George 7-14 1-2 18, 
Harkless 1-3 0-0 3, Zubac 4-8 4-4 12, Mann 
0-5 3-4 3, Beverley 3-7 0-0 9, Patterson 1-4 
0-0 3, Green 1-5 0-0 3, Harrell 13-20 2-4 28, 
McGruder 0-7 0-0 0, Williams 5-12 0-0 11, 
Robinson 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 35-87 10-14 90. 
Oklahoma City 17 30 17 24-88 

L.A. Clippers 23 19 24 24-90 

Three-point Goals—Oklahoma City 
7-27 (Paul 2-4, Gallinari 2-8, Nader I ” 
Ferguson 1-4, Gilgeous-Alexander 1- 

Schroder 0-1, Burton 0-1, Bazley 0-3), I_ 

Clippers 10-36 (George 3-7, Beverley 3-7, 
Williams 1-1, Harkless 1-2, Patterson 1-4, 
Green 1-5, Robinson 0-1, Zubac 0-1, Mann 
0-2, Harrell 0-2, McGruder 0-4). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Oklahoma City 
45 (Adams 10), L.A. Clippers 49 (Harrell 
12). Assists—Oklahoma City 17 (Adams 
6), L.A. Clippers 23 (Williams 9). Total 
Fouls—Oklahoma City 19, L.A. Clippers 
25. A-19,068 (18,997). 


Timberwolves 112, Jazz 102 

MINNESOTA - Layman 3-6 0-1 6, Cov¬ 
ington 5-10 3-3 15, Towns 11-23 0-0 29, 
Teague 7-18 6-7 21, Graham 0-4 0-0 0, 
Martin 6-7 0-0 14, Bates-Diop 1-2 1-1 3, Di- 
eng 3-7 2-2 8, Culver 2-7 0-0 5, Okogie 3-5 

4-5 11. Totals 41-89 16-19 112. 

UTAH - Bogdanovic 7-171-118, O’Neale 

3-5 0-0 7, Gobert 5-8 6-7 16, Conley 6-15 2-3 
15, Mitchell 5-23 5-7 17, Ingles 4-12 1-2 12, 
Green 2-8 5-6 11, Exum 1-4 0-0 2, Mudiay 
2-4 0-0 4. Totals 35-96 20-26 102. 

Minnesota 36 23 17 36-112 

Utah 32 24 22 24-102 

Three-point Goals—Minnesota 14-38 
(Towns 7-15, Martin 2-3, Covington 2-5, 
Teague 1-2, Okogie 1-3, Culver 1-4, Dieng 
0-1, Layman 0-2, Graham 0-3), Utah 12-31 
(Bogdanovic 3-7, Ingles 3-7, Green 2-4, 
Mitchell 2-6, O’Neale 1-2, Conley 1-4, Mu¬ 
diay 0-1). Fouled Out—Bogdanovic, Gra¬ 
ham. Rebounds—Minnesota 51 (Towns 
13), Utah 53 (Gobert 14). Assists-Min- 
nesota 22 (Teague 11), Utah 20 (Conley 
6). Total Fouls-Minnesota 25, Utah 23. 
Technicals—Gobert. A—18,306 (18,306). 


Harden, Westbrook 
power Rockets to 
eighth straight win 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — James Harden 
scored 36 points, Russell West¬ 
brook had 28 points and a triple¬ 
double, and the Houston Rockets 
coasted to their eighth straight 
win, 132-108 over the Portland 
Trail Blazers on Monday night. 

Westbrook had 13 rebounds 
and 10 assists for his third triple¬ 
double of the season and the 141st 
of his career after sitting out to 
rest in Houston’s last game on 
Saturday night. 

The Rockets led by double dig¬ 
its for most of this one on a night 
they got starters Clint Capela and 
Danuel House back after both 
players had missed time with 
injuries. 

Capela added a season-high 22 
points and had 20 rebounds to be¬ 
come the first Rocket to have at 
least 20 rebounds in four straight 
games since Hall of Famer Elvin 
Hayes in 1971. 

CJ McCollum led the Trail 
Blazers with 25 points in a game 
where Damian Lillard shot just 4- 
for-15 and had 13 points. 

Mavericks 117, Spurs 110: 
Luka Doncic scored a career- 
high 42 points in his sixth triple¬ 
double of the young season and 
host Dallas sent San Antonio to 
its sixth straight loss. 

The 20-year-old second-year 
player leads the NBA in triple¬ 
doubles after finishing with 11 
rebounds and 12 assists to go 
with the biggest shot of the game, 
a three-pointer with 26.5 seconds 
to play that put the Mavericks up 
115-110. Doncic joined LeBron 
James as the only players in NBA 
history younger than 21 to have a 
40-point triple-double. 

San Antonio has lost eight of 
nine. 

Celtics 99, Suns 85: Jayson 
Tatum scorecl 26 points, Kemba 
Walker added 19 and visiting 
Boston beat Phoenix. 

Boston (11-2) had a 10-game 
winning streak snapped Sunday 
by Sacramento but bounced back 
with a relatively easy victory. The 
Celtics led by 15 at halftime and 
never had their lead cut to less 
than nine in the second half 

Clippers 90, Thunder 88: 
Paul George hit a go-ahead three- 
pointer with 25 seconds left, lift¬ 
ing Los Angeles over Oklahoma 
City to improve to 8-1 at home. 

The Thunder tied the game at 
86 on a three-pointer by former 
Clipper Danilo Gallinari and 
Chris Paul made two free throws 
for an 88-86 lead before George’s 
three put the Clippers ahead 
89-88. 

Bucks 115, Bulls 101: Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo had 33 
points and 10 rebounds, and vis- 



Ringo H.W. Chiu/AP 


The Clippers’ Paul George reacts 
after hitting a three-pointer 
against the Thunder on Monday. 
The Clippers won 90-88. 

iting Milwaukee beat Chicago for 
its fourth straight victory. 

Brook Lopez added 19 points 
and 10 rebounds as Milwaukee 
won for the eighth time in nine 
games. 

Timberwolves 112, Jazz 102: 

Karl-Anthony Towns had seven 
three-pointers and 29 points, and 
Minnesota handed Utah its first 
home loss. 

Without second-leading scorer 
Andrew Wiggins, the Timber¬ 
wolves held the Jazz to 36.8% 
shooting and were bolstered by 
Jeff Teague’s 21 points and 11 
assists. 

Raptors 132, Hornets 96: OG 

Anunoby scored a career-high 24 
points before being poked in the 
right eye for the second time in 
four games, Pascal Siakam had 
20 points and host Toronto routed 
Charlotte. 

Norman Powell scored 17 
points, and rookie Terence Davis 
got all of his career-high 16 points 
in the fourth quarter as the Rap¬ 
tors posted their biggest margin 
of victory of the season and re¬ 
mained unbeaten in five home 
games. 

Pacers 115, Nets 86: Aaron 
Holiday had career highs with 24 
points and 13 assists, Domantas 
Sabonis added 16 points and a ca¬ 
reer-high 18 rebounds, and visiting 
Indiana cruised over Brooklyn. 

Spencer Dinwiddle scored 28 
points and Jarrett Allen finished 
with 10 points and 12 rebounds 
for the Nets, who played without 
Kyrie Irving for a second straight 
game and were held to their low¬ 
est point total of the season. 

Knicks 123, Cavaliers 105: 
Julius Randle scored 30 points, 
Marcus Morris Sr. added 23 and 
host New York beat Cleveland. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NFL 

College basketball roundup 

Kentucky gets 
another scare 

Hagans scores a career-high 26 points 
to help No. 9 Wildcats hold off Utah Valley 


Kentucky’s Ashton Hagans, left, shoots while defended by Utah 
Valley’s TJ Washington during the first half on Monday in Lexington, 
Ky. Hagans scored 26 points to help the Wildcats avert an upset. 



Associated Press 

LEXINGTON, Ky.—John Cali- 
pari breathed a sigh of relief after 
his team survived another scare. 

Ashton Hagans scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 26 points, and No. 9 
Kentucky fought through another 
close game against what should 
have been a lesser opponent, beat¬ 
ing Utah Valley 82-74 on Monday 
night. 

“I’m happy we won,” Calipari 
said. “This season as long as it 
goes and being here and knowing 
how teams play against us, and 
how they’re charged up and then 
the next game they don’t play as 
well ... whew. I was trying to be 
as positive as I could be until the 
end. I couldn’t take it anymore.” 

The Wildcats (3-1) dropped out 
of the No. 1 spot in The Associ¬ 
ated Press Top 25 after losing at 
home to Evansville last week, and 
they had to overcome a late surge 
to hold off the Wolverines. 

Kentucky led by 16 points early 
in the second half, but Utah Val¬ 
ley steadily chipped away until 
TJ. Washington’s three-pointer 
got the Wolverines (3-2) within 
one at 68-67 with 3:26 remain¬ 
ing. Nate Sestina responded with 
a three-point play that helped the 
Wildcats pull away. 

“We knew that coming in here 
Kentucky was going to be amped 
up and they were,” Utah Val¬ 
ley coach Mark Madsen said. 
“Kentucky did a fantastic job of 
executing their game plan and 
really making big plays down the 
stretch.” 

Kentucky was without sec¬ 
ond-leading scorer Immanuel 
Quickley, who sat out because of a 
chest injury. Quickley has scored 
16 points in each of the past two 
games. 

The Wildcats also have been 
without forward E J Montgomery, 
who has missed the past three 
games because of an ankle injury. 
Coupled with Quickley’s injury, 
Kentucky’s roster has dwindled 
to seven scholarship players, leav¬ 
ing the Wildcats short-handed in 
practice. 

“We are who we are right now,” 
Calipari said. “We are what the 
score says we are. ... We got to 
get E.J. back, got to get Imman¬ 
uel back and figure out what we 
are.” 

Hagans also has battled a leg 
injury this season, but he has re¬ 
mained consistent. 

“I was just staying focused,” 
Hagans said. “I was just stay¬ 
ing in the gym and shooting and 
when I got the chance, I attacked 
the basket. If my teammates are 
open, I got them some shots, got 
everybody involved and play my 


role.” 

Nick Richards had 21 points and 
10 rebounds, while Tyrese Maxey 
added 14 points for Kentucky. 

No. 3 Michigan State 94, 
Charleston Southern 46: Xavier 
Tillman scored a career-high 21 
points and grabbed 10 rebounds 
to help the host Spartans tune up 
in an on-campus game that is part 
of the Maui Invitational. 

Michigan State (3-1) was 
without starting forward Aaron 
Henry, who rolled both ankles in 
last week’s win over then-No. 12 
Seton Hall. 

Michigan State’s Gabe Brown 
made his first career start in 
place of Henry and the sopho¬ 
more scored a season-high 12 
points. 

Cassius Winston added 11 
points and eight assists for the 
Spartans. 

The Buccaneers (1-4) have had 
four straight lopsided losses since 
opening with a win over Colum¬ 
bia International. 

Charleston Southern’s Dontrell 
Shuler had 15 points and Terence 
Porter scored 11 points. 

No. 10 Ohio State 86, Stet¬ 
son 51: Kyle Young had a career- 
high 15 points and Kaleb Wesson 
added 13 to lead the host Buck¬ 
eyes past the Hatters. 

Ohio State (4-0), which moved 
up six spots in the AP Top 25 after 
beating then-No. 10 Villanova last 
week, jumped out to a 28-3 lead 
against overmatched Stetson (2- 
2), built a 42-14 halftime advan¬ 
tage and cruised in the second 
half. 

D.J. Carton had 10 points and 
Justin Ahrens had nine, hitting 
three three-pointers. 

The bright spot for Stetson was 
Rob Perry, who finished with 17 
points. 

No. 15 Utah State 82, UTSA 

50: Sam Merrill scored 21 points, 
including five three-pointers, 
to lead the host Aggies past the 
Roadrunners. 

Diogo Brito added 17 points 
and Brock Miller chipped in 10 
for Utah State. Justin Bean and 
Alphonso Anderson each had 11 
rebounds. 

Utah State (5-0) dominated the 
inside, outrebounding UTSA 55- 
36, outscoring the Roadrunners 
46-16 in the paint and 38-8 in sec¬ 
ond-chance points. 

Jhiwan Jackson scored 15 
points to lead UTSA (0-5). 

No. 19 Auburn 91, Colgate 
62: Samir Doughty scored 20 
points, Austin Wiley had 13 points 
and 10 rebounds, and the host Ti¬ 
gers rolled past the Raiders. 

Auburn improved to 5-0 for the 
first time in 15 years. 

Colgate (1-3) struggled to get 


anything going against the Ti¬ 
gers’ overwhelming size and suf¬ 
focating defense. Jordan Burns 
had 18 points and Rapolas Ivana- 
uskas added 12 for the Raiders. 

No. 23 Colorado 69, UC Ir¬ 
vine 53: Tyler Bey and McKin¬ 
ley Wright each scored 16 points 
and the host Buffaloes leaned on 
a strong defensive effort to beat 
the Anteaters. 

Colorado (3-0) pressured Ir¬ 
vine into 22 turnovers leading to 
21 points for the Buffaloes, who 
have won 17 of their past 19 home 
games. 

TCU 65, Air Force 54: Kevin 
Samuel became the school’s first 
player in 25 years with three con¬ 
secutive double-doubles to start 
a season, with a career-high 19 
points and 11 rebounds in the 
Homed Frogs’ win over the visit¬ 
ing Falcons. 

RJ Nembhard added 15 points 
and five assists while Francisco 
Farabello had 11 points for TCU, 
which has started 3-0 in each of 
Jamie Dixon’s four seasons at his 
alma mater. 

Air Force (2-2) got within one 
point with 7:45 left, after trail¬ 
ing by as many as 14 in the sec¬ 
ond half, before Nembhard had a 
layup to start a game-ending 13-3 
run. 

Ryan Swan’s nine points led 
the Falcons, who had three other 
players score eight. 

The last TCU player with three 
consecutive double-doubles to 


start a season was Kurt Thomas 
in 1994-95, when he started his 
senior season with seven in a row 
before becoming a first-round 
draft pick by the Miami Heat and 
playing for nine teams in 18 NBA 
seasons. 

Army 81, Fairleigh Dickinson 

65: Matt Wilson had 16 points 
and 14 rebounds to carry the host 
Black Knights over the Knights. 

Lonnie Grayson had 19 points 
for Army (2-2). Alex King added 
12 points. Jordan Coleman had 10 
points and Tommy Funk distrib¬ 
uted a career-high 13 assists for 
Army. 

Elyjah Williams had 15 points 
and seven rebounds for Fairleigh 
Dickinson (1-3). Jahlil Jenkins 
added 15 points. Devon Dunn had 
12 points. 

Army plays Binghamton on the 
road on Saturday. 

SMU 59, Evansville 57: Tyson 
Jolly had 15 points as the Mus¬ 
tangs narrowly beat the host Pur¬ 
ple Aces a week after they stunned 
former top-ranked Kentucky. 

Evansville led SMU 47-44 with 
6:38 remaining until Feron Hunt 
made a three-pointer and Jolly 
added two free throws to put 
SMU ahead for good. 

Noah Frederking banked in a 
three-pointer, pulling Evansville 
to 58-57 with 1.7 seconds left but 
Jolly made one of two free throws 
at the other end. 


By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

BEREA, Ohio — Browns star 
defensive end Myles Garrett will 
make his case to the NFL to have 
his indefinite suspension reduced 
on Wednesday. 

Garrett was banned indefi¬ 
nitely by the league on Friday for 
striking Pittsburgh quarterback 
Mason Rudolph with a helmet 
during the closing seconds of 
Cleveland’s 21-7 victory. 

Garrett requested to attend the 
appeal hearing in New York and 
plans to be there. His request 
will be heard by former NFL 
player James Thrash. He and Pro 
Football Hall of Famer Derrick 
Brooks are jointly appointed by 
the league and the Players Asso¬ 
ciation to hear such appeals. 

Browns defensive tackle Larry 
Ogunjobi had his one-game ban 
heard Monday. 

Ogunjobi was suspended for 
shoving Rudolph to the ground, 
escalating a wild brawl between 
the AFC North rivals that began 
with Garrett ripping off the QB’s 
helmet, wildly swinging it and 
connecting with the top of his 
head. Rudolph was not seriously 
injured. 

Steelers center Maurkice 
Pouncey was to have his appeal 
hearing on Tuesday. He was 
suspended three games after he 
came to Rudolph’s defense and 
punched and kicked Garrett while 
the defensive end lay under a pile 
of players in the end zone. 

Garrett was suspended Friday 
— less than 12 hours after his vio¬ 
lent actions — for at least the last 
six regular-season games and the 
playoffs should Cleveland (4-6) 
get there. It’s the longest suspen¬ 
sion in league history for a single 
on-field infraction. 

The 2017 No. 1 overall draft pick 
and Pro Bowler is not permitted 
to be with the Browns while serv¬ 
ing his suspension. As part of his 
punishment, he’s also required to 
meet with Commissioner Roger 
Goodell’s office before he can be 
reinstated. 

Garrett doesn’t seem to have 
a strong case for getting his sus¬ 
pension reduced. The league 
ruled he used Rudolph’s helmet 
“as a weapon” and his alarming 
conduct in a nationally televised 
game was universally condemned 
by fans and former players. 

The league is also expected 
this week to announce fines for 
players who left the Cleveland 
and Pittsburgh sidelines during 
the melee. 

The Browns and Steelers play 
again in Pittsburgh on Dec. 1. 

The Browns suffered another 
setback to their defense on Tues¬ 
day, when they placed starting 
safety Morgan Burnett on in¬ 
jured reserve with a torn Achilles 
tendon. 

Burnett got hurt during 
Thursday night’s victory over 
Pittsburgh. 
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NFL 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 

Indianapolis 

Houston 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Baltimore 

Pittsburgh 

Cleveland 

Cincinnati 

Kansas City 
Oakland 
L.A. Chargers 
Denver 


Pet PF PA 

900 287 108 
700 211 170 
300 164 255 
200 139 305 

600 227 206 
600 245 232 
500 203 197 
400 189 222 

800 341 196 
500 200 202 
400 192 228 
000 147 276 

636 308 256 
600 225 250 
364 224 218 
300 172 197 


National Conference 


Dallas 

Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 
Washington 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Atlanta 
Tampa Bay 

Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Chicago 
Detroit 


4 6 0 
3 6 


Pet PF PA 

600 286 197 
500 234 230 
200 203 289 
100 125 253 

800 238 199 
500 228 257 
300 220 262 
300 277 313 

800 250 205 
727 289 205 
400 169 174 
350 244 272 


West 

San Francisco 9 1 0 .900 295 155 

Seattle 8 2 0 .800 275 254 

L.A. Rams 6 4 0 .600 243 198 

Arizona 3 7 1 .318 248 317 

Thursday, Nov. 14 
Cleveland 21, Pittsburgh 7 
Sunday, Nov. 17 
Baltimore 41, Houston 7 
Indianapolis 33, Jacksonville 13 
Atlanta 29, Carolina 3 
New Orleans 34, Tampa Bay 17 
Dallas 35, Detroit 27 
Minnesota 27, Denver 23 
N.Y. Jets 34, Washington 17 
Buffalo 37, Miami 20 
San Francisco 36, Arizona 26 
Oakland 17, Cincinnati 10 
New England 17, Philadelphia 10 
L.A. Rams 17, Chicago 7 
Open: N.Y Giants, Seattle, Tennessee, 
Green Bay 

Monday’s game 

Kansas City 24, L.A. Chargers 17 
Thursday’s game 
Indianapolis at Houston 
Sunday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta 
Miami at Cleveland 
Seattle at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants at Chicago 
Carolina at New Orleans 
Denver at Buffalo 
Detroit at Washington 
Oakland at N.Y Jets 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 
Jacksonville at Tennessee 
Dallas at New England 
Green Bay at San Francisco 
Open: Arizona, Minnesota, Kansas 
City, L.A. Chargers 

Monday, Nov. 25 
Baltimore at L.A. Rams 

Monday 

Chiefs 24, Chargers 17 

Kansas City 0 10 14 0-24 

L.A. Chargers 3 6 8 0-17 

First quarter 

LAC-FG Badgley 27,9:31. 

Second quarter 

KC-McCoy 6 run (Butker kick), 8:45. 
LAC-FG Badgley 26, 5:01. 

KC-FG Butker 41, 1:43. 

LAC-FG Badgley 49, :00. 

Third quarter 

KC-Dar.Williams 6 run (Butker kick), 
9:29. 

KC—Kelce 23 pass from Mahomes 
(Butker kick), 4:56. 

LAC—Allen 7 pass from Rivers (Henry 
pass from Rivers), 1:44. 

A-76,252. 


KC 


LAC 

23 


27-130 19-93 


19-32-1 28-52-4 
1-2 2-8 
6-40.0 3-47.7 


First downs 
Total Net Yards 
Rushes-yards 
Passing 
Punt Returns 
Kickoff Returns 
Interceptions Ret. 

Comp-Att-Int 
Sacked-Yards Lost 
Punts 

Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 8-102 9-60 

Time of Possession 28:58 31:02 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Kansas City, Mahomes 5- 
59, Dar.Williams 11-35, McCoy 7-29, Dam. 
Williams 4-7. Los Angeles, Gordon 14-69, 
Ekeler 5-24. 

PASSING—Kansas City, Mahomes 
19-32-1-182. Los Angeles, Rivers 28-52-4- 
353. 

RECEIVING-Kansas City, Kelce 7-92, 
McCoy 4-28, S.Watkins 2-26, Hardman 
2-13, Dar.Williams 2-8, Pringle 1-9, Dam. 
Williams 1-6. Los Angeles, Ekeler 8-108, 
Allen 8-71, Henry 6-69, Gordon 3-21, 
M.Williams 2-76, Green 1-8. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-Los Angeles, 
Badgley 40. 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Los Angeles Chargers wide receiver Keenan Allen, left, can't make the catch as Kansas City Chiefs cornerback Charvarius Ward defends 
during the second half of Monday's game in Mexico City. Allen caught his first touchdown pass since Week 3 during the third quarter. 


Flavor; Chiefs seal victory with 18 seconds left 



Rebecca Blackwell/AP 

Fans cheer before the game at 7,200-foot elevation Azteca Stadium. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“We kept that confidence all 
game long,” Mahomes said. “We 
knew that someone was going to 
make a play to win the game.” 

Daniel Sorensen snared Philip 
Rivers’ fourth interception at the 
goal line with 18 seconds to play, 
and the Chiefs stayed on top of the 
AFC West with a 24-17 victory 
over the Los Angeles Chargers. 

Mahomes passed for 182 yards 
and hit Travis Kelce for his only 
touchdown, while LeSean McCoy 
and Darrel Williams rushed for 
touchdowns as the Chiefs (7-4) 
hung on to win the fourth regu¬ 
lar-season NFL game played in 
Mexico despite being held to 310 
yards of offense. They also sur¬ 
vived a few problems with Az- 
teca’s grass field and a one-sided 
first half favoring the Chargers 
(4-7), who racked up 312 yards 
without a touchdown. 

After throwing his second in¬ 
terception of the season in the 
first half, Mahomes led two sharp 
scoring drives in the third quar¬ 
ter with help from Kelce, who 
caught seven passes for 92 yards. 
Mahomes also led the Chiefs with 
59 yards rushing while his de¬ 
fense — which had only six inter¬ 
ceptions all season coming into 
Mexico City — held Los Angeles 
to eight points in the second half 

But the win still wasn’t assured 
until Sorensen grabbed Rivers’ 
underthrown pass to Austin Ekel¬ 
er at the goal line to secure the 
Chiefs’ 10th win over Los Angeles 
in 11 meetings. 

“I was real proud of our de¬ 
fense for the job that they did,” 
Chiefs coach Andy Reid said. 
“Four takeaways, so for the guys 


that intercepted the football and 
then helped create the turnovers. 
I’m proud of those guys.” 

Rivers passed for 353 yards 
during his first four-intercep¬ 
tion game since November 2016 
for the Chargers, whose playoff 
hopes are nearly dead after five 
losses in seven games. Keenan 
Allen caught his first TD pass 
since Week 3 in the third quarter, 
but the Chargers had three inept 
drives in the scoreless fourth 
quarter. 

On the Bolts’ last gasp, Mike 
Williams made a spectacular 
50-yard catch with 44 seconds 
to play. Los Angeles reached the 
Kansas City 14 before Rivers’ 
final mistake. 

“He went out and he gave it 
his all,” Chargers coach Anthony 
Lynn said of Rivers. “He made 
some mistakes, and he under¬ 


stands that. But I thought he did 
some good things and put us in 
positions where we did move the 
ball down the field.” 

Rivers, who turns 38 next 
month, has thrown seven inter¬ 
ceptions in the Chargers’ last two 
games, giving him 14 this sea¬ 
son — more than every quarter¬ 
back in the NFL except Jameis 
Winston. 

“It’s a football game,” Rivers 
said. “If you could just pick and 
choose and never throw them 
ever, I would choose to throw 
zero. But it’s hurting us right now. 
I just need to cut them out.” 

One year after the NFL called 
off a game at Azteca Stadium on 
short notice because of poor field 
conditions, these teams played an 
entertaining game in the 7,200- 
foot elevation and on the Azteca 
grass, which yielded several sig¬ 


nificant divots from sharp stops 
or changes of direction. 

The Rams and Chiefs were 
scheduled to play here last sea¬ 
son, but severe damage to the turf 
field compelled the NFL to relo¬ 
cate the game to Los Angeles on 
six days’ notice. 

Although the teams spent less 
than 48 hours in Mexico’s capi¬ 
tal city, the NFL has deep roots 
among fans around the country. 
Commissioner Roger Goodell met 
Monday with Mexican President 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador 
while the league and the federal 
government are considering ex¬ 
tending the Mexico game series 
beyond its current deal through 
2021. 

But the Chargers trailed 10-9 
at halftime despite outgaining 
Kansas City 312-109 and making 
five drives into Chiefs territory. 
Rivers threw two interceptions 
and Michael Badgley missed a 
40-yard field-goal attempt while 
making three others, wasting 
a defensive effort that included 
Rayshawn Jenkins picking off 
Mahomes. 

Tyreek Hill left the field with a 
right hamstring injury after the 
Chiefs’ second offensive series, 
although it didn’t appear to be 
caused by the turf The speedster 
watched the second half from the 
sideline. 

Tyrann Mathieu’s 35-yard in¬ 
terception return set up McCoy’s 
6-yard TD run for the game’s first 
touchdown in the second quar¬ 
ter. After Williams scored on the 
Chiefs’ opening drive of the sec¬ 
ond half, Mahomes hit Kelce with 
a picture-perfect 23-yard TD 
throw on the next drive. 
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An ugly turn 

Caps’ Hathaway ejected for spitting 
during brawl with Ducks » nhl, Page 28 
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Kansas City Chiefs running back Darrel Williams scores during the second half of Monday’s game against the Los Angeles Chargers in Mexico City. 


Mexican flavor 



iefs outlast Chargers at Azteca 


Rebecca Blackwell/AP 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — Nearly everything about 
this Monday night game felt foreign to Patrick 
Mahomes and the Kansas City Chiefs, from the 
gasp-inducing altitude of raucous Azteca Stadi¬ 
um to the struggles of their powerhouse offense. 

Mahomes loved the experience, but didn’t 
love how his offense played. The Chiefs’ de¬ 
fense picked it up time and again, culminating 
in the final pick that sent them all back home as 
winners. 


Mexican flags adorn a fan’s hat before the game. 


SEE FLAVOR ON PAGE 31 


Inside: Browns’ Garrett appealing his indefinite suspension, Page 30 
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Chalmers running back Melvin Gordon, top, 
leaps over Chiefs strong safety Tyrann Mathieu. 


Despite loss, Georgia can make CFP » Coilege footbali. Page 27 






















